
STARS & BAAS
What is “Freak The Sheep”? The

administering of psychoactive
substances to our ruminant

woolly income earners? Maybe.
In Auckland it's a two hour fix

of indiginous music, Monday
nights on BFM (though soon

this will change to the original
Wednesday from 8-10pm). For

the past six years it'sbeen hosted

by Lisa Van derAarde and she's

given the show her mark of

integrityand experimentation.
Sometime last year it was

suggested to Lisa that Freak The

Sheep might have enough ma-

terial for a compilationcassette

of the bands and artists who

submit their demos and

unreleased material to the show.

Bands that performed live regu-

larly, but had neither the back-

ing nor clout to release their

material through established

channels. Lisa thoughtthis was

a good idea and mentioned it to

MrFlying Nun, Roger Shepherd.
Roger thought "Why just a cas-

sette? Why not a record [re-
member them?] and compact
disc." Freak The SheepIwasborn.

That was August 1991.
A little late— damned record

companies, damned economy
— comes Freak The Sheep 11.

More stylistically comprehen-
sive, it includes: from the deep
south, Axel Grinders, Cyclops;
Into The Void and Swim Every-
thing. The North Island (with
the greaterpopulation)contrib-

utes Blue Marbles, Book ofMar-

tyrs,'Gestalt, Head Like A Hole,
Leaders of Style, Lushburger,
Tinnitus and Queen Meanie

Puss.
• What about this second al-

bum, Lisa? '
“I wasn't aiming for any-

thing commercial because J

believe people need music that

maybe you need to listen to

more than once. In my mind

I'd already, chosen the songs I

wanted but some bands were

keen to record new ones. Some

did. Cyclops, especially for the

album, and Book of Martyrs
too.

"Gestaltare maybethe new-

est band. I've heard Dave

Graham over a couple of years
and I think he's a talented, tal-

ented songwriter. This too is

especiallyrecorded forthe com-

pilation. It's got sheep in it.

Isn't that nice? With Head Like

A Hole, I saw them a few times

last year and was really im-

. pressed. But they've taken off.

They'remajorly popular. Them

and Leaders of Style are maybe
the most commercial tracks.

That'swhy they'reat the start.

1 wanted a broad range of stuff."

- So much for the album. .
What about your show?

"It's based around new stuff.

New bands, new demos, new-

releases. I don't play lots of old

stuff, much as I'd like to. I al-

ways play a new band at least

once. I'malways talking to new

bands, finding out what's go-

ing on but it's really flexible. If.
people ring upand want to hear

-something that's not a prob-
Jem. I like to know what the

audience wants. The audience

seems to be loyal. I get feedback

from some people, I'd like more.

"Lots of schoolkids listen.

They're hearing their friends

and the bands get such a thrill

to hear themselves. I think the

appeal is playing a broad range
of music. I hope that I do. I've

played everything but I guess ;
the showslants towards the al-

ternative. But I juggle it, mix it

up as much as possible."
So how do you feel about

the state of local music in gen-
eral and what can bands do

about it? - '■*:/
"Lots of bands get to a cer-

tain level but maybe 'cos what

they're doing is a bit weird they
can't go anywhere else and it's

annoying.There are limitations.

\ It's often the same audience to

see lots of bands. But publicity
comes into it. In a situation

where there's two or three gigs
in one weekend people have to

make a choice. Times are hard

too and gigs have been suffer-

ing, and [as for] putting on a

tour
. . . But if you can cover

costs you're okay, Taking mu-

sic around the country is im-

portant." ; .- > >

Could bands do more?

"Probably. They could use

the media more. It's available

to them, in limited ways. Stu-

dent and Iwi radio. Either 91 or

89FM want demos. Print me-

dia, get your gig on all the gig
guides. Sometimes bands just
don't. Maybe they don't know

how. It's also how motivated a

band is. They've got to have

some get up and go. Motivated

bands are very organised like

the Nixons, Dirtbox, Figure 60.

It depends too on how tar the

band wanna go. Why don't they
send the demos round the coun-

try? We are in a recession but

we're apathetic. No one having
any money does make it harder

but I do think bands, should

think about doing more for

themselves."

