
Ramalamadingdong, Bigger ThanKing Kong4:45pm. "Hello, is Tone Loc
there?”

“Yeah, butl’'meatingmy
breakfast.Can you call
back?”

s:lopm. “Hello, isTone Loc

there?” :
“Yeahbuthe’sinthe

showerorsomething, his
fooddidn‘tagree with him—-
canyou call backin20

minutes?”

Yep, that's the joy ofbeing a media

professional. If's a nicesunny

afternoon and I'm tryingto¢all Tone

Loc, who isplaying some partiesin
Sydney, then he's coming here to do

acouple ofgigs and a danceparty.
Only Tone's tired and I'm fired, frying
to recoverfroma Dance Party the

previousnight. Whatis it with these

things, whydo they seem fobe taking
over the nightlife— and do they
have anyimportance? Well, let's talk

with Tone first.

ToneLocisthe latestinalong line

offairly illustriousacts to grace the

Australianparty scene. These

one-nighters have brought
everyone fromthe likes of

TransvisionVamp and Boy George
throughtto Inner City and the Jungle
Brothers downthis way latelyand
now MrLoc, who has fortunately
beenlured overthe Tasman.

5:35pm. “Hello, is Tone Loc

there?”

“Yeah, this is him.How ya doin'¢”

Ahellofa lot better now. So tell

me about yourselfTone,how didyou

getstarted? v
“Alucky break,that'sall.

Somebody called me and asked me

iflwanted to doa record ‘causeof

the way myvoice sand | said yeah
andthe restis history. I've been

rapping professionally forabouttwo

and a halfyears now, and I started

rapping about nine years ago.”
The LA rap scene hasreally come

ofage. ltnow seems like almost

‘every hot new rapper has some

West Coastconnection.

“The LA rap scene is the number
one rap scene in the United States.

Allthe Californian rappers are high
upinthecharts and the East Coast

rappers have fallen back. We bring
something brand new to the rap

game. Everyone knows it comes from
the East Coast, but people are

realising that LA is number one now.”

- Well, West Coastraps fairly
differentsounding—you'vecreated
anew sound really.

“Well, 1 like to think so. I've done it

kind of myown way. | wentoutofmy
wayto dosomething different, sortof

mainsiream,so more people can

identify with it. | did myownrecord.”
The album has a realfunky feel to

it.

“Well, youknow, | like the funky
stuffmyself. | mean, take the titleof

the albumLoc-ed AfterDark. That's

mystyleofrap. Slow, funky,
night-time rap.”

How about the Dust Brothers —

the tracks they did on Loc-edare
great, ‘Cutting Rhythms' and stuff, and

nowthey've really becomethe
producersof the moment, working
with Mellow Man Aceand the

Beastie Boys. "
“Yeah, the Dust Brothers didsome

tracks on myalbum and MattDike is

responsiblefor most ofmy music. | just
let himknow what type ofsong | want

to go for and wealwayscome up

with something suitableformy style.
So with thatin mind, we work pretty
welltogether and we'll alwaysbe
comin’ out with some goodrecords.

Asfaras working withthe Dust

Brothers goes, they'regood guysand
they're talented, soit'spretty
pleasurable.”

~ Matt Dikeand MikeRoss also run

yourrecord label Delicious Vinyl
which is fastbecomingaWest Coast

Def Jam with all these hot young acts.

“Yeah, Delicious Vinylis making
the major hip-hop music in the States

now, with guys like myself, Def Jef,
Body & Soul and Young also. We're

gonna make a major mark on

hip-hop.” :
Well you've definitely made a

markwith ‘WildThing’'— itwas the

firstrapsingle to goto No.l onthe

popcharts. Atotal crossoversuccess

Tone Loc, Rap, Dance Parties and the Meaning ofLife

story. : :
“Yeah, well | guess it had guitars on

itthatpeople could say“Oh, I've -
heard them somewhere.” But | think it

comes backto itbeing funky. lthad a

good beat, youcould dance toit.”

Onthe downsideof this - ,
mega-stardom, you'vebeen

branded a sellout by some elements
ofthe rapcommunity. Despite

Loc-edbeing a goodhip-hop album,
the successof ‘Wild Thing' camein

forsomecriticism.

“Yeah, there's been alotof

criticismcoming my way, ‘causea lot

ofpeople feel that true hip-hopis
one thing and because ‘WildThing’
hitthe pop charts as wellas the black

charts, theyfeel it's not. But

regardless of what theysay, what|
writeis all rap because 'ma rapper.
Basically, their records haven'tgot it

andthey see me with all thismoney

ontop ofitall. But | think that down
deep, any ofthese guys would cut

their own balls off toreach the kind of

people | reach with mymusic.”

Youalso pulled out ofplaying
Englandrecently. Whywas that?

“|wasreal tiredat that fime and|
justwasn'tina mood toflyoverthere.

| had justcome outofa three month
tourand | was fired— | don’teven

like England that much anyway.”
Yeah, | don'tblameyou—the

weather’s muchbetterin LA anyhow.
Your show lookspretty physical,
there's alotof leaping around and

dancing. That'ssomething alot ofrap

acts,people like MC Hammer seem

tobe aware of— a better live

presentation. :
“Definitely. People wanttosee a

show. They've been standinginline
foranhourandtheywanttosee
some dancing, theywantto be

involved in some crowd

participation.They wanta good
show and guys like Hammer and

myselfare doing justthat.Adding
some spice and some life.”

And on that note, Tone Loc

vanishesto doa soundcheck. For -
suchisthe life ofa starand Tone Loc

is mostdefinitely a star.He's

produced one of last yearsmost

recognisableand universalpop hits.

In one of his own videos, Tone

parodies himselfin 20 years time,
strutting hisstuffVegas style.Yet
somehow| get the feeling that in20

years, we will be seeing lousy
showbands tearing into ‘Wild Thing’
withthe same abandon that we see

lousyshowbandstearinginto'la -
Bamba' or ‘Lovie Louie’ nowadays—
whileTone,who undoubtedly
doesn'thave too much trouble

paying the rent, willprobably own

LA. :
So how does one getoneselfinto
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