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TRACYCHAPMAN :
Crossroads
(Elektra)

Pop culture situates itself in the arena

ofstruggle; inpolitical terms, race,

genderand class struggle.Pop music
reeks ofracism and sexismand racism.

It's whatkeeps it going, we learn fromit,
ithelps us to understand the world. Like
the soap operas that take place in

NWA'’s ‘StraightOutta Compton’ with

the bad ass bad boys giving lead to the
rednecks and bitches on heat

everywhere. It's all fantasybased on

reality, evil shit|know, but that's pop’
music.

Outofall the ‘ismsfloatingaround in

pop music, though,the worstis
liberalism. The desire to make the world

somethingitisn’t, nice and soft, freeof

complexities like sexismand racism.

Liberals never had their own formof

music so they had to invent it -- folk

music. Created in reactionto all that

nasty rock n’ roll with its fixation on sex

and death.“Oh, it's so horrible. Let's all

join hands and sing ‘if| HadA Hammer’
and ‘We Shall NotBe Moved'. Oh,
lookee, the world is warm and people
just gotta be free!” And while they did

that, capitalism licked its lips and
continuedto eat.

Inaway Ms TracyChapman doesn't
fitin the folksinger genretoo neatly.
She's notreally yelling atthe world -
telling it to stop. She writesgood
relationship songs,people falling in and
outof love. Songs like ‘Fast Cars and

‘Baby Hold Me Now/, fine pop songs
thatledpeople like Neil Diamond to

coverthem. ‘
The new album hasn’t gotanythingas

goodas those; maybe ‘A Hundred
Years' and ‘Bridges’, but overall the
album stoo didactic, concerned with
world views and those great liberal

standbysthe urban poor (‘Subcity’) and
Nelson Mandela (‘Freedom Now/).

Hell, wantNelson outta there, but
yet another song will notdo it.One of

the great folk artists,WoodyGuthrie,
engravedon his guitar“this machine
kills fascists,”which isall very well ifyou
hitthemover thehead with it.AsMao

said, “political power grows outofa
barrelofagun,”not guitarnecks.
Crossroadsis afarmore folk orientated
record than her debut, butas social
conscience songs go you'd find better

.

onany Ramones album.
Public Enemy’sChuck Din the

hip-hop magazine The Sourcecalled
MsChapman“a disgrace to herrace,”
partly dueto her appeal amongstwhite
liberals. If you drivearound any, shall

we say, white upper mobile areas, the
sound ofTracyfloats fromeach hot-tub

party. That'sherreal market,and
Crossroadssucceeds inreachingiit. It's
the sort of album people have

middle-aged crises to. It's going to shift

heavyAOR units, but| bet Neil
Diamond isn‘t going focover any of
these songs -- it justdoesn’t have the

pop appeal ofher firstone.
KERRYBUCHANAN -

HAPPY MONDAYS

Bummed
(Factory)

Happy Mondays' second album is

oneof themore unusual variations on

the Acid House themeyou're likely to

hear this year. They'reattempting the
kind ofdeep-fried trance that New
Zealand clubs discovered last year

(about 18 monthsbehind therest of the

world)butthe drum programmes/
samples/water torture synthpulse
formula is abandoned completely in

favourof arefracted funk rock haze
withoutprecedentanywhere, including
Happy Mondays’ previous work.

Thesounds are those of mainstream
dance pop, entirelyand inexplicably
inverted.There's the trebly, incessant

guitar, the heavily reverbed drums,

even occasional globulesofhideous
FM synth gel, yetsomehow it doesn’t

even sound remotelyradio-friendly.
On the first listen it'salmost

unendurable,sounding merely like an

incompetent attempt at something
that'svile even when doneproperly,
buteventuallysomethingabout its
unabashed twistedness, its almost joyful
corruption, becomesappealing. Far
from thestandard funk practiceof
weak notes building up to strong ones

thatknock you back offyourfeet, it'sas

ifeverythingis equallyde-emphasised,
with no focal point ‘cause nothing's
quite in focus.

