
few people that we'd consider

followers, true bad dudes."

So how come New Plymouth
has got such an ugly reputa-
tion? The boys mutter some-

thing about the wrong people
doing the talking.

Craig says the "sexist New

Plymouth" tag was largely due

to Sticky Filth's Weep Woman

Weep, the cover art and the

wordsto a couple of songs. I say
that I'm a feminist but I don't

find the Filth's songs offensive.

The infamous 'Dig You Up' was

just schlock-rock horror. Craig
says he doesn't write songs to

be funnybut how anyone could

take those lines seriously
enough to take offense is be-

yond me. As for 'WeepWoman

Weep' (a great song, now a sta-

ple of local covers bands), surely
anyone can hear thatthe singer
(in the character of the song) is

hating himself as much as the

woman who broke his heart. By
now it's lateafternoon and time

for the interview to wind up if

Mairi's going to get her photo-
graphs. We say our goodbyes.
Nigel gives me some gothic
band stickers and promises to

send me a copy of Welcome To

Ward Thirteen, the fanzine/
comic he's doing with some

friends and I vow to remember

the name Nefarious.

Fouryears down thetrack,Sticky
Filth are tired of talking about

Weep Woman Weep but f they
oblige with some more history
when we meet at Chris' flat

later that afternoon. Chris tells

me 'Dig You Up' prompted a

letter from a group of three
called People Against Pornog-
raphy who threatened to take

the song to the Human Rights
Commission.

Says Chris, "We wrote back
and told themwhat wethought
about* it and that was that. We
didn't hear anythingelse about

it. "

Five years on their music is

changing, still delivered with

trademark Sticky Filth venom

but, Chris suggests, maybe a bit

more refined, with someslower

songs in the set. With Paul on

drumssince last February,Sticky
Filth are well pleased with their

line-upand the musical changes
going on. Craig is a little more

forthcoming on the subject of
his newer lyrics.

"I don'treally writemysongs
about relationships purpose-

fully, because you live a lifeand

you relate with people and of

course songs are a bit about it

unless you write a song a bout a

tree or something. Sometimes I

write a song like 'Vodka, The

Devil and Me', that's a song
about astory. Or 'Mother', that'

s about motherearth and that's

because I feel that way. I don't

know what the others feel like,
but it takes all three of us —

when we make the music we

feel happy about, it comes out

in a good way."
Sticky Filth are arguably the

most popularband in the New

Plymouth "scene". They fill

venues whenever they head-

line and have sold out both

Weep Woman Weep and Nectar

ofthe Gods. Theonly thingthey
lack is a recordingcontract and

with their track record they are

understandably peeved that

no local labels have expressed
the slightest interest in their

work.

"What's a record label try-
ing to do? Get a band and sell

records. We're a band and we

sell records but they're not in-

terested," says Craig.
Not that this has stopped

StickyFilth fromreleasing prod-
uct. Unfortunately their self-

financed release programmehas

temporarily ground to a halt

and they're two albums behind

thanks to a certain Australian

pressingplant with underhand

business tactics. The company
took Sticky Filth's money and

their master tapes and promptly
went under, test pressings were

melted down, they never got
Z their money back. So much for

selling records in Australia to

earn Australian dollars to get
more pressed to bring back to

New Zealand. Fortunately, their

1990 Australian tour proved
more successful, theFilth played
with the Hard Ons and filled

pubs in their own right.
"We need to go back to Aus-

tralia," says Craig. "We need to

get out of New Zealand. We

beat the track around New Zea-

land all the time and it's just
the same thing. Whatyou need

to do is treat Sydney and Mel-

bourne as part of your tour,
every few months go to Auck-

land, then to Sydney for a few

weeks, back to New Plymouth
to get theband as high as it will

go. You have to go and base

yourselves in Sydney and from

Sydney jump over to Europe.
That'swhat happenswith bands

like the Hard Ons and Cosmic

Psychos. Playing New Zealand,
0.9 per cent of the people that

areever goingto digyour music

may work out to a thousand

people. Go to Germany, you've
got 0.9 of the population, but

that's a million people."
Craig says the Filth are go-

ing to do some new recording
soon. You get the impression
they're at a crossroads, they've
done the groundwork, they've
got a healthy local fan baseand

some overseas interest, they've
grown up in the last five years
and they'd like more people to

know where they're at now.

