
London Calling
LIVE DEVO

The Venue, opposite Victoria station, is
designed to be something like the Roxy on
Hollywood's Sunset Strip. At the Roxy on a
good night you can sit back and watch Dave
Edmunds or the Ramones while a waitress br-
ings your Pino Colada. Only at a place like the
Masque or San Francisco's Deaf Club do
American rock audiences get anything like au-
diences here. English audiences tend to prefer
the less stuffy atmosphere of the Nashville or
the Electric Ballroom where you can stand or
dance and the prices are cheaper than the
Venue.

Maybe there's some truth in a Virgin
employee’s claim that the Greater London
Council imposes the Venue’s minimum ticket
price of S7.SONZ in an apparent effort to “keep
the punks out". But that doesn’t explain the
steep $12.75NZ to see Devo at the venue. That
includes a SI.SONZ booking fee at the Virgin
record store. Devo is, yes, on Virgin Records
and the Venue, incidentally, is owned by Virgin
•Records. Perhaps the highest ticket prices
allow the Venue its reputation as a press hang-
out. Another great rock’n’roll swindle? That
as Virgin would no doubt quickly add is
showbiz.

Devo’s show, as it happens, is almost value
for money. It starts with films the first in-
troducing Booji Boy and the General (who tells
Booji the time has come for the world to know
the truth about de-evolution). Enter Devo,
that’s D-E-V-0 —rock's caped crusaders,
machines with a mission.

“Jocko Homo” is followed by filmclips of
“(Can't Get Me No) Satisfaction”, “The Day My
Baby Gave Me A Surprize", and two from the
new album “Girl U Want" and “Freedom of
Choice". “Girl U Want" in particular shows a
more FM-conscious Devo with a possible (US)
hit in the Cheap Trick mould of sugarpuff pop.

Devo takes the stage wearing plant pot hats
to begin with songs from the new album. Things
didn’t start smoothly when the US flag Devo
Mark Mothersbaugh waved low over the heads
of the audience was torn from its staff. And
then when Mothersbaugh ripped up his padded
uniform in “Swelling Itching Brain” the au-
dience was suspiciously quick to help him.
Devo changed uniforms and overcame all with
an absurd, clever, and above all professional
performance. “Freedom of Choice” (with Devo,
in Hitler masks) was the encore, there were
more films, a “goodnight spuds" and a final
“We Are All Devo!". Then “Devo Corporate
Anthem".

Devo once considered de-evolution and its
associated theories (cathonic progress and
fluid catharsis) important enough to refuse in-
terviews to English journalists who didn’t take it
seriously. Simply stated Devo’s theories on de-
evolution amount to a reaction against man’s
evolutionary direction. De-evolutionaries or,
more simply, devo-tees seek to remind the
machine-worshippers (in Devo Jerry Casale's
words) of the “the belch, the fart and the belly
laugh".* Devo aim to inject “some notion of
the transcendent" into the lives of the
technocrats. The technocrats, those ruled by
the machine-worshippers are described by
Casale as “unthinking slaves of the organic
processes they do not understand (who) live
only to reproduce themselves”.

You didn’t have to understand de-evolution
to enjoy Devo's concert. De-evolution was
reduced to the simplest of platitudes, a call and
answer response any blockhead could join in:
Are We Not Men? We Are Devo!

Devo must repeat
Jeremy Tempter
* Taken from Casale’s Didactical Works re De-
evolution which appeared in CLE, an American
fanzine.

LETTERS
Post toRIU LETTERS, RO 80x5689, Auckland
1. Best wins an LR Voucher.

Could you supply me with some information
to solve my problem?

I am a PUNK at the moment, but, in trying to
keep up with the latest trends, I wish to become
a MOD

As none of my friends are keen to try it:
a) Can MODs be bought from England?
b) Are they expensive?
c) Is it possible to import them?
d) Is there any duty or sales tax?

