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T have described this butterfly from a single specimen submitted to me
by Mr. J. D. Enys for deseription. He informs me that it was captured by
Mr. R. Helms, of Greymouth, at an altitude of about 1,200 to 1,500 feet
above the sea. Unfortunately the specimen is chipped and frayed at the
anal angle of the hindwings, so that the caudate form of that angle cannot
be exactly defined.

The genus of the insect I do not venture to determine, not having access
to the descriptions of the various genera of the family to which it belongs. -

There appears to be much confusion in the definition of the neuration of
the wings of Lepidopterouss insects—especially with reference to the notation
of the nervules, or branches of the nervures, which are indicated by num-
bers—in consequence of some entomologists counting in a direction from
the costa towards the inner margin, and others in the opposite direction.
I have therefore thought it desirable to state that in the above description
I have adopted the former notation, that is counting from the costa towards
the hind margin, a notation which accords with that indicated in the dia-
gram of ¢ Terminology of the wings of Papilionide” given in ¢ Catalogue
of Lepidopterous Insects in collection of the British Museum, part 1,
Papilionidee, 1852.” .

1 take the present opportunity of calling attention to the very incorrect
reprint, in Mr. J. D. Enys’ Catalogue ‘of the Butterflies of New Zealand,
1880, of my diagram illustrating the difference of neuration in the wings
of Erébia blandina, Percnodaimon pluto, and Erebiola buileri. The inaccuracy
renders the diagram worse than useless, inasmuch as the object of my dia-
gram was to show the position of the nervures and nervules, and in the
diagram in Mr. Enys’ Catalogue they .are wrongly placed. Great care
should always be taken in printing diagrams of this character.

Ary. XTX.—Description of two new Species of Heteropterous Lepidoptera.
By B. W. Ferepay, M.E.S.L.
[Read before the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, 30th November, 1882.]
Fam. LEUCANIDZA, Guénéé. .
Genus Leucania, Ochs.
Leucania purdit, n. sp. ‘ S -
Male.—Head and thorax dark pinkish-ochreous-yellow, darkest in front;
abdomen paler and greyish at base.
Primaries above dark pinkish cedar colour, & dash of ochreous-yellow
occupying the areolet between the submedian nervure and the third median
nervule, the dash being very bright at the base and fading towards the pos-
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terior angle ; a dash of the same colour commenemg broadly in the middle
of the discoidal cell, extending along the areolet between the first discoidal
and lower subcostal mervules, and narrowing towards and vanishing near
the exterior margin; a similar dash extending along two-thirds of the
costa from the base of the wing ; cilia, basal half ochreous-yellow, exterior
whitich-ochreous, Primaries below greyish-ochreous with a pinkish tinge,
costal part more achreous, exterior area more grey ; cilia as above. Secon-
daries above dark fuscous, paler at the base; cilia same as of primaries.
Secondaries below greyish-ochreous, the exterior third more greyish, pre-
ceded by a darker greyish transverse narrow band running parallel with the
exterior margin ; discocellular spot greyish rather indistinet ; cilia as above.

Length of body, 10”; expanse of wings, 1 10™.

Hab. Near Dunedin.

A single specimen taken by Mr. Alex. Purdie, of Fairfield, near Dunedin,
from the roots of grass in an open field.

Leucania blenfieimensis, n. sp.

Female.—Head, thorax, and abdomen very pale fawn nearly cream-
colour.

Primaries above same colour, sericeous; a subterminal row of small
blackish points, one on each nervule ; the inner line indicated by & small
blackish point on each of the subcostal, median und submedian nervures ;
all the nervures and nervules speckled with dark grey and white, especially
near the junction of the subcostal and median nervures with their branches;
cilia dark-grey, outer edge paler, whitish at points of nervules. Primaries
below very pale whitish-brown irrorated with greyish-brown; central area
and cilia darker. Secondaries above grey, with paler cilia. Secondaries
below very pale whitish-brown irrorated with pale greyish-brown; cilia
same colour.

Expanse of wings, 1/ 7%,

Hab. Blenheim in the Marlborough Provincial District, and Meanee
near Napier.

This insect was presented to me by Mr. William Skellon, then residing
at Meanee, but now at Timaru. He informed me that he took it at Meanee
at sugar, that he had taken two specimens there, and two at Blenheim,
and that the Blenheim specimens were smaller than the Meanee. At his
suggestion I have named this species blenheimensis.
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