
STIFF'S DOUBLE D.

Meeting one of your heroes is an unnerving experience.
There's that fear that you're going to encounter someone
who's disappointingly dull or amazingly arrogant. It's
almost as tough as learning the truth about Santa Claus.

Desmond Dekker I have adored for years. 'The Israelites'
was one of the first singles I ever owned. Twelve years on,
the sweet simplicity of that song is as charming as ever.

This man, don't forget, helped Bob Marley along the
road to success. Desmond worked with Marley in a welding
shop in Kingston, and persuaded him to record his first
song for Jack Beverly's studios.

Desmond recalls those days without bitterness, though
he's never achieved the commercial success that Marley
did.

"Bob never ease up the pressure," says Desmond, "he just
keep going and going and going.

"We are good friends. We play football and cricket
together. But there was something else about Bob. I knew
he was a very good writer, and I told him so, and said he
was going to make it. I felt so good when he did.

"I am praying for him now." (This interview was done a
couple of months before Marley's death.)

"I startedprofessional singing when I was about 15 years
old. I started very early because I love singing. I usually go
to a lot of concerts, but I never think I can sing well enough
to make a record to please other people.

"My colleagues at work said 'Des, you can sing.' I was
always singing with the radio, and they said 'Why don't
you give it a go?' I decided I had nothing to lose, so I went
to Beverlys Records. My first song was called 'Honour
Your Father And Mother.' I sang that song to Lesley Kong,
and he loved it, and invited me to a recording session the
following week.

"I record the song, and I am astonished that it became a
number one hit. I didn't believe it at the time because I was still
welding, and had only one test to do, to get my certificate.

"Kong wanted me to sign a recording contract, so I asked
my boss at the welding shop if I could do this, and come
back to finish my course if it didn't work out. He said that
was OK."

Desmond went back into the studios and recorded three
more songs with the Beverlys house band, the All Stars,
which included Dennis Brown, Toots and Jimmy Cliff. If
you have an original copy of The Israelites', flip it over and

you'll find an instrumental called 'The Man', recorded by
that same band. A collectors' item now, and you can't
borrow mine.

Desmond soon started writing his own songs, and shifted
to Trojan records. 'The Israelites' was recorded in 1969,
going to number one in Jamaica. It managed the same feat
four months later in Britain and Europe. A touring band,
the Aces, was formed, and Desmond started flitting back
and forth between Britain and Jamaica. The follow-up, 'lt
Mek', was icing on the cake.

But tragedy struck in 1971, when Kong, who was also
Desmond's manager, died of heart failure. His loss to reggae
was incalculable, and to Desmond it was devastating.
Trojan also went bust, and he didn't record for another
three years. He tried some sessions with Creole, which took
over Trojan, but he didn't get along with the people.

"They never sit down and talk with you, like Lesley did.
They always say 'Do this and do that', and I don't like this
because it never works."

So Desmond went it alone, playing concerts in Britain
and Europe, keeping himself in the public eye.

The resurgence of Ska around 1979 brought Desmond
Dekker back to recording. He recorded a demo for Vic
Carey at London's Chalk Farm studios, then took it to
Dave Robinson of Stiff Records. Robinson had recently
signed Madness, and was well aware of the influence
Desmond had had on Ska in its formative years.

They recorded an album of Dekker standards in a ska
vein, carlled Black And Dekker. Who better to sing ska,
after all, since he was there when it started? Desmond also
did two concerts with Madness, and thekids welcomed him
as a hero.

Robinson later introduced Desmond to Robert Palmer,
and before long, the two were working together at Compass
Point, Nassau, using many of the musicians that Palmer
works with on his own albums.

"It was just like old times," says Desmond. "We decided
to try a different LP from everything I had done before. I
didn't want to sound like Marley, or any othersinger.

"I can play every instrument, and so can Robert, and we
both sing well. I know that my fans expect most of the time
to hear reggae from me. I wanted to give them something
different as well, I want to be versatile. I can sing soul, I can
sing opera if I've got to.

"I've been writing over the past five years, but I haven't
been recording. I've got stacks and stacks of tapes, and this
LP is just a sample of what's to come."

