
George Kay

been working class in Sheffield it's hard to
imagine how bad working class can be.

"'There's a question a lot of journalists ask
'How can you reconcile your success in the
music business with your socialist beliefs?' It's
a reasonable question and my reply is that it's
the fear-of going back to the life-style I had as
a child. I've no intention of being that poor
again.

“We lived in a three-roomed house until I was
nine, and my parents, myself, and brother had
to sleep in the same bedroom. 1 had to sleep in
a cot until 1 was six and I had to bath in the
sink. At the time we took it for granted but
looking back it's pure horror. -

"1 had the most incredible arguments with ex-
patriat Britons in America who believed that
Margaret Thatcher was the best thing to happen
to Britain and who said they used to vote
Labour. I've no time for people who, because
they've got a little more money in their pockets,
forget where they came from and how they
could end up again."

Are Heaven 17 working class heroes?
"1 don’t know, we'd never sell ourselves on

that basis."
But you're obviously not part of the growing

chic that regards the working classes through
rose coloured glasses as a pack of unwashed
romantics?

"Right. The essence of Penthouse and
Pavement was to show the opposite streams of
class aspiration. The middle and upper classes
aspire to be lower class as it has more credibility
and the lower class want to be upper class in
order to end the drudgery, they just want to
survive.

"1 get sick to death of people in the music
business who say they really had a tough child-
hood when in fact they used to live in a 10room
detached house in Buckinghamshire with three
cars and two garages. It doesn't wash, it's
detestable."

From the point of view of content The Luxury
Gay concentrates its strength on the second side
which culminates in the mystifying, haunting
ballad. Best Kept Secret'.

It's the most political track on the album an
it was the most difficult track to write lyrically.
VVe spent six hours locked in a very small room
writing that song and a lot of it only makes sense
trom our point of view. The chorus is concerned
with political conspiracy and the idea of a world
going on underneath a world of paranoia.
The positive aspect is that you can escape this
world if you want to. learn.-

Temptation' has already made its commercial
presence fell and the second single from the
album, 'ComeLive With Me' a tale of an older
man's love for a teenage girl, has already done
a bundle in Britain. It's a song not to be under-
estimated. It has pathos and a keen sense of loss.

"Yeah, it's an extremely tragic song as the
relationship in the song is doomed to failure
from the start love doesn't follow the course
of romantic novels. The guy. in the course of
•the song understands that he has to place her
interests before his own and the fact that he's
forcing her to grow up more quickly than she

should makes him decide to leave her for her
own sake.

"We did a video for the song in Paris and it's
the best one we've done and it makes it clear
that he can t possibly see her again and in the
video she commits suicide."

Critically, The Luxury Gay was on the
receiving end of a lot of flak in Britain largely
because many people believed that it fell well
short of the high standards created by 'Fascist
Groove Thang' and Penthouse and Pavement.
But commercially it went gold in two weeks. So
who's 'right, the press or the public?
. "So far as we're concerned the British press
don't "know what they're doing. I think they're
the worst in the worldat the moment and they
used to be the best. None of the reviews had
anything to say that was interesting and they're
more interested in whether you're fashionable
or not now whether something's good or bad.
It annoys me that they're planting negativity
into a lot of people's minds just because they're
bitter people. You can look at a music paper in
Britain and they'll like maybe three out of thirty
albums a week. That's ridiculous. Everybody
should be working together. We're in a leisure
industry and people want entertainment they
don't want to be told Jean Paul Genet wouldn't
like this album because..."

The rock merry-go-round demands that
successful albums be followed up by sell-out
tours. Are Heaven 17 planning to conform to
that cycle?

“No we're not playing live at the moement
because the time's better spent writing and we
enjoy our spare time. But we still want to meet
the people who buy our records and to that end
lan.has an idea I don't mind telling you about
but if 1 told it here it would be ripped off
immediately. The idea is to hire clubs all over
the world and have Heaven 17 party nights
where we'd programme the music and we'd be
there to dance with and meet people instead of
setting ourselves up as some sort of demi-gods
on stage."

The intellectual electronic prole art threat
begins here?

