
KNOW YOUR ENEMY
American rap superstars Public Enemy performed in the

Auckland Town Hall last month to a sell-out crowd — due

in part to the controversy raised by their support act: rap
superstar Ice T. Nick D'Angelo caught up with Chuck D

and Flavor Flav the following day, and forgot to get their

autograph.

One thing I noticed last night
was that both PE and Ice T per-
formed a medley of their hits. I

suppose with so many albums

under your belt that's the only
way to get through them all?

Chuck: "We've only got an

hour so let's give the people
what they want to hear. They
want to hear some hits, they
want hear some cuts, maybe
some solid statements, maybe
blend it in with the total pack-
age. If you happen to be the

onlyrap group that's appeared
in town thatyear thenyou bet-

ter bring your old joints.We're

doing our fifth album now

called Public Enemy's Greatest

Misses with six new cuts, and

when you do something new

something old has got to go.
Can you imagine guys like

David Bowie and the Rolling
Stones, who've been around 25

years, it would be ridiculous if

they played all their mat-

erial ..."

I missed you last time you

played NZ but I saw you in the

UK in 'B7 as part of theDef Jam
Tour. You wereverysubdued in

your performance - very
staunch. Last night I saw you
and I thought: My God! This is

showbusiness - this is a 'per-
formance' from you two.

Flav: "That was you in the

UK? Man, I thought I recog-
nised you! Goodto seeyou again
Homey. Word up G."

"I'll tell you man," contin-

ues Chuck, "as far as grading a

show from 1 to 10, last night
was definitely a 5! [laughs]"

Well, actually that's what I

heard today from people who

saw you here last time. I'm just

comparing you to the UK per-
formance which was very seri-

ous.

Flav: "Last time when we

came here we were in real full
effect.Ourenergy level was Full

Impact then but last night was

our first show of the tour and

when you're cold you're going
to do a cold show. The show

was still hitting and we put in

all our energy, but still it

could've been better. The stage
wasn't lookingright.Last night
we didn't have our backdrop
and sometimesI get some power
fromthatbackdrop! I look back

at that big ol' punk and I go:
Whooah!"

Chuck: "That's when your

professionalism kicks in. You

can play it off like you're hav-

ing a good time. To be honest

I'm a little tiredof doing theold

records. But you have to do

them, it's what thepeople want

to hear. When we were here in

1990 we was fresh off Fear ofa

Black Planet. Right now we're

on a our third tour and I want

to get a new record out man.

When we do our next tour in

the States atChristmas, I'm just
goingto do those six new joints
off the new album with a cou-

ple of the old ones and I'm

going have a ball doing it."

You had abit of mic trouble

last night-, Flav in particular,
and you seemed pissed off be-

cause when you tried to talk

politics the crowd wasn't re-

sponding. I think it was

beacause they couldn't hear

you.
Chuck: "No, I wasn't pissed

off — I couldn't find a subject
[laughs]. J wanted to talk about

the Maori people but I wasn't

honed in on thesubject. When

I get to Australia I'll be honed

in. Australia's somewhere I re-

ally want to hit at. The Aborigi-
nal people... when I went there

before there were so many

things that pissed me off. This

time they're going to get a bit of

dialogue."
It seemed ridiculous to me

last night that when you men-

tioned George Bush everyone
booed on cue, yet most ofthem
don't know shit about Bush
Bush has not touchedtheir lives

yet as soon as Chuck D says
Bush is a bad dude suddenly
everyone ... <

Flav interjects: "WhatChuck

is doing is lettingthe people see

his point of view of the reality
in the United States."

Chuck: "I. didn’t feel that

street corner vibe of: Yo man

we're trying to overthrow this

NZ Government cos it's been

fucked up since the 1800's. I

talked to the Maori people last
time I was hereand I had a vibe.

This time we got into the coun-

try late so maybethathad some-

thing to do with it. This time I

didn't feel that vibe."

, You spoke last night about

how the US Police motto 'Pro-

tect & Serve' means protecting

property and how the Black

people have no property there-

fore they, get no Police

service
...
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Chuck laughs: "That's one

of the few things I made sense

on ..."

You guys have been around,
you must have property. I hear

Ice T lives in Beverly Hills now

— how rich are Public Enemy?
Chuck: Ice T is large, he got

his shit together. PEaren't large
like that [laughs] I ain't got no

property— all I got is my jeans
and my jacket!"

Flav: "We aren't rich finan-

cially, but we are rich. We're

rich from the heart. We're a

rich people, and we like to teach

the people. As longas you want
the best for somebody you're
rich."

Chuck: "We're moving on

up. We've got a lot of people in

our structure and things are

intertwining. It's always astrug-
gle to get your business totally
straight. People are always try-
ing to snatch yo'money. Al-

ways! We've now got a business

team, and as of. the last two

years everything has been air-

tight and solid. They'remaking
a lot of right and correct moves

for us, whereas in the begin-
ning of our career there were

people who we later found out

were, uh, criminals! There's

probably 15-20 people in the

Public Enemy structure and it's

not just Chuck D and Flav

who've got to be correct, it's

everyone in the totem pole."
Have you got a MasterPlan?

ft Chuck: "TO RUUULE THE

WORLD!!!!" (Everyone laughs
and rolls around the floor for

10minutes clutching their sides

with mirth.)
Obviously you're more than

just 'Entertainers'?

. .Chuck: "No, you're right.
We're adults, we're black men

that ant to be in control of

our destinyand tell people that

this wickedness that has come

about in the past has not been

progressive for all peoples. This

world has to be shared. If any-

thing is going to be our goal to

rule it's to rule people with the

right word. It's beneficial for

them to know that this is the

onlyplanet thatwe can live on.

The word is love. Love this world

you're on, love your fellow man.

And that can only come about

ifyouknow the real deal. That's

thethingthat we'vebeenabout:

do right over wrong.
The common criticism for

rap is that it's so sexist. It still

I
.
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SOUTHSIDE OF BOMBAY
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fill Across The World /
4 Track cassinqle — also features "What's The lowJWi
Time Mr Wolf".
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|H| KEREN 10 When You Leave
ffcfjh I Brilliant new single from Merenia's forthcoming

I album. Check out the video!

EH Available on CD single & cassingle
.

'

THE WHRRfITfIHS
Walking theTightrope 04.
Brilliant new single written by Wayne Mason tCrnS

PflGflN RECORDS PO Box 47 290. Ponsonby
Ph (09) 302 3228, Fox (09) 302 3229

4 Rip It Up


