
JAMES McMURTY
TooLonglnTheWasteland

(CBS) -
James McMurty is in the tradition of

artists like Lee Clayton, countrybut
packing a punch that would make the
toughestrocker feel proud. Givena

sympathetic productionfrom John

CougarMellencampand backedby
the latter’sexcellent band, McMurty
delivers as gooda debutalbum as

you're gonna get. '
McMurtycombines stark backdrops

with shattering guitarassaults
underpinningthe laconic vocal delivery
--shades ofLou Reed on agood day.
Thisis perfectly illustratedon the title
track with theband building up an

awesomeaura of tension, the ideal

backdropfor the cutting lyrics; “hear
the trucks on thehighway/and the

tickingofthe clocks/there’s aghostof

amoonin theafternoon/bullet holes in

themailbox/key holes in my mind”.

- Isdifficulttopick out the highlights as

every track is a winner, from ‘Painting
By Numbers’ with its pawn in the game
theme, to ‘Terry’ whererecklessness
creates aterrifying nightmare, tothe ~
closing bars of ‘Poor Lost Soul’ which
studies the loss ofruralinnocence.

Maybe the sheer power of this

recording has been responsible forLee

Claytons's return froma lengthydesert
exile in ordertotoss down the gauntlet
inan attempt to reclaim his stolen
throne.Par excellence! ]
DAVID PERKINS ;

FULLFORCE :
Smoove ‘
CHERYL PEPSIIRILEY
MeMyself And |

(Columbia)
The firsttime Full Forceappear on

the cover wearing a decentamount of
clothes. The lastLP featuredthe band

visiting a nice white middle class family .
andinside Paul Anthonystandsin a

leather posing strap. So | suppose the

boys on thenew one are on the serious

trip, like no barechests and gold chains.

It's all serious portraits with leather
medallions ofAfricaand Paul Anthony
ischilling out with a book on Marcus-

BackTo Africa-Garvey.Sol'm
impressed. ; ;

Even more so when the needle hits
the record.Right away wehave Full

Forcerocking in a JamesBrown groove
in‘Don't Waste My Time', then in their

own version ofnew jackswing,‘Ain‘t My
Type OfHype'. Full Force come on like

amodern version of the Temptations,
classic black vocal styles with the bass-

dropping and the addition ofa modern

rap style, and like the Temptations, they
can carry aballad beautifully. Like the

wonderfully fitled ‘Make LoveTo My
Mind’ and ‘Kiss Those Lips'. The best
trackis‘4V (Full Force's Mellow

Medley)’combining Smokey’s ‘Ooh

Baby Baby’, theDelphonics’ ‘Lala
Means| Love You', Marvin Gaye's
‘DistantLover’ and BobbyKeyes' ‘Love

On ATwo Way Street'. This is serious
stuffand deservesattention. Like the
trackoff the Crib album about ‘Black
Radio’, this puts itself into thehistorical

discussionaboutthe nature of black

music. Full Force see themselves as part
ofthe great tradition.

The Cheryl Pepsii Riley album is Full

Force's latest production project,and it

comes on abittoo cute for my fastes,
buthas a solid ballad foundation and

MsPepsii has a great voice.
Full Force have anotherwinnerin

Smoove, another very finealbum from
thekings ofrhythm. Itswingsand has fun

withitself, like ‘Don’tWaste My Time’

wherethe boys answer back to all the
femaledissing songs like Janet

Jackson’s ‘What Have You Done For -
MeLately’ and givesMs Pebbles the
run around. And let us notforget their
duet with Sam Fox on ‘All | Wanna Do.’
KERRY BUCHANAN

- CHRISTY MOORE

Voyage ,
(WEA) s
- Alegend in his nativeIreland, Christy

Moore became an integral part of the

renaissance of traditional Irish music

through his work with Plurocty. He's
since widened his horizons through his
involvement with the up-tempo Moving
Hearts and his own burgeoningsolo

career.

Moore’s earlyPolydorsolo albums

were steeped in traditional Irish music

interspersed with folk standards buthis

move to WEA signalled achange in

approach.Traditional gave way to

showcasingthe talentsof upand

coming Irish songwriters such as Jimmy
McCarthyand the Pogues’ Shane
McGowan.

- Moore’slastalbum Unfinished
Revolutionwas a masterpieceand

Voyagemaintains the standard.

