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With AK.82,0n the cover, it's
deadline day and 1 time to write a
little story, publish a few.quotes
from others and ask readers for
their ideas on the subject.

The last few years in AK rock'
n'roll have been a lot of fun and
many have grown accustomed to
getting their live music highs in
sweaty pubs listening to neat NZ
songs. Going to Logan Campbell
Centre to watch the often tired,
perfunctory performances by
visiting stars can be tedious work
compared with the privilege of
being there as good songs are
knocked into shape by one of sev-
eral of the best local bands.

So why are so many persons
saying it's not exciting anymore?'
I dunno, but maybe the Doon's
recession has now hit AK central?
Is it daylight saving? Why are no
45s by Prime Movers, Bongos,
This Sporting Life yet?

On the recording front, Ripper
has moved to Wellington, Rem is
putting up posters and Propeller
is no longer the lively singles label
it once was.

"Propeller has got a financial
problem with the jump from
singles to albums," says Simon
Grigg. "Financing album depends
on the goodwill of recording stu-
dios : and : advances from major
record companies."

Grigg has just returned from
Australia where , he negotiated
with Mushroom Publishing. An
advance was forthcoming, money
that Propellor urgently needed.
Both the Blarns and the Meemees
are recording albums and studio
time is not cheapl«BHlHß|

Sister label:Furtive will release
a four band EP soon but no new
bands have been signed to Pro-
peller. Grigg does not see finance
as the only problem.

"There are no innovative bands
coming through because,there are
no * underage venues. The Auck-
land scene will be in a sorry state
by later this year if.no inventive
bands emerge."

But unlike last year, 1982 will

see the release of numerous local
albums, Blam Blam Blam, D.D.
Smash and the Screaming Mee-
mees albums are near complete
and Danse Macabre will .record
one for Reaction.

And like the indie singles of
1981, they'll sell even if they're not
safe enough for Auckland radio.
Radio , B is playing lots of NZ
music but .- little is new, except
Gurlz', excellent Legend' ditty and
the previously unexposed tracks
on B's Ripper compilation Coats
Milk Soap. . . • . •

One thing is certain, if existing
media are inadequate,new means
to reach our local audience will be
developed. If Auckland radio will
not play Enzed music, or venues
are empty, new means will be
found. And for the live scene to
improve substantially, entrepre-
neurial risk taking must be more,
equitably shared between the
venue, the booking agent and the
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band..
. In this issue several persons
comment on the current state of
the Auckland live scene. Next
issue we'd like your ideas for 'B2
(in a sentence or two) on what the
Auckland scene needs is...

. Post to RIU, PO Box 5689,
Auckland 1. ,

state of
the scene?

Harry Ratbag (Rem):
"Trendy, pretentious. Too many
people following overseas trends
- blitz, billy, bluebeat. What-
ever happened to originality and
trash?"
Kerry O'Connor (fan):
"A bit stale. I'd like to see more
experimentation. A few weird
and wonderful noises via percus-
sion and synthesisers."
Nigel Russell (Danse Macabre):
"There aren't enough venues
interested in new music. - But it's
pretty -healthy, the major bands
around Auckland have never
been more diverse:"
MiktlCo‘rlessT(NMM)rßHßW
"It's not as healthy as it should
be."
Andrew Boak (Radio B):
"It seems to be getting better but
there are mega-problems."
Paul Rose (Furtive):
"Very depressed. Because of. the
lack of an' underage venue, no
new bands are coming forward."
Jean Williams (Reverb):
"Musically it's good, lots of bands
playing interesting original music,
but financially it's disastrous." ,

what's
the matter?

Nigel Russell (Danse Macabre):
'A. The Venues. B. Inflation.
The costs involved are so high.”
Kerry O'Connor (fan):.
"The variety and standard, of
venues is appalling and audience
apathy is rife too many people
staring vacantly into their beer."
Paul Rose (Furtive):
"No underage venue. People are
not going out as much as they
were and while door charges
have not gone up in 12 months,
band's running costs have almost
doubled.- So bands are playing
with inferior equipment and they
don't have -the money to do
themselves justice in the record-
ing studio."
Jean Williams (Reverb):
"The availability and cost •of
equipment due to import restric-
tions and duty. The tax on local
records. Shortage ofgood venues."
Harry Ratbag (Rem):
"Cabbages! Too . many people
wanting too much money. Music
counts, money helps. Not the
other way.roundaißßßßflß
Mike Corless (NMM):
"Costs. They don't gel with door
charges that pub managers try to
impose. The fact that bands can't
put S 5 on the door is ridiculous."
Andrew' Boak (Radio B):
"No one's got any money."

my dream
for 'B2

Andrew Boak (Radio B):
"More support from the NZ pop-
ulace, for more bands, more
records and -more good avenues."
Paul Rose (Furtive):
"FM radio. A permanent licence
for Radio B. Less sales tax on
records.-An underage venue. A
non-pub alternative touring cir-
cuit."
Kerry. O'Connor (fan):
"Less pretention and more frivol-
ity on both sides of the stage."
Nigel Russell (Danse Macabre):
More venues that cater for newer
music. People dictating what
they like to see and hear! Not the
breweries and radio stations."
MikeTCorlessHNMMiri^JßW^"Bands putting more work into
their show. The Aussie bands
showed up the local bands at
Sweetwaters."
Jean Williams (ReverbjlHpHH
"Opening of new venues and the
better use of existing venues. The
removal of tax on local records
and some imports in record
stores."
Harry Ratbag (Rem):
"Cream re-open. Steinlager price
fall. A rooftop bar at Queens
Ferry. The deporting to Australia
of any band that plays more than
six Gluepot weekends in ayear.
And that silly people, stop sing-
ing silly songs about yours truly."
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jThese bands have already used the Lab:
D.D. Smash Guerilla Biscuits Valentinos
Knobz: Sixty-Seven Listener Nightschool
Blind Date indifferent Terminal witness
Mannish Nobody's BS^c:iis|^piiiipMamSishNobody’s Heroes <C.1.5

n! "The biggest little studio in town”
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On a food bill of 50 cents a day with the
new world food SPIRULINA/CHLORELLA
These vegetable plankton tablets supply
you with the necessary j nutrients that will
give you so much vitality you’ll wish
there were more hours in your day.
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520 Queen St, Auckland.
Hours: Tuesday - Friday

12 noon - 5.30 pm
Anytime by appointment

Ph 732-555
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CLOTHES FOR MEN & WOMEN

NEW CLOTHES DAILY
BLEDISLOE ST (BEHIND CIVIC)
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SATURDAY OPEN 11AM - 2PM
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Willie
Dayson

Blues Band
Bookings: PO Box 5,
Swanson. PH8339968

WROXOFF
So You're a Drummer!
And you realise there's a lot you don't know, or
you want to get started but you don’t know how.
Come to the 'ROXOFF Drum school
Our tutors Roddy Carlson, Stefan Morris, Norman
Knox are all experienced drummers playing in such
bands as Danse Macabre, Penknife Glides (ex),

™Transmission.
we Can Teach you
A wide range of styles, sight reading, maintenance
and care of your drum set, tuning methods and
problem solving.
Come to our introductory afternoon!
Sunday March 14,1 pm. ROXOFF Recording & Video
Studios, 3 Scarborough Lane, Parnell.
All Enquiries
Norman Knox 735-219, 796-777, 790-526.

BIG CITY MUSIC SUPPORTS
THE ROXOFF DRUM SCHOOL
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