
ALICE COOPER
TheBeast OfAlice Cooper ’
(WarnerBrothers)

A lotofmy formative years were

spent listeningto Alice records.Both
The Killer arid Million DollarBabies are

rock classics,and you can still hear
echoes of Alice in a lotof the new

metal. It's his style and attitude that'
keeps him important.Like, as teen •
anthems go, nothing much beats Tm

Eighteen'—it'sgot everything. He gets
a bit obvious in 'School's Out', butno

less effective.

This collection isalmost the sameas

theold BestOf collection, but in amuch

more attractive package, innersleeve
and all. It could possible lose .
'Desperado' and'ls ItMyBody',and

gain 'Sick Things', 'Killer' and 'Love It To
Death'.But if great to hear teenage
lamentcirca 1974 again, and I forgot
how good 'Muscle OfLove Is'.
KERRYBUCHANAN

TAMA

Workshop
(TeAroha)

I'm familiar with thehassles and
frustrations local guitar virtuoso Tama
Renata endured to finally see his debut
album release. Five years in the

making,progress limited bybudget and
with record company interest

non-existent, lastyear AlyCook came

to the rescue and, togetherwith Tama
and engineer Reid Snell, formerTe /.
Aroha Records. Goodon ya, Aly! You

too, Tama.Well-known and acclaimed

onthe Auckland scene for20 years,
Tama Renata finally makesvinyl!

Inevitably, given the circumstances
and Tama's diverse musical influences,
Workshop suffers a little throughlackof

focusand a somewhat dated .

approach.So we get a variety of feels;
Polynesian, reggae, funk, jazz, rock—-

buthow. Makeno mistake, Tama

Renata is onehot guitarist.Good

singer, too.

With all butone trackself-composed
(Danny Wilson's 'ln The Ghetto')
Workshop displays a much underrated

New Zealand talent. Not without its

faults, it's a worthy debut.
JOHNDIX

BABYFACE

Tender Lover .
(Solar)

Babyface isprobably bestknown to

you pop kids as half of LA Reid and

Babyface, remixers to the stars. He has
had quite a career prior to this,.
however, from hisdays with the Deele
and supplying hits to theSolar stable, up
until his more recent successes ?

hitmaking forthe likes ofBobby Brown,
Pebbles, Karyn White and others. Now
he's got a solo album out so that he can

prove beyond a doubtthat he's a

talented guy.
Tender Loveris very much your cool

modem soul album. He's on the cover

dressed badly and looking pouty with

rumpled beds in the background, and it
has a funky side and a slow side. The

funky side is prettygood;youngbloods
Troopand After7help out with some

real nice dancefloor stuff,particularly
the title track and 'Can't Stop My Heart'.

Things really get going with the

smoochy ballad side though,and being
a romantic sort of guy I appreciate this

genre.
Unsurprisingly, there's asmooth, rich

Solar sound toall this, complete with

whispered introsand anguished,
impassioned vocals. 'Whip Appeal' (not
an S&M ballad, unfortunately),
'Sunshine', 'Given AChance'—it's all
wonderful and heartrending,and it's

rgeat to hearthat classic LA sound still
works. I suppose this means that

Babyface is nowreally rich.

KIRKGEE

VARIOUS ARTISTS

StairwayTo Heaven/

Highway To Hell

(Polygram)
When this bunch ofmetal and pop

rockers got togetherto performat the

Moscow Peace Festival in August 'B9

they decided to also donatetheir

performancesto make this record.

Each track is a cover version of a song

originally recorded by anartist who has
suffferedfrom drug or alcohol abuse,
and the choice of material is great.

Ozzyparticularly cooks on his
smokin' rendition of 'Purple Haze' with
Zakk Wylde burnin'so hoton guitar that

Hendrix is sure to have approved. .

Motley Crue slide througha fairly . - :
decenttribute to TommyBolin in the •
form of'Teaser'and theScorpions do

likewise forKeith Moon with 'I Can't

Explain'. Also included are Bon Jovi

playing Thin Lizzy's The BoysAre Back

InTown', Skid Row doing thePistols'

'Holidays In The Sun', Cinderella with a

worthy version of 'Move Oved (Janis
Joplin) and Jason Bonham having a

‘

goodshot at doinghis dad's 'Moby
Dick'.