Between albumsMoore suffereda

heartattackwhich probably accounts

forthe circumspect natureofthismost
recent offering.Almost half the songs
are original including thehighpointof
thealbum, ‘MissingYou'. Ewan McColl's

much-recorded The First Time Ever|

Saw Your Face’ sounds as fresh asthe

day itwas written and Moore :
demonstrateshis virtuosityon Elvis
Costello’s quirky ‘Deportees Club’. As
with his previous solo albums, thecrystal
clearproduction comescourtesy of his
oldPluroctycomrade, Donal Lunny.

Moore’s skill lies in hisunerring ability
tochoose outstanding songs and then

arrange them in awaythatmakes them
his own, the warmvocals exudinga

totallove ofmusic. If you've not had the

pleasureofChristy Moorebefore,
Voyageisas goodastarting point as

any. Marbecks have an excellent

range of Christy Moorealbums, as well

as Plurocty and MovingHearts.
DAVID PERKINS

NANCI GRIFFITH i
Storms

HOLLY DUNN
The Blue Rose Of Texas

(McA) ,
NanciGriffith'seighth record is

somethingofadeparture. Those who
had the Texas songstress pigeon-holed
has adewy-eyed promulgatory of

happy endingsmay have to think again
—Stormshas little of the blue bonnet

spring optimism Griffith isrenowned for.
Whilst retaining the singer’s irresistable

buoyancy, veteran producerGlyn
Johnshas opted foramorespartan
scenario that displays littleevidence of

overdubs and the like. Attimes its

confessional honesty borders on the

claustrophobic. :
Stormss very much the pervasive

metaphor herereflecting a series of
anecdoted crises by Griffith’sown

admission— theresult of“a very hard

yearfor me”. Songslike ‘lt's AHard Life
WhereverYou Go’ and ‘|Don't Want
To Talk About Love’ are indicators of a

hithertounexplored darkerside.

Apparently not all Liftle Love Affairslast
forever.But don'tgettheimpression
thatGriffith the incorrigible romantic
has come to griefon the rocks of

cynicismand heartbreak;her positivism
and beliefinlove asaredemptive
forcecontinue to shine through.

Nanci Griffith is a genuine hand on

heart romantic butnotina

self-conscious, bedsit manner. Her

strengthsare her ingenuous and an

unrepentant devotion to amour. As

long as she continues toproduce work
this sincere, this honest, then this
reviewer will remain a fully paid-up
true believer.

Holly Dunn is bycoincidence aTexan

also and although The Blue Rose Of

Texasis her fourth album she remains

largely unknown in this country. Her star

is very much in theascendance

Stateside, however, where there's

always a marketforpretty, personable
countrysingers who don't stray too far

from themainstream. Thisalbum is well

played, crisply produced and Holly
Dunn has a perfectlyacceptable voice.
It's justa tad, um, characterless, and

coming after Nanci Griffithsemotional

tour de force it pales bycomparison.
Holly Dunn is theacceptable faceof

country musicin 1989 andif | tell you
she’s also planning a duetwith Kenny

Rogers, I think you'll guess whatI'm

gefting at.

GARTHSEEAR

RY COODER

Johnny Handsome :
(Soundtrack) :
(WEA)

JohnnyHandsome is a muddledand

unsatisfyingmovie but we get some

goodthings fromit: a pistol whipping
Ellen Barken, one ofMickey Rourke’s

betterperformancesto date, and this,
anotherRy Cooder soundtrack for lazy
evenings spentbasking in the heatof
theCD player. .

This album is moreconsciously scored
than therambling instrumentalsof
Cooder’s much-loved Paris Texas |
soundirack but still the tracksrecall (and
indeed are responsible for) the movie's
best moments. Theconcise scoring

does mean sometracks are less easy
ontheear butthere’s more variation
here, withRy and pals wrapping
themselves around everything from

Caijun rockabillyto ambient wanderings
worthyofLanois & Eno. It'sas

sentimental and cosy as thesoundtrack
forBettyBlue and hell, | don’t even own

aSaab. :

CHAD TAYLOR

JamesMcMurty ChristyMoore
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OPEN EVERY DAY EXCEPT DEC 25
438 QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND. TELEPHONE (09) 775-870.

Rip It Up.37


