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	The Cranberries visit this month to promote their new album To The Faithful Departed. Dolores O’Riordan and band play Christchurch May 20, Wellington May 23 and Auckland May 25.
	X-Files stars David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson (pictured) are now joined by the Songs in the Key of X album inspired by the series. Collaborations for the record are William S.Burroughs and R.E.M., Elvis Costello with Brian Eno, Rob Zombie and Alice Cooper and Foo Fighters cover Gary Numan.
	Wacky newcomers Sparklehorse are the brainchild of Mark Linkous, a man with enough time on his hands to name their debut Vivadixiesubmarine transmissionplot. Rumour has it Mark is in hospital after doing the get-so-out-of-it, collapseweird-style and cut-circulation-to-part-of-your-body trip. A cute start to a career.
	Stinky Jim and Joost Langveld are back in the house with the Unitone HiFi album Rewound & Rerubbed (Incoming / Flying In), 12 remixes of tracks from their Wickedness Increased album. Remixers include Rockers Hifi and Funki Porcini.
	The youthful Irish band Ash, fronted by Tim Wheeler (right) are about to unleash their first album 1977. Were they alive in 1977? And there’s a single ‘Goldfinger’.
	Poe is not related to, but gained a nickname from her fondness for the writing of Edgar Allen Poe. The singer’s debut is Hello and the 'Trigger Happy Jack’ video delights viewers, There’s a Poe interview in the June RipItUp.
	The uncompromising Liam Gallagher is now doing fashion shoots for UK menswear rag Arena. “My style? I don’t think I’ve got one — I just look cool.”
	Afro-funk Queen Angelique Kidjo is back with a new album Fifa. Anglique tells all about her new grooves in an interview in the June RipltUp.
	Once Christchurch based, Future Stupid’s Tony Hallum and Mike Cole have gained Gavin Downie from the Picassos and borrowed Derek Hunt from Semi Lemon Kola. Their debut six song CDEP is out early May on Felix via BMG and they play the Powerstation (all-ages) Saturday May 2 with Nothing At All and Muckhole.
	Superette have made another excellent video. The trio with actors star in a rather sticky, over-the-top adventure in a peepshow setting for the ‘Touch Me’ video. The album Tiger arrives in June.
	Untitled
	Smashing Pumpkins finally make it in May.
	Presidents Of The United States Of America are rumoured to tour.
	Heather Nova May 21, Kurtz.
	Shihad tour May.
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	Lesley Paris & Mike Woolf, Flying Nun USA office.
	Roger Shepherd & Martin Phillipps. photos by Natasha Griffiths
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