
discoverthe meanings and emotions.
| don'teven thinkwe know allof

them.” :
Anthonyadmits tobeing the

Peppers' lyricist, “but Flea influences

me by sharingviewsand ideologies.
Inturn, | have the basic funk just
oozingoutof my body,and it can’t

help but grease off onFlea when he

comesup with a bass line. All very
naturall”

Sock N’Roll
-

The publicity generated by their

“zanyside” and the infamous

socks-on-cocksencores has now

become tiresome. “The biggest
misconceptionabout usisthat we're

somekind ofnoveltysock band,”
sighsFleq, “but| think we've played
some ofthemost innovative musicof

the 80s over the pastfew years,and

I'dlike to be recognised for that.”

“Whichisn'ttosay that weregret
that,” says Anthony.“Itis agreat
feeling.We do it justto have fun, to

feel good, naked and free ofclothes
andsocialbindings. Itisnotabout
shocking people, it's aboutfeeling
great.” ;

Tofeelsimilarly inspired inthe

studio, Anthony testifiesto the value

ofpostersofformer teen porn star
Traci Lords. He also lewdlyclaims

thatcommunion between a female

body, minature microphonesand a

guitar neck results in certain

unearthly sounds on Mother’sMilk,
butthe explicit detailsare strictly
Penthouse material.

The Red Hot Chili Peppers also

drawinspiration from LA peers like

Fishbone, TheloniousMonster, Xand

Firehose, and theircamaraderie is a

refreshing change from the catty
competitiveness ofmostrockers. “It's

a definite circle offriends.We all

hang outand feel proudto -

perpetrate aninevitable sense of

patriotismin our music. LAis where

we live, and our music isbasically
about our lives. | think we're all part
of adying breed --people playing
an honest, heartfelt uncompromising
musicthatis getting respectaround
the world.” -- Anthony. : :

Or, asinthewords of‘Good Time

Boys', “We'remodern daybraves

with one stronghold/Through the

worldofsong our boldness is

exposed.”. '
The group'scomparitive longevity

surprisesFlea and Anthony. “When

westarted this band, it was strictlyas

alark,” Flea confesses.“Then,
suddenly, it's ‘let's make a record,
tour, get a manager and a lawyer,
getpaid money.’ | never used to think

ofthe future,but | doa little more

nowthatl'm a father. It's amazing it

has gone on so long and -- barring
some drasticincident -- it looks like it it

willgoonalotlonger.”
“I had a beautiful vision last night,”

Anthonyadds. “lwasat the Mets

gamewith afriend and wewere

talking aboutthe Grateful Dead at

the Giants stadium. | don't even know

their music, but theyfact that they’ve
amassed an audience that has loved

themfor 25 yearsisbeautiful. Itd be
nice for the Red Hot ChiliPeppersto

bearoundin25 years.”

Classic
To hearthese irreverant

funkateerspraise the Dead's survival
issurprising, buttheyalso reveal their
loveofclassic rockby their choice of

“covers; Dylan's ‘Subterranean
Homesick Blues’ and, on Mother’s

Milk, Hendrix's ‘Fire’ and Wonder's

‘Higher Ground'. “We love all kinds
ofmusic,” says Anthony. “Those -
covers are a wayofpayingrespect
to musicians that have been real

meaningful to our lives and music. |
justmet Stevie Wonder over the

phone, as | want himto be in our

video. He was oneofthe

coolest-sounding guys I've ever

talked to -- hisvoice was like a

well-intentioned siren. If Stevie likes

oursong, I'll probablyshoot an

eight-foot shotofejaculatory
semen.” : :

But omit the Who from the Peppers
hallof fame.“They're pathetic,” Flea

sneers. “They stopped rockin’, then

said, 'Hey, we could get back

together, play the old songs and

makea shitload ofmoney.' And,asa

bass-player, here's a personal ‘Fuck

you'to John Entwistle. He's a e
close-minded, ignorant old fart for

calling rap ‘the voice ofyouth that
can'tsing’.” :

Anthony pounces on the fopicof

rap like ashark smelling blood:

- “Rapisthe punkrock of the 80s. It

is the burgeoning existence of music

right now, thereality ofthe masses,

notthe false, preconceived notions
ofthe upper middle-class.Itis the

futhle . :

The big time maybeckon, butthe

Peppers aren’tabout ostifle their -
social conscience and egalitarianism,
as Anthony explains:

“Whenever|getserved a bagel
andloxin arestaurant, | think, ‘what a

bummerto be waiting tables, but |
don'tfeel better than that waiter--

justluckier. No matterhow famous|
become, I'll knowI'm no betterthan

the bum downthere on 42nd Street

eating lunch out ofthe garbage.He
and | are on the same level. And

Donald Trump, he's no more

important than the guy he walks past
whois lying in the gutterlicking milk
offthe floor.”« Andlikeall good
Californian rockstars, the Red Hot
Chili Peppersare deeplyconcerned
about the state ofthe environment.

“Ithink the planetisin real sad

shape,”claims Flea. “It's fucked,
we'redoomed, and people don't

care.We do benefits for the Sea

Shepherds [a direct-action

environmental activistgroup]. If wild
horsesare goingo the glue factory
in Montana, they'll cut downfences
andfree them.”

Maybe itis similarly attributable to

their Californian base, orFlea’s early.
childhood in Australia,butthe

Peppers are real sports nuts.Hence
the hilarious ode toMagic Johnson,
“Penetrating the line likea bullet

train comes the Magicblooda

telepathic brain.”. -
“He'salegitimate heroof the

band,”says Anthony. “He represents
themostbeautiful, positive-willed
figure in sports to us. We're musically
influencedby hisbasketball playing,
hissmile and his lustfor life!”

The idea ofpunk-funkersas jocks
may seem bizarre, buto Flea, “funk -
and sports infersectin so many ways.
A perfect dayfor me is to play music
and basketball on the same day.
They're mytwo favourite things to

do.”
“The Red Hot Chili Peppersare full

ofunexpectedavenues meeting,”
Anthonyconcludes. "Wearea

myriadof intersectionsyou'd never

expect.” ~
Long may theysink their jump

shots.
KERRYDOOLE
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