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Simonsen has kept faith with his patrons in a most liberal spirit’ was
the verdict of the Daily Southern Cross. 41

Fanny and Martin Simonsen were undoubtedly foolhardy to believe
they could make money by presenting opera, in so lavish a fashion
and with such a large company, in a sparsely populated country already
generously supplied with alternative forms of entertainment. But there
is equally no doubt that their efforts to please were widely appreciated.
Contemporary newspapers confirm the view that the 1876 Simonsen
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