Rather than being advertised by any
single,artificial quirk, Happy Mondays’
lunacy is all-pervasive, theonly
consistent thing about them, and, as far
asit's possible to tell, strangely genuine.
MATTHEWHYLAND

THE GEORGIA SATELLITES
InThe Land Of Salvation & Sun
(Elektra) ;
JASON AND THE SCORCHERS
Thunder & Fire

(A&M)
Both bands are shit-kickers in the

grandtradition of bar-bands whoplay
hard, fast and pure.Sure theymay have

leftthebarfor greenerpastures, but

thespiritand the honesty of the
bar-roomremains.

Jason Ringenbergand the boys
reached their peakwith LostAnd

Found, and unfortunatelythisone

doesn’t match it.It has itsmoments, like

their version of Phil Och'’s ‘My Kingdom
ForACar’ and theSteve Earle-penned
‘Bible And A Gun'. Atfimestheyalmost

getasrocky as ‘White Lies' (off Lost And

Found) but the production lets it down,
like theaddition of horns on You Gotta

Way With Me'. :
There'sno such trouble with the

GeorgiaSatellites’ third album. Unlike

Open All Night, which tried to re-write

‘Leave YourHandsTo Yourself on

every frack, this one is a whole new ball

game. lt's got rock n’ roll rousers in

‘Slaughterhouse’, abouta

hard-working schmuck with love

problems, and a fastlookat lifeon ‘Dan

Takes Five'. But ithas shadingstheother
albums lacked, like ‘Another Chance’
and thecountry-styled‘Sweet Blue

Midnight’, with Nicollette Larson on

backup-vocals,plus somestuffthat
reminds meofthe Rolling Stones circa

Sticky Fingers, like‘Bring Down The

Hammer'.All their records boast cover

versions,00,and this one has Joe

South’s ‘GamesPeople Play’, whichiis

great. ;
Pity aboutthe Scorchers,but don't

forgetthe GeorgiaSatellites when you
feel like abarroom rumble.
KERRY BUCHANAN :

ENUFF Z'NUFF

Enuff Z'Nuff ;
(Atlantic)

“Well, | shattered my lefttesticle

perfecting the scream on ‘l'm Down’,
and I'm glad!”says DonnieVie, Enuff

Z'Nuff'slead singer, and with

commitment like that the band has to be
taken seriously. This Chicago-based
four-pieceformedtwo years ago after

afive-year collaboration between Vie

and theband’s bassist/songwriter Chip
Z'Nuffand shapeup asthe latest

pretenders to the pop-metal crown. A
solid debutalbum itis too, melodic

vocals, punchy lead guitarscombined
with catchy tunes measn the band are

onto a winner.

Eventhough,attimes, thealbum

lacks aconsistency ofquality material, it
still generates agoodtime summer

feelingwith songs like ‘Hot Summer

Girl','New Thing’and ‘Little Indian

Angel’leading theway.

Completewith a happy, trippy peace

sign on thealbum cover and the advice

to “get high on a new thing” in the first

song, “Chip” Z'Nuffmay justbe asking
for the tomato sauce at my summer

barbeque. :
BRUCEHUDSON

MICHELLE SHOCKED

Captain Swing (Mercury)
Let's make it plain from the outset: this

is one delicious record. Packed with
love and lust, heartacheand humour,
thisis definitelyabig one fora

performerwho has already shown
loads ofpromise.

' Afterstarting out with an amateur

recording of songs around a campfire,
Michelle Shocked has strayedfromthe
folkieapproachand goneforabig
productionnumber. Pete Anderson

produces, arranges and plays some

wicked guitar. There'salso a big,
-punchy brass section courtesyof Lee

Thornburg.Theproduction brings out

-the bestin Shocked's rich, warm voice
which s one of the sweetest sounds I've

heard all year. :
There'san amazing varietyof styles

ondisplay here and Shocked sounds
equallyathome withall of them. The

opener,'GodlsAReal Estate

Developer’ is oneofthree numbers
with astrong bluesfeel which socks it to

those who hustle in thename of God:

“They say onedayhe'llliquidate /His

holdings up onhigh/Isay it'sall

speculation.” :
‘SleepKeeps Me Awake'is more in

the Chicagostyle while The Cement
Lament'is a New York hooker’s blues.

