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TEENAGE FANCLUB

Bandwagonesque
(DGC)

Defying logic, organisation and a

big record company, TeenageFanclub

have muddled their way to the
forefront of aBritish pop scene much in
need of their shambolic, melodic
restlessness.

Pegged as ananswer to Dinosaur Jr,
or more hopefully in some hearts,
another Glasgow-bred Jesusand
Mary Chain, ex-boy Hairdresser
Norman Blake (guitar/vocals) and .
Raymond McGinley have their own

timetable to mutation. Alimited edition
single version of‘The Ballad of John
and Yoko' and their bizarre

instrumentalalbum of last year showed

their throwaway sense of humour.

Even the first album proper, Catholic

Education, had its fair share ofoddities
— notably the ‘HeavyMetal’ pisstakes
among the rough-hewn gems like
‘Everything Flows’and ‘Crifical Mass'.

Within all this impetuous dissidence
lurks a brilliant pop sensibility and

Bandwagonesque comes close

enough to verifying that.With Brian

Wilson as their spiritual leaderand a

lazy guitargrunge as their frademark,
‘The Concept,‘December’ and ‘What
You Do ToMe’ are innovative
creations of sweetness and jagged
edges. The single ‘Star Sign’ is just
about one of those one-in-a-million
rushes of seamless rock ‘n’roll while -
‘Alcoholiday’ and ‘GuidingStar’ tackle
the Beach Boys fromdifferent angles.

The Mary Chain broke the mould
when theyput Phil Spectorthrough

their white noise machine; TFC aren't in

thatcompanyyet,buton -
Bandwagonesquethere’s enoughpop
ingenvity in evidence to suggest that it's

onlya matter offime.

'GEORGEKAY

BASSOMATIC
Science and Melody
(Virgin)

In retrospect, Bassomatic deserve
some recognition as they helped
pioneer thatwhole British dancesound

thatthe likes ofMassive have taken to
suchheights. William Orbif's first
offeringswere using all the right
elements: an equal mix of reggae, hip
hopand house with a roof-shaking
bass sound. All these things are still to
the fore in Science and Melodlyalong
with a lot bettersongs than Set the
Controls.. . which means you have a

pretty formidable combination here.

Tracks like ‘She’s On the Phone

Again’ have awesome, killer beats
without the supercharged speedof
house music and all sorts of weirdness
floats around in the mix to keep things
interesting. There’s areal cruisey feel
to the album, whichprobably is meant

toaid the enjoyment ofyour
recreational chemical of choice, but

actuallyworks betterat making
Science and Melodyseem likea great

‘relaxed night or languid summerday
soundtrack.

| can't thinkofany logical reason for

whythe British have stumbled onto this
soundand perfected it, butas longas

theykeep making records as good as

this | don't think it really matters.

KIRK GEE

SAINT ETIENNE
Fox Base Aipha
(Warner Bros)
WORLD OF TWIST
QualityStreet

(Circa)
“GospelOak/SaoPaolo/Boston

Manor/Costa Rica . ..

” Saint Etienne

areall about findingthe exotic in the

commonplace.Like the Smiths they
makean icon of the pale English
teenager and itsenvirons, but where

Morrisey fetishized adolescent

ingenuousness, limp longing forlove,
Saint Etienne find transformational
power in the complexsub-cultural

irony thatonly the kids (and critics like
the band’s Bob Stanley) understand.
The result is that rare thing: truly
passionate genre subversion. Some

songs veer farcloser to dinner party

soul than should everbe allowed, but

these are worthenduring for the

marvellously glacial cover of Neil .
Young’s ‘Only Love Can Break Your
Heart’ alone. That's not the only
moment ofbrilliance: ‘Stoned To Say
The Least', a claustrophobicmatrix of

synth bass and shredded backwards

guitar, exploits thegulf between the

phrase “acid house” and the

un-trip-like austerity of that music,
while ‘London Belongs ToMe'allows o

sickly-sweet girl-group pop song to

degenerate into spaced out

convulsions ofhigh-gloss sound. Most

startlingofall is ‘Like The Swallow’, in

whichan astonishing swarm of drones
and quasi-oriental chimes leads up to a

brief glimpseof a hugepop anthem

driven by bellsand military drums, -
which is in turn engulfed in oceanic
studio noise and finallyreplaced by an

un-naturallyamplified acoustic guitar.
In suggesting then dissolving these

impossible pop universes, Saint

Etienne abolish the idea of “originality”
and offer what mayor may not be an

illusoryway out of the everything’s
been done before impasse.