ACROSS: 1 BUFFALO SOLDIER. 6 BLAND. 9 NINE 10 LED
ZEPPELIN 14 NEAT NEAT NEAT 18 FISH 19 WE. 21 RATTUS
NORVEGICUS 24 DID 25 MICK JAGGER 27 RUNNERS 28 GAS.
30 SHEER 32 TRUCK 35 RAIN. 36 Y 37 RAR 38 ECM 39 PRINCE
42 KONG 43 BARRY. 45 LOL. 46 AGE 47 AC 53 COLD. 54 OH
57 BASF 58 PYROMANIA 60 LIES. 61 SLY AND THE FAMILY
STONE.
DOWN: 1 BANANARAMA 2 FANTASTIC. 3 OIL 4 DIE. 5 ELP 7
DFATH AND THE MAIDEN 8 ELO. 11 DINER 12 JETS 15 TWO. 16
TIGERS 17 COCONUT ROUGH 20 OSTERBURG. 22 NIGGER 23
VIRGIN 26 JOHN CALE. 29 SIR 31 RA 33 RAN 34 KEN 39 &

49A PANIC IN DETROIT. 40 ILL 41. EYE 43 BERRY 44 BATS 46
ODDITY 49 COFFEE 51 TOM 52 & 13D SALLY FIELDS. 55 HALF
56 FILM 59 RUT

SMALL
ADS

Small Ads cost $1 per line
Send copy and payment
(prior to publication to
'RIU' Small Ads,
PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

BASS GUITAR FOR SALE
Left handed Rickenbacker 4001 Stereo, 1 year old
SI2OO. Ph Brett, 86-738 New Plymouth.
DRUMS FOR SALE
Tama Fibrestar, 6 piece kit. Excellent condition.
Phone Simon, Home 675-131 or work 771-699
ext 79. (Auck)

MUSICIANS WANTED FOR FESTIVAL
Will you prostitute your professionalism for a fee?
Get your act together for an Easter, festival 'B4 DOT
Concerts will meet all expenses & meet your fee.
Write now Freepost 111. Wellington 1. With title of
famous Artist your group can copy. E or LP etc.
Masks provided
BASS PLAYER SEEKS WORK
Lez White, experienced bass player, seeks position
in working band. Ph 451-381 or Maxine 797-784
(Auck).
TOP-FLIGHT USA FILM DIRECTOR/PRODUCER
Looking for a professional group who is ready for
a quality TV music video. Only those on their way
and financially able need apply. Send photo, cas-
sette of original music and group history to: TAH
Promotions, PO Box 32155. Devonport. Auckland 9.

COLLECTORS RECORDS, BEST RANGE
Picture discs, Limited Editions, 12 inch singles, out
of print albums, Deletions, blank cassettes, T-shirts,
Independent Labels. We have the best range and
prices for Collectors. For FREE catalogue write to:
‘Specialty Record Distributors’, PO Box 1618. GPO
Melbourne, Australia.
TAPES FOR SALE
Several collectors items, new wave & old wave. Write
for list to: PO Box 782, Auckland

SCOTT WALKER RECORDS FOR SALE
Collectors items all in excellent condition. 'Scott' Ist
album, mono, offers over sls. 'Scott 2', 'Scott 3' &

'Songs from TV’ series, all minimum bid of S2O.
Phillips NZ pressings 1965-68. Write: Rockspot
Record Shop, 30 High St North, PO Box 169.
Carterton.
LIVE MATERIAL FOR SALE
Bruce Springsteen, Bowie, Rolling Stones and many
more. Send a SAE for a catalogue to: Live Materials.
PO Box 7325, Sydenham, Christchurch 2.
PUNK IMPORTS FOR SALE
I have many LPs & singles from Bands such as
GBH, Discharge, Subhumans. For complete list
send SAE to. Steve Moore, 4 Monterey St.
Glendowie, Auckland.