We'd better get back to the

subject. Freak The Sheep II has

spurred on thebands involved.

Swim Everything can't make
the gigbut they'll be touringin

October. Into The Void would

have probably drunk them-

selves to death but have got it

together for the gig — the for-

mal launch of the album.

That's on September 17th at

Don't Tell Mama in Kara-

ngahape Road. Bands playing
are Tinnitus, Leaders of Style,
the Blue Marbles, Gestalt and

Into The Void (yay!).
So, will there be a Freuk The

Sheep III?

Definitely.
BARBIE

LUNG
IN EUROPE

ANDTHE US

where Palmerston North based power grangers
Lung have recorded two albums in the past
couple ofyears. Guitarist Dave White spent some

time here in Europe in 1989 and, while in Eng-
land, managed to organise.theproduction of the

Live Stomach CD for the Clear (as they then

were). Then came a name change and a new

album Cactii. Now they're back in Amsterdam,
the city which inspired Dave to call their label

Yellow Bike Records. As I speak to him, Dave has

just finished sound checking for the night's gig
at club Korsakoff. It's the first night before a

continental audience. He's not too daunted by
the prospect.

"Coming to Holland after Brooklyn was like

walking into youraunty's livingroom.When we

arrived here we were absolute wrecks, but we've

had a few days to recover." The hour and a half

set time is the only thingworrying him tonight.
"In Americawe never playedfor more thana half
an hour. They have huge lineups —about five or

sixbands — it's best to play in the middle. Ifyou

play first, then there's no-one there; and if you

play at the end then everyone has gone home.

Fortunately we booked through these people
called Rave. They were enthusiastic enough to

get us on to some good bills. They even gate-
crashed some for us — so we ended up staying

longer than we had planned. Maxwell's was the

highlight though. It was with

Pavement—their homecominggigafter tour-

ing oyer here."

Tonight, it's Lung by themselves. Dave is

worried whether the PA is going to do his guitar
justice. He grumbles to the others about the lack

of "digitals" on the desk. Being a three piece
makes Lung a compact touring unit. They've
never had need for a manager so the only thing
theyhave to worryabout is paying the soundman.
"Look at him," Dave indicates a guy of about

twenty, looking prettycool, "Until a monthago,
he'd hardly been outside Palmerston, now he

gets more attention than any ofus. In the States,
they treat musicians pretty well. We went into

this bar and got free drinks from the barmaid

until four in the morning. We weren't even

playing there — it was just because we were

musicians from overseas."

But they didn't just come over to play rock

stars. They've got a record to promote and with-

out the comfort of record company support,
they know it's all down to their own efforts. It's

the height ofthe summer holidays over here and

venues in Holland and Germany are paying
good performance fees. If they keep their ex-

penses down then the band will be able to make

a modest profit on the tour. But it's the record

sales that are the icing on the cake. Cactii is being
distributed in England and Germanyby anoutfit

called Plastic Head Records and they've already
managed to sell more in both of these countries

in two months than in eight months in New

Zealand.

Lung have also managed to get their video

(produced in Auckland by Axeman Stuart Paige)
screened on MTV in Europe. It's more than

TVNZ ever did and every little bit helps in a

market this big. At Korsakoff tonight the crowd

is a pretty healthy size by New Zealand stand-

ards. They respond to the music but the rules of

music appreciation are different over here. As

soon as Lung finish, the DJ puts on a Led Zeppe-
lin song and then plays some Yes. It's hard to see

where Lung fit in where "alternative" club pa-
trons jive to the sounds of 70s supergroups. The

Dutch leg of the tour is to be followed by a stint

in England and then Germany and Belgium.
Dave White is keeping his eyes on the prize.

"We're on a mission really. Bailter Spacestarted

it — showing that New Zealand music doesn't

have to sound like the Chills."

MATTHEW TETLEY-JONES

Holland is a lons way from the Manawatu,
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CHRIS WILSON PLAYS LIVE WITH PAUL KELLY
ESPLANADE SAT SEPT 26, GLUEPOT SUN SEPT 27

Rip It Up7


