
who each had hit a personal
career peak while also extend-

ing their genre's boundaries?

For Rodney Crowell theanswer

is not so much deeper as

broader. Lyrically Life Is Messy
may contain nothing to match

the poignance of the previous
album's song to his dead father

but there are still plenty of

sharply observed commentar-

ies here. Try, for instance, the

disingenuous 'lt's Not For Me

To Judge'.
It's in some of the musical

arrangements that we find

Crowell stretchingout. 'I Hardly
Know How To Be Myself' cre-

ates a quietly brooding atmos-

phere with pattering drums

under stabs oforgan and piano,
'Alone But Not Alone' develops
his Orbison fascination to new

heights of beauty while 'Let's

Make Trouble' makes effective

use of the distinctive tones of

backing vocalist Sam Phillips.
Actually there's not one dud

track anywhere.
Nor on Mary-Chapin Car-

penter's Come On Come On al-

though several of the fast ones

do come rather close to being

merely competent (and that sort

of qualified praise could never

be levelled at her last album).
Perhaps it's because this time

out she's co-written several

tunes that makes them sound

less distinctive. The most me-

lodically attractive stuff here is

hers alone.

The best news is that Come

On Come On more than con-

firms Carpenter's statusamong
music's premier wordsmiths.

The title lyric evokes a beautiful

sleeve photo. The narrator of 'I

Am A Town' is indeed a decay-
ing country settlement. On 'I

Feel Lucky' Carpenter cheerily
fantasizes havingMessrsYokam

and Lovett vie for heraffection.

And 'He Thinks He'll Keep Her'

presents another of her deftly
sketched female dilemmas.

If Come On Come On lacks

the overall consistency of its

astonishing predecessor that

doesn't alter the fact that its

best tracks still show Mary-
Chapin Carpenter's talent

shooting remarkably straight.
PETER THOMSON

LIFE SEX AND DEATH

The Silent Majority (Warners)
BOOTSAUCE

Bull (Polygram)
Glenn Danzig, Chris Cornell,
Trent Reznor, Henry Rollins.

Hard rockin' names that just
ooze anarchic decadence. In

contrast, "Stanley" is a name

that can implynothing but ro-

man sandals and socks on a

pimply kid whose gym shorts

are too small. Coincidentally,
it's the name of the bespecta-
cled Barney Rubble figure that

frontsequally shite named Life

Sex and Death. They're up

against it from the start.

Chicago born, but seemingly
LA bred, Life Sex and Death are

a nondescript filling in the

American rock sandwich. While

occasionally they stumble out

of the rock-by-numbers main-

stream to pen a thumping, wail-

ing gem ('Train', 'Hey Buddy',
'Jawohl Asshole') more often

it's a case of exhuming tired

riffs the G 'n' R mob have bored

us with a billion times before

with Stanley's competent bari-

tone slipping into Van Halen

harmonies a few times too

many. There are a few other

nasty surprises: a square dance

type dittyrecorded on a motor-

way (presumably a bad joke)
and 'Rise Above', a completely
unmoving lament that owes a

lot to George Michael's Listen

Without Puking album.

As the title and cover sug-

gests, there's an attempt at po-
litical correctness, achieved

with 'Guatemala' but blown

away on 'Wet Your Lips': She

wanna wanna sucka sucka, girls
around the world wet your lips,
give the nuts to the squirrels. Not

exactly the lyrics of a new ager.
Life Sex and Death are rock

orphans. They don't know

whether they're PC or sexist

rockers, nor do they fit com-

fortably in the mainstream or

alternative rock genres. It seems

they've just decided to be crap
in the meantime.

Now Bootsauce is a name

any self-respecting band would

kill for.Led by Baculis Pere Fume

(kind of a hard name) this four

piece are huge in their native

Canada (not terribly impressive
considering Tom Cochrane is

too).
They're light hearted musi-

cal sluts pinching styles from

every genre imaginable. 'Love

Monkey #9', the breakthrough
single that landed them in the

cash, is heavy funk rock high-
lighted with Peter Sellers sam-

ples. The Lemonheads meet

Simply Red on 'Watcha Need'

while 'Big Bad and Groovy' is

more your Chili Peppers bat-

tling C+C Music Factory type
number. 'Touching Cloth' is a

Beastie Boys impression, 'Dog
Pound' a Tom Waits one. The

final track is hardcore

grungoramawith Lemmy guest-
ingon vocals’ Bootsauce bind it

all together with ultra funky
70s guitar.

'Bull' is basicallyonebig piss-
take (hence the title) and un-

derstandably any attempt at a

rap-rock-funk-techno blues-

soul crossover has problems
with continuity and lasting
appeal. What thecocktail trans-

lates to is a disjointed collec-

tion of throwaway pop rock

from an imaginative band that

limit themselves to mediocrity
by being (excuse the cliche) a

jack of all trades and master of

none.

TONY MILLER

Bootsauce
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NEW MIXERS

DIGITAL SAMPLING MIXER PDMSO9
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� 8 second digital sampler AT LAST! A digital sampling mixer at an

� Sound effects w/speed control affordable price. The PDM 90S is the

� Voice change (DJ mic) < latest development in digital sampling .
, n.' ■„ «A11 -r„ib»

~ mixers, with up to 8 second, 12 bit CD
� □J mic Auto I alk . . r*. , r -

, . .
. m *a-

quality samples.
� Input. 2 x Mic

-

.