GETTING MOST OUT OF YOUR VOICE?
Musicians, singers, actors - do you want to
improve your singing? Phone me, Robyn Hill,
693-969 evngs or write to Box 16-103, Sandringham
INSERTS - CONTROVERSIAL NEW POETRY
By Warwick Sven Jordan, graphics by Julia
Royackers & free mini poster. ''Sexualectric”
Auckland Star $3.50 from R.F. Publications.
40 Galaxy Dr, Mairangi Bay, AK 10, NZ.
A CEILING FOR A SKY - SUSAN LEES
Poetry, imagery reminiscent of Janet Frame. $4 50
from: R.F. Publications, 40 Galaxy Dr, Mairangi Bay.
AK 10. NZ.
IMPROVE YOUR SINGING & PERFORMANCE
Book available with much information. Send $7.99
to: Robyn Hill, PO Box 16-103, Sandringham, Auck.
OLD AND UNAVAILABLE COMICS
Dells, Marvels, DCs. Available are pre #IOO
Daredevils, early Hulk. Conan, Warlord, Avengers,
X-Men. Sable. Starslayer, Warp & much more. Write
to: 25a Ascot Ave, Remuera, Auckland.

heaven sent
HEAVEN 17' FROM PAGE 14
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

I 2 Mark Williams, Joe Cocker. Mike Chum 56 Teardrop Explodes. DO. Smash and Mick
. interview (Split Enz in Europe). Jones Part 2. Neighbours, Richard Burgess.-.-'
124 Taking Heads f art 2. Citizen Band Swingers 57 The Clean, Pretenders. South Island Bands,

bandfile. Dragon. Joan Armatrading. Mental As Anything. Chas
26 Devo. Knack. Mi-Sex. Wellington Special. Jankel.
27Bob Geldot. ‘Kids Are Alright', Sheerlux. 58 Blams. Teardrops. Hall & Oates. Bill Wyman.
Cooder, Radio Radio Kottke/Redbone interviews)
29 Graham Parker. Members. Mother Goose 59 Human League. Men At Work. Chills. Tim
Radio Radio 2 Finn. Motels. Elvis Costello live. Furtive EP. .130 Sweetwaters Issue programme John 60 Split Enz in Canada. John Hiatt. Narcs. Dance
Martyn. Elvis Costello Renee Geyer No Nukes. Exponents. Lindsay Anderson.

I Squeeze. NZ Band profiles. Split Enz. Toy Love. 67 Graham Brazier & Harry Lyon. Fall. Jim Carroll.
Hello Sailor, Citizen Band. Th' Dudes. Street Talk Daggy & Dickheads, Hip Singles. Dropbears.

137.Sweetwaters. Swingers..Mi-Sex. 52 Split Enz on Hoad Part 1.Fall's Mark E. Smith
32 Police & Split Enz interviews. Sharon O'Neill, interviewed. Altered Images. Randy Crawford iThis
33 Marching Girts. Crocodiles, Fleetwood Mac Sporting Life. Cold Chisel

I Ellen Foley, Russell Morris. 63 Simple Minds' JimKerr interviewed. Split Enz■34 Tom Petty and Street Talk interviews, Mi-Sex. Part.2. Renee Geyer.'Nocturnal Projections. Willie

I‘ Virgin supplement. Whizz Kids and Pop Mechanix Dayson Blues Band.Hunters & Collectors,
bandfiles. 64 Icehouse interview, Simple Minds interview,

' 35'Quadrophenia'.Bob Geldof and Kevin Stanton Hunters & Collectors. Alastair Riddell. DanceI ' interviews. Newz and Flight X 7 bandfiles. ." :... Macabre! Naked Spots, 1ABC. John Cooper Clarke.'■ 36 Ray Davies. Cure and Jo Jo Zep interviews. 65 Yazoo. Joe Cocker*Zoo (ex Pop Mechanix)
I Neil Young supplement. Stones.

.. Gurlz and Jo Jo Zep Interviews38 Howard Devoto. Tim Finn interviews
.

66 Psychedelic Furs, Dexy’s Midnight Runners139XTC. Lip Service. Motels. (Kevin Rowland), Midnight Oil, Neil Finn and Jed40 Martha Davis. David Byrne. Dave McArtney). Fetalmahia interviews.
Doors. Bruce Springsteen. Hammond Gamble. 67 Siouxsie & The. Banshees. Toots. Church

I 41 Coup O'Etat;Flowers (Icehouse). JohnLennon, t Sweetwaters! John Martyn;Uß4o, Psych Furs;
Clash, Elton John . V .T 68 Herbs, Culture Club/Bauhaus.4 Kiwi Animal.
42 Clash interview.Cold Chisel, INXS. Tigers, Jo n 0 jag; Sharon O'Neill, Thompson Twins; ChChJo Zep, Borich/Tilders special (Wastrels, Flying Nun, Bill-Direen etc).

