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it was a small step for Sarah and her friends in New Zealand to
publish private letters first written to provide influential people in
England with the information they needed to champion their cause.

From the beginning of her life in the new colony Sarah Selwyn
saw her role as ‘to follow suit, not to choose and then see the best
side of things’, 34 but clearly she, and her two close friends, were
quite prepared to express openly their own opinions on broader
matters. A tribute from Archdeacon J. F. Lloyd37’ sums up the
measure of her contribution to her husband’s endeavour:

I do not think I have ever met anyone equal to Mrs Selwyn. She is an admirable
woman, though you do not find out her worth until after a long and intimate
acquaintance with her. 36

In 1868 Selwyn was appointed Bishop of Lichfield where Sarah
spent the remaining years of her long life. She died on 24 March
1907; her tranquil portrait hangs in the Lady Chapel dedicated to her
memory in the Cathedral. Worshippers today still speak to
interested visitors of her ‘gentle Christian influence’. 37
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