Long live Double D.
Duncan Campbell

'Go For It' Winners
Winners of the Festival

Records' Stiff Little Fingers
competition were Guy Soolley
(Christchurch), Brian Milne
(Wainuiomata), Neil Beatie
(Northcote), Brent O'Donnell
(Dunedin) and Tim Burchall
(Whangarei). They win Stiff
Little Fingers' new album, Co
For It. The band (from left to
right) are Henry Cluney, Ali
McMordie, Jake Burns and Jim
Reilly.
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INDIES MAIL ORDER < \
45s ,

‘ (ps) indicates picture sleeve. >

Features: City Scenes (ps) 2.99 »

Spelling Mistakes: Feel So Good (ps) 2.99
Spelling Mistakes/Whizz Kids (ps) 2.99 IProud Scum/Terrorways (ps) . 2.99
Swingers: One Good Reason 2.99 ■Counting the Beat 2.99 IGordons: Future Shock'(ps) 2.99 .
Herco Pilots: Wonder Book (ps) 2.00 iOtis Mace & Rex Reason 'Mecca' 2.99 '
Screaming Meemees/Newmatics (ps) 2.99 IPlaythings ‘colours’ (ps) 2.99
Jumping out a Window (ps) 2.99
Mockers: Good Old Days (ps) 2.99 • iRed Mole: E.P. 2.99 Tall Dwarfs (ps) 3.99
Zolo & the Bantams: Deep Crisp & Even (ps) 2.99
Crocodiles: Hello Girl (ps) 2.99 ITechtones: That Girl (ps) 2.99 |
New: Blams: No Depression In NZ (ps) 2.99
Ainsworths/Regulators (ps) 2.99 INewtones EP (ps) 3.99 |
Alms For Children: Danny Boy (ps) 2.50 - .
12"EPs Blam Blam Blam (ps) 3.99 -
Features: Perfect Features Exposed (ps) 3.99 '
Albums ' Various The Class of 81 7.99
Various Hits and Myths (NZ hits 1977-80 7.99 ’
New: Digits: Dog Wrestled to Ground

... 9.99 ' ’
Post and packing is 50 cents for first single, 25'I
cents for each additional single and 75 cents for!
an album. Circle the records you want, complete 1the form and post to Propeller Records, PO Box
37-371, Parnell, Auckland 1. >
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We offer the following services for Hire, and our prices
are the lowest in town;

� Professional JBL P.A. systems stereo or mono c/w foldback,
16channel desk, Dl’s, mics and space echo.

� Stage lighting
watt Par 56 and Dimmer packs.

� Prophet Polyphonic Synthesiser.
� Rogers XPB drum kit.
� Individual band equipment.
� Sound Technicians
�. Lighting Technicians.
� Truck pick-up & delivery service.

Professional JBLP.A. systems stereo or mono c/w foldback,
16channel desk, Dl’s, mics and space echo.
Stage lighting
watt Par 56 and Dimmer packs.
Prophet Polyphonic Synthesiser!
Rogers XPB drum kit.
Individual band equipment. ;

Sound Technicians V '

Lighting Technicians.
Truck—pick-up & delivery service.

All enquiries welcome, phone Steve Hughes; Auckland
579-009 Ext 885 (bus. hours), 565-631 (after hours).

Designed
by Boston’s

, Tom Scholz

POWER SOAK allows you to turn your. .
amp up to 10 to get the harmonics and

. sustain that come with full output, and.
then set the speaker level wherever you

. want it. . \

it,Lets you play small clubs with big
equipment.

'■ * Controls volume while rehearsing.
* Perfect for practicing at home. V v
And in the studio ...

* Eliminates leakage.
* Lets you play near your amp.
Gives you.total sustain/feedback control
* Makes distortion effects unnecessary.
* Better than a master volume.
SAFE FOR ALL AMPLIFIERS
Specifically designed for tube & solid
state, will not run hot, will not cause
impedance mismatch like other “power
attenuators."
Tom Scholz has been designing and
building POWER SOAKS to meet his
exacting requirements for a reliable
speaker.volume control for eight years.
They have been an indispensible part of
all BOSTON recordings and live
performances.

All Enquiries to: KINGSLEY SMITH
26 Customs St, Auck. Ph 793-139
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HIT-N-RUN
HIT-N-RUN
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i AUGUST

: 1112-15 LADY HAMILTON
i 20-22 MAINSTREET

1 25-26 GLUEPOT
27-29 WHANGAREI
SEPTEMBER

3- 5 BELLBLOCK, N.P.
9-10 STATION HOTEL

11-12 DB WHANGAPAROA
BOOKINGS-STEVE PH 675-407

NOW BOOKING!

HILLSBOROUGH
THE LARGEST VENUE IN

CHRISTCHURCH
JIM WILSON

PH 66224, BOX 2021,
CHRISTCHURCH


