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and pointed out thab the island was being gradually rendered less suitable
for the preservation of the New Zealand fauna. At the annual meeting &
resolution was passed requesting the Council to urge the Government to
complete the purchase ; and, in response to this, a deputation of the whole
Council waited on the Premier, fully explaining the position of affairs,
and the necessity for immediate action. The Premier expressed himself.
as being anxious and willing to expedite the purchase, and engaged that
if the native owners continued to refuse reasonable terms a Bill would
be introduced into Parliament providing for the compulsory purchase of
the island at & fair valuation. This bas since been done, and it is now
stated that the Native Land Court has fixed the amount payable to the
owners. Probably no long period will elapse before the Government will
be the sole owner of the island. If so, the Council trust that no time will
then be lost in removing the few Maoris still resident on the island, and
in furnishing the caretaker with full powers to prevent unauthorized
persons from landing. : ’ -
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