
albums
you could name going on at one point
or another, but it'sall subject to the
random space warp of Axemen irony
(rhymes with 'my pon/, apparently).
The result beggars (and quite likely
buggers) description: it's awonderfully
disorienting, defiantly "unprofessional*
mess in which everythingseems

possible. And no, ifs not "quirky* like
They Might Be Giants or some such

atrocity, because every little sound is
drenched in what weare still forced,
forwant ofa word that isn'tpart of the

vocabulary of the Christian Motivation

Seminar, to call "attitude".

But even if the music was total shit,
Pud (rhymes with "cud", not "should")
would still tower over lotsof other

things, because like Manic Street
Preachers (and the nominations forthe
"mostunlikely comparison" section of

next year's media awards are now

closed) the Axemen deal with the
band as cultural artefact. Not in

anything like the hopelessly naive

sociology-of-subculturesense, just in
the way so much of theirappeal comes

from the sumptuous 14 page booklet
accompanying the album, from the .
idea of this almost masonic

secret-band-society drinking old dogs
and children and watermelon wine

("First carefully peel the dogs..."),
laughingat the outside world and

revelling in being hated by Colin .
Hogg.

50,000 marks off forwhistling,
though. , -
MATTHEW

K.D. LANG

Ingenue
(Sire)
ANNIE LENNOX
Diva

(RCA).
What's in an album title? Annie

Lennox's boasts vocal pretentions,
while k.d. lang would have us regard
her as artless.

Lang, at least, is surely being ironic.

Firstly she is a writerofconsiderable

talent, asthese 10 new songs attest.

She also possesses one of the most

beautiful and adaptable voices in
modem music. Tagging her as 'country'

has long since become quite
inadequateand Ingenue finds her

adopting the style ofa sensual,
frequently forlorn torch singer.

The songs are virtuallyall

slow-paced with — in total disregard
forthe conventions of album

programming — the fastest kept till last.

(And it's the only time the drummer
uses sticks). The arrangements include
subtle shadingsfrom the likes of cello,
clarinetand vibraphone as well as the

more expected lap steel guitar and
piano.

In such low-key settings, success

relies heavily on thequalities of song
and singer. And although there's not

one poor track here, some songsare.
considerablystronger than others. Ms .
lang'svoice, however, despite its
restraint throughout, is invariably
wondrous.

'

In contrast to k.d. lang, AnnieLennox
has always recorded with

up-to-the-minute electronic ~“

instrumentation. She continues to do so

on her firstsolo album, undercutting
any lingering misconceptionsthat it

was just Dave Stewart who controlled
the Eurythmics sound. Apart from a

one-joke throwaway(the final track)
all the material on Diva is originaland

agood half of the album is very good
indeed.

’

, ,

. It's the uptempo tracks thatare the

disappointments. Adoptingstances in

electro pop and soul such numbers as

'Walking On Broken Glass', 'Legend In

My Living Room' and 'Little Bird' are

catchy enough, but too similar to

countless otherentries in the field.

But on the slower stuff Annie's unique
qualities really shine. The ballad 'Why'
is straight-outgorgeous and superbly
sung. 'Money Can't Buy If isall slinky
funk thatbuilds to an impassioned
climax. Perhaps best of the lot is The

Giff. Co-written with The Blue Nile, the

track is typicalof their sparse '3am and

alone with the rain trickling down the

window' sort of mood.Lennox's cool

vocal is so perfectly matchedthat one

hopes they'll do a whole album

togethersometime. •

So if Diva seems arather grandiose
title forthis album at least the best

tracks suggest that the term is not too

far-fetched. AnnieLennox has made

an auspicious start to her solo career.