‘ Samples can be taken from any ■ .
~ 2-x Phono , :> y, J-;;:. • ■ channel, stored, and mixed in with any ’

. 2 x CD of the main programme material in

1-x Aux. - either,loop mode or single play.
1 x Camera Audio ■ . <

Don’t miss out — stocks are limited at

1 x DJ Mic
.

this price - ,

� Removable fader ftlill AF 9CICIEZ
� Dimensions 482W x 190 D x 38H mm WIIILT 9333 inCGST

ALSO AVAILABLE To turn your existing mixer

into a digital sampler is the PDM 301. X
Connects to any mixer! Up to 8 second sample 7SS

i„put ONLY$395 incGST

SDJ 34005 E STEREO DISCO MIXER WITH GRAPHIC EQUALISER,
ECHO SOUND EFFECTS

-■■■ � 6 CHANNELS WITH FADERS.
-

- ,-•“ .>* � CHOICE OF 10 INPUTS (8 STEREO & 2 MICS).
4-

**

� ECHO WITH REPEAT & SPEED CONTROLS.
Jr I*.’

. \ G I *8 SOUND EFFECTS. ECHO

; ?. ;. • f r S f | �DJ MIC WITH TALKOVER SWITCH.
' * CROSS FADE SLIDER.

‘li I t l I J • it.lJf’ V.A ? � LEFT & RIGHT HAND 7 BAND GRAPHIC
WyjS

- ..
EQUALISERS.

*** * ” ‘

* - . *? � LEFT & RIGHT HAND OUTPUT BAR GRAPH
; y i Vu METERS.

� CUE HEADPHONE MONITOR (STEREO).
A VERSATILE PROFESSIONAL MIXER:- 6 CHANNELS & IO INPUTS (8 STEREO & 2 MICS) - Ch 1 DJ mic with 10-cut

frequency switch and taikover switch, Ch 2 mic with 10-cut frequency switch, Ch 3 switchable turntable or line 1. Ch 4 switchable
turntable or line2 (Ch 3& Ch 4with cross fade), Ch 5 switchable turntable or line 3, Ch 6 switchable line 4 or line 5 (line inputs can

be tuner, tape, CD, video etc). HEADPHONE CUE MONITOR (STEREO) - Monitors Ch 1 to Ch 6 plus master output. TWIN LEFT &
RIGHT HAND Vu METERS- LEDbar graph indicates output level ofmixer. GRAPHIC EQUALISERS -Separate left & right hand 7

band equalisers for precise equalisation, with EQ defeat switch. ECHO - BBD echo system with echo on/off switch, repeat and

speed controls. 8 SOUND EFFECTS - (With level control) Bombing, Laser, Ambulance, Shooting, Siren, Machine gun, Telephone
and Storm. 5 STEREO OUTPUTS - Aux 1 (record), Aux 2 (record), Master Output plus secondary master output for monitor/slave

etc plus headphone monitor.

DJ 10OOSE STEREO DISCO MIXER WITH SOUND EFFECTS
1® S * 5 CHANNELS WITH FADERS. ' ■.

'* CHOICEOF 8 INPUTS (6 STEREO & 2 MICS).
� 8 SOUND EFFECTS. ECHO . '

‘V ( -f I � LEFT AND RIGHT HAND OUTPUT Vu METERS.■HBBS *DJ MIC WITH

WITH

TALK OVER.

� CHOICEOF 8 INPUTS (6 STEREO & 2 MICS).
W � 8 SOUND EFFECTS. ECHO

J'W � left AND RIGHT HAND OUTPUT Vu METERS.
� DJ MIC WITH AUTO TALK OVER.

■ IHgSK � CUE HEADPHONE MONITOR (STEREO).
' i .� CROSS FADE slider. . ; .v- ■■ ■

■ � TREBLE AND BASS CONTROLS.

� COMPACT SIZE. . .
A COMPACT SIZE MIXER PROVIDING MANY FACILITIES:- 5 CHANNELS & EIGHT INPUTS - Ch 1 switchable turntable or

line 1, Ch 2 switchable turntable or line 2 (Ch 1 & 2 with cross fade), Ch 3 switchable line 3 or line 4 (line inputs can be tuner, tape,
CD, video etc), Ch 4 DJ mic channel with auto talk over switch. Ch 5 additionalmic channel. 8 SOUND EFFECTS - (With level

control) Bombing, Laser, Ambulance, Shooting, Siren, Machine' Gun, Telephone and Storm. HEADPHONE CUE MONITOR -

Monitors all 5 channels plus master output. TWIN LEFT & RIGHT HAND Vu METERS- LED bar graphs indicate output level of

mixer. ADDITIONAL CONTROL - Master output, Bass & Treble. OUTPUTS - Master, Record & Headphone Monitor.

Jit EDWARDS SOUND, LIGHT & VISION
<FH) 666 Dominion Road, Auckland. PO Box 96 069, Balmoral.

Phone & Fax (09) 630 6597 ’ '•;<
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