
BAMBOO SHOOTS UP

Teina Benioni

Things started to get funky inAuckland this summer

when acouple ofthumping debut singles were

releasedby two bands describedlast month as ?

* coming from the Ardijah school offunk.
"Who said we're from the School ofArdijah? Do

youknowwho did it? I'd like to have a few words with

that guy. Ha!" - ‘ /

That hearty laugh is abig part of

Bamboo guitaristTeina Benioni's

diologue.

Together with hissister-in-law

Norma Benioni on vocals and Peter

Hoera on bass, Teina's got good
reason to be happy. AsBamboo,
theirfirstrecord 'Do What I Did' has

hit the Top 20. Things are looking up
forthe South Auckland trio. Teina

told us about the hard slog and how

he got funk under his fingernails.
"The School of Ardijah? I spoke to

Ryan Monga (of Ardijah) about it too,

because! had dinnerovertherethe
other night. He goes "Aw, doubt it!"

We justlearnt heaps offeach other, it

was a two-way thing."
How did your association with

Ardijah come about?

"I played on 'Give Me Your

Number' and that was it. They asked

me to fill-in'cause their guitarist took

off to Norfolk Island. He never came

back from a gigat the Gluepot. So I
learned the repertoire in one day
and one night, between 5 in the

afternoon and 4 in the morning. The

next night we played at the Gluepot
and only twentypeople turned up.
Ha ha! So that was a wasted time. But

we all learnt off each other.

How did mixing rockand funk

stylescome about?

"I was kind ofbombarded by all

the music myfriends like. I'd doa rock

song and they'd go 'Argh, that sucks

man. Do some funk.' I'd do some funk

and they'd go 'Know any Doobie

Brothers?'. I've justgot all thisstuff

that I like."
Which musicians have influenced

yourplaying style the most?

"Now it'sLarry Carlton. In the past
it was Jimi Hendrix, Doobie Brothers

and Steely Dan.

So it's more on the rockyside of

things.
'Yeah, it's not really in the funk

direction. I used to listen to funk but

not in a way that was goingto help
my guitar playing. I love the beat and

everything about it though. I've been

tryingto look for my own style,
writing my own stuff."

How hard did you have to hustleto

get the attention of the record

companies?
"Itwas really hard, the hardest

thing I've ever had to do in my life. A

friend ofmine, TimMahon, took a

demotape to Polygram and spoke to

them. He played a big part and so did

the Otara MusicArts Centre."

Is there astory behind 'Do What I
Did?

"There was a true story behind it

but the moral behind the single is
differentto whatreally happened.
On the single it's referring to a fight
but in actual life itwas justa harsh

argument between aman and his
wife."

Why did you choose Ten Guitars'

as the flip side?

p>"l wanted itas the A-side.We ran

outofsongsat a gig and we couldn't

getanyone on the floor so we just
stopped playing. Then this old lady
walks up and says 'Can you play Ten

Guitars'?' I said Yeah, let's do it

reggae-style and see what happens.'
And it justtook off."

Has audience response changed
since the single has been out?

"No, but I walked through the

school today, Papatoetoe High. A

couple of thekids were going 'Hey,
Bamboo!'And there's me eating a

pie going uh-oh."

How did you score the U2 support
slot

"The New Zealand promoters
spotted us on Saturday Night Live

and rang the studio while we were

on telly. I learnt quitea bit about

stagepresentation from watching
B.B.King atthatgig."

Will you be expanding the

line-up?
"Definitely. I've been looking fora

keyboard playerforthreeyears.

They're justnot there. I want

someone who can play string parts
and chords simultaneously, butwith

different rhythms."
What have got lined up
"We're doing our next single,

Time'. We'll start recording that in

April. We've been really busy
working fora month now, gigging
every day.We're going on a tour

soon:Wellington, Palmerston North,
Wanganui and New Plymouth."

How does Bamboo workas a unit?

"I do all the songwriting,arranging
and laying down on tape. Norma's a

fantasticlyricist and Peter's got an

unreal groove. Peter's bass is the funk

ofthe group.
"We formed a groupcalled Turn

Palace, did a gig, played forfive

minutes and the managementkicked

us offstage forplaying funk.They
wanted a band thatcould play
anything. Wecould, but they didn't

giveus achance. Our manager was

taken to courtand I went with her.
The judge said to the club's manager
What doyou think funk is?' The guy
said 'lt's stuff that black people play,'
Then the judge turned to me and said
'And what doyou think funk is Mr
Benioni?' I said it's when the bass

player startsslapping and plucking
his strings and the judge went

'Alright!'and I won the case for our

manager. And that's a true story.
Guilty offunkiness, yeah? Yeah!