‘Streetcorner Ambassador’ features

jazzy uprightbass, while ‘On The
GreenerSide’ workstoa

reggae-latino beat, althoughthe
sentimentsare pure country.

Also inthatvein are ‘Silent Ways',
with wonderfullyweepy Texasviolin,
and ‘Too Little Too Late’, which starts off
in Nashville butshifts north asanother
fine brass arrangement takesover. ‘My
Little Sister’ is Memphis-style rock n" roll,
‘Looks LikeMona Lisa’ iscloserto the

folk roots, and ‘lt Must BeLuff'is a

terrible pun but greatfun, with a very
‘2os arrangement. The album finishes

with the inexplicably uncredited ‘A -
Hole InMy Head', just acousticand
slide guitarin the background.

Michelle Shocked has made an

album that transcends all tastes and

looks setto ensure afull house when
she tours inthe New Year. Versatility,
virtuosityand bags of swing. Superb:
DUNCAN CAMPBELL

HappyMondays Georgia Satelites
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Civic Theatre Bldg, . .
.. Wellesley Street, City.
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AeriaL railway] ENGINEER
m® TRAINING

The AERIAL RAILWAY is conducting courses in
sound engineering at its Moehau studio, Port

Charles, Coromandel. The course is designed for

those seeking a technical background to sound

engineering.
This course starts on 18 Feb and runs for

six days. The fee of $395 includes GST and

covers Food, Accommodation, Tuition and
24-hour access to the Studio. Limit of ten per

course. ;

The 16-track studio is situated in a wooded river

valley overlooking a beach. .

Subjects covered; Acoustics, Noise, Microphone
Techniques, ‘Hands-on’ Recording and Mixing,
Musical Instruments, ‘Toys' and Sound Processors,

Basic Electronics, and much, much, more!

INTERESTED? _
Contact Us Now for more Information.

: AERIALRAILWAY STUDIO
- MOEHAU COMMUNITY

PORT CHARLES

; 4 COROMANDEL R.D.
PH (084356) 730 COLVILLE
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BOMB RECORDS

CatharsiS
‘CATHARSIS ISTHEBOOK OF MARTYRSFIRST RELEASE,
UTILIZES THEIR UNIQUE LINE UP OF BASS, CELLO,
DRUMS AND VOCALS TO EXCELLENT EFFECT. INNO-
VATIVE, ENTHRALLING AND BRILLIANT . . . AND

WITHOUT EXCEPTION ALL THE SONGS PRESENTED

HERE (ON THIS CASSETTE) ARE EXCELLENT.

R.LU. AUG 89

‘CHARMING, ADDICTIVE, SUBTLE . . . HARD TO LIVE
WITHOUT ONCE YOU'VE ACQUIRED THE TASTE.”

N.Z. HERALD

...

IF YOU'RE GOING TO BUY A TAPE THIS YEAR, THIS

AND THE BOOK OF MARTYRS’ CATHARSIS ARE THE

ONES TO HAVE” X
- R.LU. NOV 39

AVAILABLE NOW AT:

REAL GROOVYRECORDS 2

THE EMI SHOP, HAMILTON

ROTORUA RECORDS

OR $lO (INCL. P&P) FROM 18812NB I

ROTORUA

Small Adscost$4 per lineplus $4for the

heading. Send copy and payment to ‘Rip ItUp’
Small Ads, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1. Price

includes GST.

M I S C ELLANVEUOU'S

REAL GROOVYRECORD SEARCH
We have 1000 s of titles newand used. Send yourwant

~ lists.InclSAE. 438 Queen St,Auckland.Ph775-870.
THE BATS, TALL DWARFS, DEAD C
Interviews with these bands areinissue 5 of The .
Captains Fanzine, out now. Otherfeaturesinclude the « = -

Clean and DinosaurJr.For your copy send $2 to the
new address of PO Box 5757, MorayPlace, Dunedin.
RECORDS, CASSETTES, CDs

Bought, soldand tradedat the Papakura Record

Exchange, 232 Great South Rd.Ph 298-0773.
MANAGERWANTED
For progressive womens soft-rockband “Turiiya.” Ph

762-290.