PETER THOMSON '

GARY MOORE
AfterHours

(Virgin)
In 1990 Gary Moore decided to

take a gamble and do something he'd

always wanted to do— make an

entire album ofblues tunes and ask

someof his favourite players(Albert
King and AlbertCollins) to guest. He

was genuinelysuprised when Still Got
The Blues became his most successful
album ofa musical careerwhich spans
20 years, throughThin Lizzy,
Coloseum, G Force and several solo

recordings. Now it seems Gary has

opted toabandon fret burning hard
rock forhis love of the goodold blues.

Basically AfterHours is a straight
continuation of whathe began last

time, though ifs perhaps even more

traditional sounding in guitar approach
and with more horn section back-up.
Rollicking upbeat numbers like the first

single 'Cold Day In Hell' and the duet
with BB King 'Since I MetYou Baby'
contrast well against the sheer
smoothness of 'SeparateWays' and

'Story of the Blues'. Gary has complete
command of his instrument and can

evoke a lot of feeling so naturally into

the music although the same cannot be
said for his singing voice ('Nothing's
The Same' would have been better as

an instrumental). Albert Collins once

again lends a handand one of the few

covers is a ripping run-through of
Mayall's 'Key To Love'. AfterHours is a

slick follow-up that confirmshow
comfortable Moore is to simply just
play the blues.
GEOFFDUNN

LILS
Lodestone

(Failsafe)
Soft-core indie guitar rock from this

Christchurch four piece who relocated

to Auckland. The Lils write songs with

wordsthat suggest experiences
deeplyfelt and carefully mulled into
music. Quietly intense, theynever

really take the reins off their guitars,
but they do sustain a mood through 13

carefully constructed songs. Shades of

the Only Ones, the Clean, and — on

'Falling In And Out'—an accelerated
Joy Division, although not as gloomy as

that, the Lils are never self-indulgent or

melodramatic.
Lodestone does suffer from a certain

homogeneityofstyleand mood and

they save their best song for last. 'Hide'

is a mesmerising acoustic track, oneof

the best local songs I've heard on BFM
this year, simple harmonies and tender

sentiments perfectly attuned to a

haunting melody.Perhaps if they had

attempted slightly fewer than the 13

tracks on Lodestone we would have
been treated to a few more songs as

exceptional as this.
DONNA YUZWALK

THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS
Apollo 18

(Elektra)
A fourth album from John Linnell and

John Flansburgh heralds another feast

ofquirkyvignettes, brief oddball

snapshots, slices of life and lunacy. This

time divided into 18 ideas shaped as

songs, 17 more ideas than most bands.

On 'I Palindrome I', The Statue Got

Me High' and 'Dinner Bell' humourand

perfect pop collide and although
humour is their serious weapon of

dissection, theyalso like knocking out

pure spoofs like 'Spideri and 'Hall of
Heads'.

They might be giants, but they ain't

midgets as Apollo 18shows how they
continue to tease, be indecisive,
ludicrousand turn lyrics and song

structures to their own imperfect ends.
You might love them.
GEORGEKAY

THE HOLY TOLEDOS

Forget and Forgive
(Failsafe)

The Holy Toledos got together as

school friends inChristchurch in 1989
and their youth is evident in the classic

bedroom-angst lyrics and vocal style
of lead singerIsongwriter Michael

Gregg.
Songs about wanting people back or

not wanting them back, songs about

uncertainty,disappointment, hope and

hopelessness, but the music doesn't

quite meet the wintry drama of the
lyrics head on. The cover photography
isreminiscent of the Jesus and Mary
Chain's portraits on their collected

singles LP, but the Holy Toledos are

more restrained and tasteful than the

MaryChain, guitarsonly go off

memorably at the end ofone song,

'Anything', which also gives most

effectiveexpression to fear of living
due to disillusionment incurred so far.

One thinks of Bread and Leonard
Cohen and U2, that's the emotional

terrain these young men are treading,
but they are dragging their heels in the

melodydepartment, and one song

slips rather too indistinctly into the next.

