
it represents my life work.” (Hill, 1935: 449.) But things were not quite so
desperate. In 1920, the war over, Cockayne was able to make a few alterations
in the later part of the book, and in 1921, seven years after the text was submitted,
“ The Vegetation of New Zealand ” appeared. It was an issue of only 400 copies
(letter to Gibbs, 7 July 1922), but it was a triumph.

The aim of the book was to present as vivid and accurate a picture as possible
of the actual vegetation of the country. A historical account is followed by a sketch
of the physical geography and climate, and then the primitive vegetation is described
in detail—the sea-coast, the lowland and lower hills, the higher mountains and the
outlying islands, each in its turn. The effect of settlement upon the plant covering
occupies a section, and this includes some comments on agriculture and horticulture.

Example of Cockayne’s manuscript.
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