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About 45 . . . sat down to supper & danced merrily from Vb past 7 to Vb past 11...
we thought our young men & maidens danced quietly & nicely—even withall the
fun offigure dances & the ease of Boy & girl acquaintance. 4^

Caroline was again suffering ill health—‘falling back into bed &

then creeping out’. She was also disturbed, more for the young than
for herself, by the current interest in biblical criticism; too much of
the Catholic doctrine she felt was now held as an ‘open question’. In
reply to Sophia Marriott who was having trouble with the Atha-
nasian Creed she wrote, ‘The line between the things of faith & the
things of reason may be a fine one, but I believe there is such a line
& I had rather wish enlarging it on the side of faith.’ 46 One of her
frequent visitors was Sarah Selwyn and with the resignation and
perception of the invalid Caroline commented, ‘She is over-
whelmed by the more of life & diminished powers to meet it.’47 On
11 February 1877 with difficulty she wrote,

I did think dear Soph & still do at times that my time has come . . . Godknows it
is for no lack oflove to my dearest that I am willing to leave thembut justbecause
I do love so intensely.48

It was her last letter.
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