Still, the Holy Toledos inhabit their

own poetic universe and they're not

afraid to be unhappy in public. Forthat

they should be praised.
DONNA YUZWALK

SPINAL TAP
Break Like TheWind

(MCA)
This album is totally ridiculous. Yes,

the metal movie legends have

disgraced the recorded medium.

BreakLike The Wind is acelebration of
all that is comical in the world of Heavy

Metal, strung togetherby surprisingly
good playing by Tufnel, Hubbinsand
Smalls.

The frightening thing about this
record is that one could quite imagine
hearing these songs on a supposedly
serious rock release. 'Bitch School' has
the required dose of sexism, while The

Majesty of Rock' with its

pseudo-orchestral arrangement could
have been on aQueen record.
'Christmas With The Devil' is a yuletide
romp through hell: 'The elves are

dressed in leatherand the angels are

in chains". Spinal Tap can be

congratulated forthe factthat they
have actually found a record company
thatwants to release their records. This

14-song opus shows the signs of a

groupthat have waited long fortheir

time in the spotlight. Well, doesn't that

sound like the Tap.
Everything about them is mockery.

Check out the hilarious self-portraits on

the inside cover. If you're starting a

heavymetal band don't feel
embarrassed when you see how
similar your lyrics are to those of Spinal
Tap. They are the true grandfathers of

heavy metal.

LUKE CASEY

SMASHING PUMPKINS
Lull
(Caroline)

This is an interesting little morsel from

one of the most interestingindie bands

to come out of theStates in the past
two years. The Pumpkins combine the

atmospheric lushness of the Cocteau

Twins with the big rock firepower of

Jane's Addiction. They even manage to

come up with some nice melodies as

well.
This EP is one foreither diehard fans

or those new to the group.
'Rhinoceros', by farone of thecoolest
tracks fromtheir LP Gish is included, as

are two othersfrom those particular
sessions. The only throwaway is 'Bye
June' where the trademark

kindergarten vocal line gets a touch

too soppy. This track can only be

categorised under 'filler'.

Anappetiser is agood description
of this release. One would be well

advised to skip this on the shelves,
however, and reach straightfortheir
wonderful album.

LUKE CASEY

GaryMoore &B.B.King.
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r GHS DESIGNER CASE GIVEAWAY

PRIVATE COLLECTION
C/o 213 MAIN RD, GREEN ISLAND, DUNEDIN.

AUCTION CLOSES 2nd JUNE
,7 1. Lennon Yoko Wedding Album Complete E/M

2. Cher Heart ofStone + 2 Picture Disc Mint •

. 3. Ozzy ()z Bourne The UltimateSinLP 1986Picture Disc BrilliantArt

4. Christians Words 12”Picture Disc Words onJacket Nice Mint

5. Blondeon Blonde Whole Lotta Love 7” Dutch nude picture Disc Mint

6. Bruce Springsteen Chime of Freedom US 7” CDLong Card S/S Mint •

7. Iron MaidenTheEvil That Man Do +1 Bat shaped Great. Picture Disc

8. Tears for Pears Advice for the youngatHeart + 2 12” Picture Disc Number LEd Mint

9. Models Out ofMind Out of Sight Head Shaped LE Picture Disc Mint : ,
10. Bronski Beat C’monC’mon Drummer shaped Picture Disc Mint •
11. HieCult L/E InterviewPicture Disc MM1225 1986 Great Pic

12. Nick Heyward Love all Day Radio shaped 7” Picture Disc Mint

13. Hooters Karla With AK 7” K Shaped picdisc ' . \

14.. Beatles Magical MysteryTour +24page colourbook Mint .
15. Judes Priest Priest LP 1980 English print
16. Deep Purple Fireball LP Pic Disc with Poster Great Pic
17. Malcolm McLaren Madma butterfly 7” shaped pic Disc Mint

18. Ouireboys I dontlove you any more 12”h+pEditionwith Dble sided poster
19. Hooters-Satellite-Satellite Shaped pic Disc Mint