VARIOUS COLLECTABLES FORSALE
Promo photos (official), tour posters,Sth. American &
East European albums by Beatles, Bruce S., Kate Bush,
CCR, Doors, Led Zep, Pink Floyd, Queen, Stones,Who,
etc...Forlistsend SAE to RPM, Box 22057, Wellington 4.

ALECTRISSITY DEMO STUDIO Full 8 track demo

recording facilities at special lowrates until Xmas.

VIDEO SCREEN TESTS
Demo videos— we shoot professional video, in either

live performances or our fully equipped studio, at

surprisingly low rates. Check this oneout now! Call Ross
605-1710r392-761.

SUCH IS LIFE
MANIAC SLAUGHTER XMAS'B9 EpiTION
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|PrOblem “My acoustic

guitar can’t be heard over the other

instruments in my combo unless I’'m

willing to put up with disturbing
body noise and feedback.”

SO|Utlon Simply visityour
favourite music

P store and have them

oe install a new 2nd

Q. pickup from CF.

&%’ Martin and Fishman
v Transducers. Then

: : you can amplify
accoustic response like you need to...
without colouring your natural sound.
The Thinline 332 pickup is the choice

ofall discerning guitarists. And it’s

standard on Martin Shenandoah Series

guitars.” '
For further information write:

Lyn McAllister Music Ltd, P.O.Box

39-143Auckland West. Ph (09) 3034-936

WANTED TO BORROWTO COPY
Video tape ofCinderella songs from Moscow Music
Peace Festival (Coc-cola Music Weekend). Will pay. Ph

Deborah 473-0147.

RECORDINGS FOR SALE

NZ 89ROCK/METAL AWARDS VIDEO
Asylum, SHIHAD & Hammerack (3 hrs)on HiFi video,
copies $39.95 through vidspecialists, Box 13409 Chch
orGrunt Records, 800 Colombo St,Chch (post cost
extra $5.00).
U2PHOTOS 1984-89

Off stage, press conference, live in NZ/OZ.

Professional std.Great Xmas gift. $2 forillustrated list to
43 John St, Ponsonby, Auck.

o

/PRINCE FOR SALE i R
Listof 100 lusitems. 7”, 12", CDs, cassettes, LPs,picdiscs, -
"rostérs, promos, etc. Many rarities all pricedto sell. For =istsend SAE to RPM, Box 22057, Wgtn 4.

e

REMCOLLECTION
Posters,singles, CD’s, promos etc. Must sell. For

illustrated list send SAE to RPM, Box 22057, Wgtn 4.
U2LIVECONCERTPHOTOS
Taken onstage Western Springs. Size 6“x8". Ph Ak ;
655-079 after 7pm. Ask for Ala. ‘ :
LIVEHARDCORE/PUNKTAPES :
Forlist send 40c stampto: Cerebral Turnpike tapes, 1
Homer PI, Christchuch 4.

FULLOFSYMPATHY ;
The new cassette EP bySoundsmith Productions
available for$9 at 66 Redwood Ave, Tawa, Wgtn (with
SAE). Don't miss CV Dec 9 forthe title track video.
NOSYMPATHY?
Write to us, we're full of it!
LUVVERLEFTYA?
Tell us about it. We're Full ofSympathy.
PICTURE DISCS :
Madonna, Bowie, Bangles, Beatles, T'Pau, Cure, Elvis,
Poison, Guns ‘N’ Roses, Iron Maiden, etc. Over 100 titles
for lists send SAE to B. Owen, 9 Tarahanga St,

- Northcote, Auckland. :
BOWIECOLLECTION FORSALE

Large privatecollection ofrare records, books, posters,
etc. Send 2 IRCs for 30 page catalogue toBruce Butler,
79 ParkRd, Glen Iris 3146, Australia.
RAREEASTEUROPEAN LPs

Elvis, Bon Jovi, Floyd, Genesis,Stones, Beatles, Hendrix,
etc. Also Choba B CCCP! To get auction list, send i

sia}r‘nped SAE to LP Auction, 20 McGiffert St, Palmerston
Nth.

PRINCE, U2, REM RARITIES
Audio/video lists. Stamped SAE to 20 McGiffertSt,
Palmerston Nth.
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