: •
■To finish off there's the loose rock n'

roll jam that closed the Russian festival. .
Profitsfrom this project will go to MADF •
(is that "Make ADifference/ •:• \

Foundation" or "Mad Fuckers"?) to help
prevent drugand alcohol abuse

amongst today's youth.'v ■
GEOFFDUNN -

BAD BRAINS
Quickness
(Caroline)

One of the great racial anomalies of

rock music is the"black guys can't rock"

myth. It's okay forwhite guys to be funky
(especially if they'rereally bad at it,and

English)but the upper echelons of the

music world justcannot cope with black

guys rocking. This is quite strange
because not only did blacks create the

foundation upon which rock n' roll is

built, but mostof the great guitar
innovatorswere blacks—King,Berry,
Hendrix, Hazell.

Attitudes, though, arestarting to

change. The likes ofLiving Colour and

Fishbone are breaking into thecharts,
somaybe now is the time forthe great
black rockers, Bad Brains, to emerge
fromthe underground. Quickness, their

, fourthalbum, is the first to bereleased

locally in NZ. Itremains very much in the
Brains' musical hardcore territory.They
use the traditional buzzsaw guitar
sound, but it'stempered by the band's

funk/reggae roots, which adds

interesting edge. Earl's drumming could

easily be sampled from some hard funk

act, while HR's vocals are sort of
aggro-Rasta,with a reggae feel.

But it's the hardcore sound which

they really excel at. There's noOTT

speed forspeed'ssake, yetno punches
arepulled. 'Soulcraft' is truly heavy,
dangerous stuff while at theother end

of the scale 'Yout' Juice' is funky metal,
the sort of stuffthat Living Colour have

adopted. Itall flows well together.As
theBad Brains themselves say, "with the

quickness I children will lead the way." It

would do thechartsa world ofgood. ,
KIRK GEE
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PAULA ABDUL Straight Up |
Every overnight success is built upon years
of hard work, dedication and dreams. For •
Paula Abdul, a dancers' dreams led first to

choreography, then to therecording studio,
and finally to stardom. The videos on this

compilation represent an extraordinary
achievement. Each has won praise from .
critics, and each has contributed to the look

•• of the genre. Paula won recognition in

September 1989 when 'STRAIGHT UP'
gathered four prestigous MTV video music

awards — Best Female Artist, Dance Video,
Editing and Choreography. Drawn from just •
one album, these videos establishPAULA
ABDUL as popular music's foremost video star.

ROY ORBISON & FRIENDS
„„„

A Black and While Night
In 1987 at the legendary Coconut Grove in Los Angeles, ROY 1 .Kjw ° *

■ ORBISON brought together a group ofvery specialguests. I I fW|
These guests include BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN, ELVIS COSTELLO, .hl p f|||
JACKSON BROWN, BONNIE RAITT, TOM WAITS, and JENNIFER K hSft®

WARNES. Together they proceeded to present a magical jHLdHbiHBMHr
evening of ROY ORBISONS best tunes. When ROY ORBISON , g 1I

and his friends took the stage, the magic began. ThislivelßSh -

performance includes such greats as 'Only The Lonely', HMK’ f fll

Tn Dreams', 'Crying', 'OhPretty Woman'plus eleven other BSMBsMEEI ’ Mj|
legendaryclassics of Roys.

Soundtrack also avaialble on LP, Cassette & CD. fig tZ M
■UK j.I».Somber BnMvSjHtap'ttro MHK

lorn Umu Jennifer Waner*
*

OTTTHALI RHYTHM KING
2rUMUN Fusion

/ An excellent compilation of hot dance tracks

from the dance charts today.
This video has a selection of artists from the

|
U.K. radical independant label RHYTHM

»*• H KING and includes such great performers as

f] SEXPRESS, THE BEATMASTERS and BOMB

sC'WK /1 THE BASS.

w- ' * sir"*
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FRANK, LIZA & SAMMY ■■■
The Ultimate Event

Up close and personal — go behind the ■j •. Z;' ■ MKjm
scenes with Frank, Liza and Sammy at press I aWO
conferences, rehearsals, costume fittings — IkJ ; .jji M

this is footage not shown ever before. Here is a gHBI r >2||
'blockbuster' event, a concert by the Superstar h ®

.

hl
trio of FRANK SINATRA, LIZA MINNELLI and || '• I

SAMMY DAVIS JNR. Together, these three show
.
j|

business greats deliver a concert that is B 7 7 Tip I
stylish, satisfying and memorable.

Available through all good record and video stores

FOR AROUND $39.95 each

Marketed by VIRGIN RECORDS (NZ) Ltd

P.O. Box 37661, Parnell. Ph. 799-963. Fax 799-964 '
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