One ofSaint Etienne’s songs
features the lines “To the sound of the
World of Twist/You leaned over and

gave mea kiss”, butthere's really no

comparison between the two groups.
English critic / theorist Simon Reynolds
has attempted to construct an idea ofa

“camp sublime” around W.O.T;, and

they’ve been called a Human League
forthe 90s, but apart from the album

title (Quality Streetisa box of
chocolates) they display none ofSt.

Etienne’s dazzling witand invention.

They're not abad pop group,
though,mixing abundant energy and a

good melodic sensibility with all
manner ofsquelchy, oozy synth noises.

They'reat their best when the synths
takeover on ‘Jellybaby’,which sounds

exactly like its name, or like what 808

State might come up with ifasked to

writea new themefor The Avengers.
" Itsnowhere near sublime but it kicks

a little bit of the rigor mortisout of

“camp”.
MATTHEWHYLAND

SCATTERBRAIN
Scamboogery
(Elektra)

Scatterbrain’s debut, Here Comes

Troublle, hinted at possible greatness.
Sure, it was dopeyfunk metal,but
therewas enoughstupid energy there
to carryitall. Now they'vefollowed up

Teenage Fanclub (L-R) GerryLove, Brendan O'hare,
Norman Blake, RaymondMcGinnley.

StEtienne (L-R) Bob Stanley, Sarah Cracknell, Pete Wiggs. William Orbit & SindyFinn ofBass-O-Matic.

S".VIOS AUCTION Closes 7 March
Send bids to: Silvios, PO Box 14-434, Wellington 3. Ph(04) 3857-450

) All items EX or better :
BIDS |

1. US Interview Picture Disc AUTOGRAPHEDby all four! Wow!
2.PRINCE New Power Generation 12" Picture Dic. Brilliant Pics!

3.KISS/ACE FREELEYSolo LPPicture Disc. Rare.. - |
4.ECHO+BUNNYMEN Songs To Learn & sing LP Pic Disc. Nice. - i

-5. LED ZEPPELIN 1973 INTERVIEWPic Disc. Great Pics Page/Plant.
6. VELVET UNDERGROUND& NICO Andy Warhol LPPic Disc Banana Pic. ‘
7. ZZ TOPEliminator Picture Disc. Awesome! : ;
8. MADONNA Cherrish 12”Picture Disc. Tasty! -
9.BLONDIE The Hunterd.P Picture Disc. Very nice. :

10. ROMANES Romanes LP Red Coloured Vinyl. VeryLimited. :
11. ROLLING STONES Got Live If You Want It. German Pressing.
12. BEATLES At The Hollywood Bowl. US Capitol Embossed Cover.
13.WHOBest of.OriginalPolydor mono. Great liner notes .- : -
14.FAMILY Fearless LP 1971 USFoldOutCover. -+ - : LA

15.FAUSTSoFarUK with-originalinserts.Beautifulpackage. ~ - . Sk

18. DOORSAn-AmericanPrayer.Gatetold withbooklet. - ]
17.KISS Best of Solo LPs with original stickers 7 e

-18.CUREHead On TheDoorLPAUTOGRAPHED By Robert, Simon & Lawrence ;
19. TRACY CHAPMAN Crossroads LP AUTOGRAPHED!
20. THE KNOBZSudden Exposure LP AUTOGRAPHED by all 5.
21. J.D. BLACKFOOT Song ofCrazy Horse with Boolet & poster .
22. HITS& myths 83 Great NZ Compilation )
23. SIMPLE MINDS Love Song 12” Vintage Minds.
24. BAUHUAS Ziggy Stardust 12” 1972. :
25. IRON MAIDEN 2 Minutes to Midnight/Aces high 2x12” :
26. THESMITHS How Soon Is Now + 2 12” 1984.
27. BLACK FLAG Jealous Again U.S. 10” Coloured Vinyl Sealed. :
28. CRAMPSCan Your Pussy Do The Dogy, 10”coloured vinyl.
29. ICE HOUSE Crazy Australia Shaped Pic Disc.
30. PRINCE Little Red Corvette 7” Pic Disc.