Providing they can find a pro-
ducer who suits them.

"The second record didn't

have the gutsy production of

the first even though it was

mixedby the same guy," opines
Craig. "We find it hard to get
someone who can produce our

records. It would be good to get
on a label, but they start telling
you what to do and I'm real

sceptical of people. I'm not giv-
inganything away to some guy
I don't even know."

Meanwhile, the Filth, like

all the other bands I spoke to,

are happy enough in New Ply-
mouth, the general opinion
being that it's a great place to

live and play music. There's a

high level of interconnection

and mutual support between

bands, people standing in for

missing members or belonging
to several bands at once, they
party together and roadie for

each other. No female presence
in thebands, though, not even

in the organisational/ lighting/
mixing capacities.

Monday afternoon and Mairi

and I are due to leave town the

next morning. I'mhangingaim-

lessly around the White Hart

beforewe set out out to photo-
graph Warp Spasm when

Alastair from Tension turns up
to give me a band bio. With

halfanhour to spare, we decide

to have a drink. He gets my
interest when he tells me that

he likes to sit on Queen Street

and do that head trip thing
whereyou speculate that all the

people walking by only exist
for as long as you notice them,
wheredo they go, who are they,
who cares? This is the kind of

dizzythought I like, so the pro-
verbial chord is struck.

Hard-core thrash metallers

Tension formed fouryears ago,

playing with Sticky Filth, Toxic

Avengers and local boys made

reasonably good in Sydney,
Casualty. Although guitarist
Kelly is totally intodeath metal,
Alastair and his brother Paul

are into rap and prefer the lyrics
of bands like Public Enemy to

the death metal inanities dished

up by Deicide (the other mem-

bers of Tension are third

Tattersall brother Jason on bass

and Chris from StickyFilth on

guitar).
"It'sreally easy to writeabout

shit, anybody can write about

Satan in five minutes," says
Alastair.

Thus 'Negative's Decay' is
about media trivialisation of

important issues and 'Grin And

Bear It' — about abuse from a

woman's point of view — was

written with the help of a fe-

male friend.

Tension pull the samecrowd

as Sticky Filth and a lot of

punkersand skins are into them

because they're loud and fast.

Inevitably, there's a big
hardcore/ metal cross-fertilisa-

tion in New Plymouth, with

differing factionsco-existing in
such close quarters. All this

sounds very postiveand Alastair

is yet another band member

who confirms that New Ply-
mouth's nasty reputation is

undeserved.

Maybe violence is cyclical
and there just hasn't been any
for a while, maybe the trouble-

makers have left town, maybe
certain people have cooled

down or grown up. Whatever,
Alastair, like everyone else I

spoke to, just wants to concen-

trate on perfecting his music

and getting it out. As Das Unter

Mensh, Tension sold 200 cop-
ies of their single 'Winning
Hearts And Minds' within days
of its release and they still get
letters from fans in Brazil, Peru

and Chilli. Now they want to

put out an album. Their aim?

To sound as heavy as possible.
FOOTNOTE

We were sad to leave New

Plymouth. We had a goodtime.

So you can't get a cup of coffee

on the main street on Saturday
afternoon, so what? We did find

a really cool second-hand

clothes shop (oops, sorry guys,

girl talk here) and while I'm on

the subject, Leather and Lace,
as well as being a tattoo par-
lour, sells a classy line in tight
clothes with buckles and chains

in all the right places. Surprise
discovery?New Plymouth lives

on a Monday night. Due to an

organisational hiccup I missed

out on the action (again!), but

Mairi, Nigeland his friendSemp
went on an eating and drinking
binge that kept them busy all

night. They ate pizza, they
drank tequila (Burundi's), they
cabbed around town until five

o'clock in the friggin morning.
To coin Brian Wafer's poster
phrase: all is 'Not So Quiet On
The New Plymouth Front.'Such

was the success ofFriday night's
show he's thinking of making
the multi-band local showcase

an annual event. Meanwhile,
catch Sticky filth on the24th of

this month at the Boardwalk

Bar.

DONNA YUZWALK

StickyFilth: Paul, Chris and Craig and roadie Damon
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