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other. They indicate a companionate marriage, in which equality of mind was
important, to at least one party. Equality of mind did not necessarily mean that
Thomas expected Mary to cross the boundaries between public and private, no
matterhow fluid they may have been. While she negotiated the lease ofa house while
he was in Auckland, and while he discussed prices and markets with her, encouraging
her to make decisions without reference to him, nevertheless, the actual purchasing
and even the disbursement of goods he suggested she leave until his return. They
were part ofhis world. Similarly although he often expressed his wish to be at home,
to provide help and support, that did not necessarily mean he would be involved in
the household chores. Hereferred to the ‘quiet evenings when my darling was by and
though I might be absorbed in some pleasant b00k... she was by my side and working
with her patient industry’. 47 Rather forhim, equality meant consultation, apartnership,
rather than domination.

I do not consider my wife a toy, something to be cajoled and flattered
and kept in ignorance. I wish her to have as much authority as myself
and it has happened darling, that our feelings have not jarred and that
we have not struggled for mastery. 48

This article does not pretend to provide a representative view of what nineteenth-
century men felt about their families or their wives, but it does indicate the
complexity ofthis subject and places in the public domain one relationship that was
not characterised by a sense ofsubservience. ‘His life and his wife have made him
dry’? Apparently not.
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