31. SIUOSIE& BANSHEESSong From The World 7” Pic Disc. )
32. US A dayWithout Me. Irish 7”. Nice.
33. DAVIDBOWIEBlue Jean 7” Blue Coloured Vinyl. Sealed

34. ROLLING STONES Five By Five EP UK. : :
35. ELVIS PRESLEY By Request Flaming Star EP NZ

36. KISS - SHANDI - Italian:7” P/S

37. FRANK ZAPPAAsNed + Nelda Hey Nelda 4 Song £P No p/s
38. THE DOORS - Floria/Moonlight Drive U.S. 7” No. p/s ;
39. THE JAM- Funeral Pyre 7” French. Nice p/s ;
40. BAUHAUS TelegramSam 7” 1980 :
41. THE CURE Room At The Top EP Studio outakes
42. SONIC YOUTH Hallowed Be Thy Name 7” Rare Live =
43. MUDHONEY Thorn + 27” Coloured Vinyl
44. JAMC Head on 7” Ltd Edition Inc,. Free Badge. Sealed
45. SISTERS OF MERCEY Live At Paradiso B 3 Temple of love 7”
46. GUNS nROSES Nightrain 7” Incl. free patch. Sealed
47. ERIC CLAPTON 6x7” singles Box Set. incl Edge of Darkness theme
48. MADONNA Hankey Pankey Promo CD Single
49. REM Dark Globe Flexi with original Sassy magazine :
50. DAVID BOWIE AUTOGRAPHED Colour Photo 1986. Superb.
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|« BLACK STOVEPIPES « GREEN TARTAN STOVEPIPES §
|BLACK2TONETROUSERS ¢« HOUNDSTOOTH - 8
{ . 2TONE TROUSERS o|HIPSTER SKIRTS, PANTS &~ #

BELTS ¢ 2 TONE DRESSES ANGEL NOBLE DRESSES |
£ o SEED T-SHIRTS ¢ TRACY COLLINS EARRINGS &

ELG DU DIRINGS, LOVE BEADS,
F LONG STRING BEADS ¢ PERSPEX RINGS

LMAIL ORDER STOVEPIPES §79
sPRlEETIRT e S ]
.Please add $5 P+P. Send Bank Cheque orMoneyOrder to BLUE BEAT,

22RCivic) Auckland 1. ]
Telephone (09) 793-153. OPEN Sat 10-2

Topurchase thesehigh quoklyVHSformatvideosencosechequeor
BankcardorVisa details payabletoVIDEOS BY MAIL,POBox 5689,
Auckland 1.Add$3 perorder forpost&packing.Prices include GST.
Pleasesendme..... GSTNo.42-193-550

Expiry Date Signature <
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ROD STEWART Vids JIMMY BARNES, Soul AC/DCClipped25min RED HOT CHILI- NEIL YOUNG Weldlive ERIC CLAPTON, 24 POGUES,bestof YESYears PUBLIC ENEMY Tour of
84-9160min539. . Deep, 19 soulhitslive $29. -. .. . PEPPERS, Blood 105min $39. "~ -~ -Nightslive$39. $39. bbbyt

120min $39. Black Planet65min $35. 'RS S3O. fotm s et S G SexMagik$35. [tT O eS S e 120min $39.-; Mock Monet s3min$33.
. NEWRELEASES COLOUR ME BADD vids PAUL YOUNG bestof NED’SATOMIC — - KYLIE, GetTo vids Ry ESAEMEE Binon's

SEAL40min $35. - $35. - oo vids57min $35. . DUSTBIN 47min$35. $25. oo BUGRabAUME BREREREEEE . i
DAMNYANKESS40min TRIBUTE toELTON ©- JAMESTAYLOR in - MOTORHEADLIVE, - GLENCAMPBELL, Live -- Fi i uiell] . evti) . sl e,

$35. SR eJOHN,Various90min 70min $39. - Everything Louder .attheDome $35. .- -~ . .
Eits ‘; o R T 0540

HEAVYD& BOYS vids . $39. ALICEIN CHAINS live 66min $39. BING CROSBY,Magic ] e

= $35. R, - INXSlive 91, 94min = 45min $35. -.. RHYTHM DIVINEStory Of55min$39. =. '

FESEREEE
-

EEEEERSI & P 870 1.
- ENYA, Moon Shadows "~ -$39.. ~isn o MEATLOAFHits -of Disco $35. - A-HA bestof 69min _ - EeteSdEate -EE S P N

$35. e
.

STING, Soul -Hell 52min$35. -~ DANNI,Love & Kisses $39- i 0 o
S L N

| BUZZCOCKS Live . 90min$39. - - ROBERT CRAYbestof vids 27min $25. . . PAVAROTTI live Hyde RAY CHARLESlive 1991 _ * PAUL SIMON, CentralLegends $35. 60min$35. Park 90min $39. $39. 50min$35. Park 120min $39.

26 Rip It Up


