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districts had been depopulated by it, and the same thing had oocurred in ,

America; The subject was one of immense importance to the world, and

particularly to our Empire. Some of the guesses in the past regarding

the cause of this disease had been singularly near the truth, and modern

soientific research had proved up to the hilt that the mosquito grew the’

erm in its own tissues, carried it to human beings, and nfeoted them

with the disease. It was not every kind of mosquito that did this, but

only Anopheles. Investigations showed olearly that this was actually the

oage, and it had been thought possible to sfop the disease by destroying -
,the mosquitoes. Some good had been done in- this- way by draining -

- swamps and otherwise destroying the insects, but it was found that they
! were not easily dealt with. The speaker explained his subject by means
of some very fine diagrams, and also exhibited a number of books and - .
periodicals conbaining accounts of scientific research into this subject. -
, A short discussion took place; and a hearty vote of thanks was

- passed to Dr. Colquhoun for the clear and highly interesting manner in .
which he had dealt with thie subject.

i
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i SeconD MEETING : 11th June,- 1901
- Mr. G.-M. Thomson; President, in the chair.

The President communicated to the Institute a letter
- from Mr. Morton, local secrétary at Hobart for the Austral- -
asian Association for the Advancement of Science, giving some
account of the programme of the meeting to be held ‘in
. January, 1902. ) . -
- The President laid before the Institute a scheme for’
° compiling a_faunal census for New Zealand in collaboration -
P with the other Affiliated Societies. " - .
Papers.—1. “ An Account of the External Anatomy -of &
Baby Rorqual (Balenoptera rostrata),” by W. Blaxldnd
Benham, D.Se., M.A., F.Z.S. (Transactions, p. 151.) '
_ 2. «Note on an Entire Egg of a Moa now in the Museum )
of the University of - Otago,” by W. B. Benham, D.S8e., o

fl

M.A., F.Z.8. (Transactions; p. 149.) T ] .o

- 3. «On Charity Organization,” by Miss K. “Browning. o
Fx o This paper gave an account of the aims and methods of the Charity - ;j
s Organization Society from her own experiences as a volinteer helper. -3
The paper was followed by some disoussion.” . o5
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- . THIRD MEETING : 9th July, 1901: -

i © . Mr G M- Thomson, President, in the chair. -

) New Members.—Rev. Canon Mayne, Miss‘Rees, and Miss
Lena Stewart. "~ . : - :

A letter wig received from. the” Philosophical Institute of
Canterbury enclosing a petition for presentation to the “Board
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of-Governors of the New Zealand Institute, requesting the
New Zealand Institute to undertake the publication of an
“Index Faune Novae-Zealandi®,” a catalogue, with refer-
ences, of all the species of animals hitherto deseribed from
the New Zealand area. .

In order to secure uniformity, it was proposed that Oaptain Hutton,
F.R.8., Curator of the Canterbury Museum, be requested to act as editor.

The Chairman expressed the hope that all the members present
would sign the petition. He said that the preparation of the work pre-
sented no difficulty, provided that -the Government, through the New
Zenland Institute, would undertake its publication.

Paper.—* The Beginnings of Literature in New Zealand :
Part 1L, the English Section—Newspapers,” by Dr. T. M.
Hocken, F.L.8. (Transactions; p. 99.)

Prior to delivering his lecture he called attention to & number of .

interesting exhibits of early New Zealand newspapers, including copies
of the New Zealand Gazette (Wellington), the first newspaper ever
printed in the colony, dated April, 1840; the ourious old newspaper
printed on blotting-paper; the ancient and famous Auckland paper
printed on a mangle; and the early Bay of Islands papers, which were
wretchedly printed. Dr. Hocken adverted to the fact that last year he
had placed a paper, before the Institute dealing with the Maori section
‘of literature, but he would now deal with the purely English section of
his subject as it struggled into life. Starting with the publication of the ~
first newspaper, Dr. Hocken fraced in an intensely interesting fashion the
rige and fall of the multifarious newspaper ventures characteristic of
pioneer times, the recital of which was enlivened with many personal
reminiscences of men and things, and humorous incidents of the
struggles and difficulties of this early day journalism. Taking the several -
newspapers, and dealing with them according to locality rather than

date, the lecturer described the beginnings and endings of the first Wel- _ _

lington- papers, which, after all sorts of-vicigsitudes, were incorporated
with the present New Zealand Times. The Bay of Islands prints were
then briefly alluded to, four of them having an average life of ten months
each. The Auckland journals came next in order, and the historic news-
papers that formed the connecting-link between ancient and modern
journalism, finally culminating in the Auckland Herald, made matter
for amusing and nstructive description. The Nelsorn Bramwner and New
Zealand Chronicle were the last under review. .

The Chairman said that he trusted that Dr. Hocken’s health would
be so far renewed by his proposed trip that he would be enabled to com-

plete the valuable work of which that evening’s-lecture was only one --

chapter. It would prove of untold value as a contribution to the history,
of the colony, and he knew of no one better fitted to undertake and
carry through the task than Dr. Hocken. The amount of résearch
involved was no inconsderable item. In listenidg to the lecture he had
been impressed with the surprising vitality and exuberance displayed by
the writers in these early journalistic ventures, 1n which respect history
certainly was repeating itself. -

Mer. F. R, Chapman, in congratulating Dr. Hocken upon his paper,
said that they were drawing near to the end of the time when it would
be possible to obtain accurate information concerning the early history
of the colony and of its provinces. =~ -
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