_ 43 Bryan Ferry interview, Sweetwaters report., gg jom - Mitchell. Dance. Exponents. " Who.
■ Flowers (Icehouse)

a n'r • Neighbours, Dire Straits. Talk Talk; Miltown44 Adam Ant. Associates and Police interviews. Stowawavs Blond Comedv1:Stevie Wonder
interview. Reggae/Bub Marley' ™ Fun B°y Split47 Jam in Londoninterview. Reggae/Bob Marley

Supplement, Madness, Joy Division. Spines,MarchingGirls BodyElecfnc WgnPunk.
I 48 Cold Chisel. Blame Wgtn Zone 77 Marianne Faithfull. Tall Dwarfs. Mockers.

49 Angels, Beat. Lemmy Motorhead and ;“R« e£ciA„r in9 Sidewa,s- ca'
Desmond Dekker interviews fJs. ihe Clean). M.Jcolj, McLaren.50 Swingers, U2. Psychedelic Furs, the Clean

■ 51 Newmatics/ Cramps. Stray Cats. ÜB4O. Blind n f^e[!v °r d Dancing Toys, Beatles Photographer
Date and Gordons interviews

Macabre !en!nile '' 73 c Kennedys.. Coconut Rough.52 Echo & Bunnymen. Danse Macabre. Penknife
Glides, Mockers, Valentinos, Jimmy & Boys*)54 Dave McArtney & Pink Flamingos. Go-Go's OLa e' btudl ° pro,lle ' •

I interview,-Sunnyboys,.INXS . '55 Clash interview, Sweetwaters, Pop Mechanix.
■ Devo; Sharon O'Neill. ''

57 The Clean, Pretenders. South Island Bands.
Joan Armatrading. Mental As Anything. Chas
Jankel
58 Blams. Teardrops. Hall & Oates. Bill Wyman.
Kottke/Redbone interviews.
59 Human League. Men At Work. Chills. Tim
Finn. Motels. Elvis Costello live. Furtive EP
60 Split Enz in Canada. John Hiatt. Narcs. Dance
Exponents. Lindsay Anderson.
67 Graham Brazier & Harry Lyon. Fall. Jim Carroll.
Oaggy & Dickheads. Hip Singles. Dropbears
32 Split Enz on Hoad Part 1. Fall's Mark E Smith
interviewed. Altered Images. Randy Crawford This
Sporting Life. Cold Chisel
63 Simple Minds' JimKerr interviewed. Split Enz
Part 2 Renee Geyer. Nocturnal Projections. Willie
Dayson Blues Band. Flunters & Collectors
64 Icehouse interview. Simple Minds interview.
Hunters & Collectors, Alastair Riddell. Dance
Macabre. Naked Spots. ABC. John Cooper Clarke
65 Yazoo, Joe Cocker, Zoo (ex Pop Mechanix).
Gurlz and Jo Jo Zep Interviews
66 Psychedelic Furs. Dexy's Midnight Runners
(Kevin Rowland). Midnight Oil. Neil Finn and Jed
Fetalmama interviews
67 Siouxsie & The Banshees. Toots. Church
Sweetwaters, John Martyn. ÜB4O, Psych Furs
68 Herbs. Culture Club. Bauhaus. Kiwi Animal.
No Tag, Sharon O'Neill, Thompson Twins. ChCh
special (Wastrels. Flying Nun, Bill Direen etc)
69 Jom Mitchell. Dance Exponents. Who.
Neighbours Dire Straits. Talk Talk. Miltown
Stowaways. Blond Comedy.
70 Fun Boy 3, Birthday Party, Split Enz, Diehards.
Spines. Marching Girls. Body Electric, Wgtn Punk.
71 Marianne Faithfull, Tall Dwarfs, Mockers,
Stones. Mental As Anything. Big Sideways. Car
Crash Set, Blancmange.
72 Talking Heads. U2. Malcolm McLaren.
Netherworld Dancing Toys. Beatles Photographer
Dezo Hoffman.
73 Wham, Dead Kennedys. Coconut Rough.
Xngels. Marginal Era. Grammar Boys. Fishschool
John Cale, Studio profile.
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