Bamboo (L-R): Teina Benioni, Norma Benioni and Peter Hoera

TROYSHANKS

CD’s
Polygram have released the Jam LP All

Mod Cons onmid-priceCD.

Virgin Records have released a series of

Vanguard blues and folk recordings (CD
only) such as Doc Watson Old Time?
Concerf(22 tracks 72min), Jimmy
Rushing Essential (14 songs 72min),
Skip James Devil GotMy Woman (12
tracks 50min), Joan Baez Joan(44min)
and s<ix) (40miri), Blues Live at Newport
(various artists 72min) and Stand Back!

Here Comes Charley Musselwhite South

s Side Band.

More blues and soul CDs from the

Fantasy /Staxcatalogues (via Festival) are

Sonny Terry, Brownie McGhee &

Peppermint Harris Going Down

Slow, Stax Blues Brothers(variousartists)
and Dorothy Moore Winner.

Recent mid-priceCD releases from
WEA include Blues BrothersMade in

America, B.B.King &Bobby Bland

Together for the First Time, Dudley
Moore Trio Live, Tim Buckley
Greetings from L.A., Everything But

the Girl EBTGand Yellowjackets
Yellowjackets.

Eight Smiths three track CDsingles
have been released on Rough Trade via
Festival $9.99).

From the Grateful Dead label via

Festival comes fourCDand vinyl releases

Grateful Dead From the Mars Hotel
and Blues Allah, JerryGarcia

Garcia, Bob WeirAce.

Two Virgin CD-only releases are

Ronald Shannon Jackson Taboo

produced by Bill Las well and featuring
Vernon Reid ofLiving Colour on

guitar plus the music from the film AZed&
Two Noughts byMichael Nyman.

Music Videos
Smoke On The Water— Rock Aid

Armenia is a new heavy metal collection
released by Virgin featuring 15classic
videos by topacts, Bon Jovi,Led Zeppelin
('Dazed 'N'Confus.ed'), Emerson Lake &

Palmer, Black Sabbath, Asia, Firm, Deep
Purple, Rush, Pink Floyd ('One Slip'), Yes,
Iron Maiden, Gary Moore, Foreigner,
Mike and Mechanics plus anall-star jam on

'Smoke on the Water'.
The Who Live video derived from their

recent USAtour is a 135 minute epic
featuring thetelevised performance ofthe
rock opera Tommy with guests Phil

Collins,Billy Idol, Elton John,

Patti Labelle and Stevie Winwood.

Additional Who performances include

'Substitute', 'I Can See For Miles', 'Boris the

Spider', Won't Get Fooled Again' and

'JoinTogether'.
ÜB4O arefilmed in Italy, France,

Ireland and their hometown Birmingham
ontheir Labour ofLove //video,
interpreting 14oftheirfavourite reggae
oldies.

Recent USA music video releases are

Neil Young Freedom (2 videos, 7 live

tracks), R.E.M. Pop Screen (9 videos),
Lou Reed New York Album (14 songs)
andß-52's / 979-1 989(8 videos).
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I GUITAR

- , SB . Afteryou hear the beautiful, full rich
SB sounds of your new MARTIN SIGMA

mE| guitar, you’ll want to go on playing it

■ , y- foryears to come. :
SIGMA guitars are manufactured to

y 4 ■ MARTIN’S exacting specifications ?

B /disk I the highest quality at the most /

B I affordable prices.

jll I Try a MARTIN SIGMA guitar today at

Br \ your local music store

gs \ (from only $375.00!)

'A / Sole NZ Distributor:

X. y lyn McAllister music ltd

' ~y
' P.O. Box 39143, Auckland West

, . Phone (09) 303-4936.
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MOVIE SENSATION

—Nowa Conde Book!!
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Available at:

A KJFIy Centrecourt Building,
.B M I 133 Queen St, Auckland 1

IVtukß j Ph & Fax (09) 370-215

w WB MSB H 5 Alexandra St, Hamilton

' iiillllUllllini nil Ph & Fax (071) 393-728
COMICS & GAMES

Gritty science fiction from Marvel®

Rip It Up6