Thanks so much.
Nearly Mod Brooklyn, Wellington

July’s Let's Cock-Up An Advertisement
Award should be won by Rip It Up and Putaruru
Press. How did you manage to give Eric Clap-
ton his best record cover since EC Woz Hear?

Does this ad mean that Messrs Judd, Stiggs
and Hillman actually appear on Just One Night
or are they only on the cover to boost sales?
I’m looking forward to hearing the Swingers
play "Layla" or on the other hand, EC trying to
play "Yellow Star".

My bet is Polygram were thrilled .
A Swinging Single St Albans
P S. The Vauxhalls have not split. Their EP
Movies should be out soon. If Propellor or
Ripper show any interest, Northerners might
be able to hear some Southern pop!

What does Heavy Rock Fan of Tauranga
think he’s on about? Kiss are disco, Led Zeppe-
lin are fossils, Lynyrd Skynyrd are dead.

I suggest he lets his eardrums have a treat
and listen to some real heavy rock bands like
Triumph, Marseille, Iron Maiden, Saxon etc.
before Kissco rots his brain.

Heavy Metal is making a resurgence and
Tauranga and other places should wake up to
the fact and start listening to Motorhead etc.
Heavy Metal Hugh Miramar

I can remember the time when staying up
late to see Radio With Pictures used to be an
event. Now, since this new pretender’s come
along, all I ask, is for the show to change its
name, to let the original rest in peace.
Joe Smooth Invercargill

I am writing this . letter so that any inferior
individual,' who has not been priviliged enough
to have had a letter printed in RIU; can go up to
their friends, show-off and say ‘Look I wrote
that!’
ME New Zealand

I think David Bowie, Eno and John Foxx are
JERKS!
Gary Numan Karori
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If youplay guitar...
that’snotall youcan play.
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YOU CAN GET OVER 2000 NEW SOUNDS WITH YOURGUITAR USING THE NEW KORG X-911 GUITAR SYNTHESIZER
♦w^v-v^jja cm3. puts synthesizers within reach.
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Picture This Katz
mu *llll s»iPhone Adrienne Rickey 797-784 Auckland.

Floor 3, Premier Buildings, Durham St East.
Auckland

PO Box 5564, Auckland 1, New Zealand.

SMALL ADS
SI.OO per line. Send copy andpayment (prior to
publication), to RIU, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS
ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE

• NZ MUSICIANS UNION?
FOR INFORMATION:

PHONE 546-879 or 687-509 ’

T-SHIRTS FOR SALeBIIHHClash, Toy Love, Sex Pistols,-XTC, Specials,'
Marching Girls, Ramones, Mi-Sex Destroy. SM
& M. $7.00 each. Post to T. Larkin, 705 Oliphant
Rd.lHastirtgsTHß^BßnHßMnAAfln
WANTED SINGER
Open-minded singer (either sex) wanted to
complete band (both sexes). Largely original
material, nothing over three minutes. Not full-
time in forseeable future. Phone Grant Auck
892-456. fpMHBHBiiiniiBini
POSTERS, PISTOLS & SID!

Sex Pistols Giant Size “Lest We Forget and
Sid Vicious “Sid Sings’.’-,1 only $1.50 each. Send
postal note to Poster Div., P.O. Box 777,
Auckland 1.- • ■

Beatles Records & Books
Why buy secondhand Records? ...when
you can buy FACTO R Y/FRESH records
at CHEAPER PRICES (majority at $8
per LP). Stock includes these:
G.H. ATM (3 I Ps)
J:L. Sometime in NY-City
J.L. J.L./POB
G.H. Wonderwall Music
Beatles Essential; Beatles (rare)
Beatles Greatest Hits Vol. lIBeatles 10 EPs w/Pic covers
Write for free list NOW. Includes LPs, all
Singles, EPs, rare books, LPs. Discountsavailable. Write to:
Revolver Records
PO Box 303, Magill 5072
STH Australia, AUSTRALIA.

Keep Our Cities
Beautiful Award
Every month R/U will
publish the best bandposter
mailed to the office.
The Techtones poster was
designed by Joe Wylie.