20. The Cars Heart beat City promotional Copy Numbererd Gate fold with Stickers US

21. Judes Priest TheBest ofLP Pic Disc Two Great Pics
22. Deborah Harry Sweet and Low 12”UKPic Disc

23. Midnight Oil Blue Sky Mining USLP LE Blue Vinyl
24. ■ Nick Barker & The Reptiles Won’t get you loved Cassingle with Reptile Cap SS Mint

25. Steve Earle & The Dukes The otherkind Strictly LEd Compact Disc Poster Wallet Mint

26. Cult Wildflower 7” in wrap around poster S/W Mint

27. Blondie The Tide is High 7”JapPS Mint • .
28. Sam Brown mindworks 7” L E Pop-up sleeveS/S . .
29. George Harrison when we was Fab L E Box Contains 7” Colour Poster and Cut out

30. Cher if I could (urn Back 7"LEd Gate fold EP with Colour Pictures • : ' .
31. Deborah Harry Sweet andLow 7” PS with wrap-aroundPoster SS . >

‘ 32. Genesis InvisibleTouch Special LE FoldSleeve. Clear Vinyl
33. Pink Floyd One Slip LE Pink Vinyl Cate fold
34. David Bowie Fame Exclusive Changes Pack includes Three LE Prints Mint

35. David Bowie Ashes toAshes 7” PS with Stamps
36. Tina T urner Foreign Affair Special LE Deluxe Collectors Passport CD Package
37.

’’

Love and Money Love and Money LE with Free Cassette + 7”Live atBarrowland

38. Fuzzboy Walking onThin Ice 7”Japans with Badge S/S.
39. EltonJohn I’m Still Standing + SLE & Record Set Gate fold 7” Mint

40. Blondie Island ofLost Souls 7” Pic Disc Great Mint. 1 .
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NEIL YOUNG Weld live ERIC CLAPTON,24 POGUES, best of 47mlnYESYears PUBLICENEMY Tour of
Expiry Date Signature Unchained Melody etc. . .■ J**' ” soul hits live $29. PEPPERS,Blood 105min $39. Nights live $39. $39. 120min$39 Black Planet65min $35.

2.MOTOWN MAGIC & -- - - -- 330. Sex $35. ixummeov.

rai ■ Supremes, Tempts,
-

.Ilfle
— Gaye, 4 Tops etc. NEW RELEASES COLOUR ME BADD vids PAUL YOUNG best of NED'S ATOMIC KYLIE, Let's Get To vids Paul Si mix is

3.SOUL JamesBrown, SEAL 40min $35. 335.
’

vids 57min $35. DUSTBIN 47min $35. $25. Ml

Title' Tina Turner, Joe Tex, DAMN YANKESS40min TRIBUTEto ELTON JAMESTAYLOR in MOTORHEAD LIVE, GLEN CAMPBELL,Live F bOtoMRE mr-1-a.x. -8
Arethaetc. $35. ■ JOHN,Various 90min concert70min $39. Everything Louder at theDome $35.

..

4. JACKIEWILSON Reet HEAVYD& BOYS vids ' 339. ALICE IN CHAINSlive 6«mlns39. BING CROSBY, Magic EaaEfigfea ENLUEv „... f i' -
Name

’ ■ r s3s< ' INXS «1ve91,94m1n 45m1n535. • RHYTHM DIVINEStory Ofssmins39. .
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Address
Shangri-Las, $35. STING, Soul Cages live Hell 52min $35. DANNI,Love & Kisses 339. ■■■■■■ < fflEsßE®

: BUZZCOCKS Live 90m1n539. ROBERT CRAYbest of vids 27min $25. PAVAROTTI live Hyde RAYCHARLESIive 1991 FISHBONE PAULSIMON, Central

r
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Enclosed Kingsmen, Jerry Lee, 84-91 Mmin $39.
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