
Cleanand Sober

Darryl Hunt of the Pogues
Darryl?
“Yeah, where are you phoning

from?” '
Dunedin.

* “Ohmy God,right downthere.

Iremember New Zealandvery

clearly,especially the little train
wetook fromChristchurch to

Dunedin, itwas great.The

scenery wasamazing but the

nightlifewas a bit dull. Someof

myfamily are from New Zealand
—mygrandfatheron my
mother’sside was from

Wellington.Theywere oneof .
thefirst families to found

Wellingtonand there’s apark
therenamed after the family.”

Acurious taleofreverse migration
prompted byDarryl Hunt’s

reminiscense ofthe tour with the

Pogues at the beginningof lastyear.
Theirnight at Sammy’s inDunedin

was amemorable enoughmix of

reels, ballads andrevelry that never

quite reached the class thatyou'd
expect from aband consistently
touted as one ofBritannia’s finest.

Nomatter,Hunt ison thephone to

talkabout newPoguery, Peace And
Love, just a coupleofweeks before

the band embarksonan American

tour— the first 10days of which isa

Californian jaunt with Bob Dylan.
“He’d asked us several times,”

Huntexplains. “He asked us earlier

in theyear to dohis European tour

butwecouldn’tfit it in. Obviously it

would bessilly to turnaperson like -
thatdown.” )

Hemust see you as kindred spirits
since he wants the band’s support so

much?

' “Yeah, maybe we remind him of

whathe used to sound like beforehe

gotinvolvedwithall these idiots.

He’s gone to seed so maybe we'll

shake him up abit. He’s surrounded

himselfwith somany backing bands

that themselves have beenaround

too longto givehis stuffnew

impetus. Whereas people like Van

MorrisonorLou Reed always come

upwithsomething new.”

ThePogues’ fourthalbum Peace

AndLove was released acouple of

monthsago and it’s not up to scratch.

There are too many weak songs, too

many strandsof influencesand styles

thataren’tsuccessfullytied downby
theband orgiventhe required
energybyproducerLillywhite.

“We'reall happy withiit. It'shada

bitofflak in the UK but it’sjust
differentfrom theprevious three.

It’s subtler, notso up-front, sopeople
will get into itslowly, sothis one

might be moreenduring. -
“In the UK you'reworn like a

badge forso longand then theydrop
you, but fortunatelywe’ve got a loyal
fan following here. Some ofthe press
took the attitude that ‘aw, they’ve
been around longenough, let’s give
themadig’ : ,

“We did stretchourselves abit as

we wrote all ofthe songs for the first

timeand weput more tracks on the

album than normal. We justdecide
whatwe have whenwe goto record

and the stuffthat worksout best as

we record is thestuff thatweput on

the album. We just let thesongs
evolve.”

Isee thatyou helpedwrite one of

thealbum’s moreengaging songs—

‘Blue Heaven’. ; ~

~ “Yeah,lwanted to write 4
somethingwith a Caribean sound so

Phil and I came up with that. I didn’t

expect it to go on the record, I

thought itmight've been aB-side,
butit workedout better in thestudio

thanl thought. Ipreferto leave the

Self control.

writingto Sean, themaster, who

must be oneofthebest lyricwriters

around today.”
The album is dedicated to those

who died at the Hillsborough
Football Ground.Did that tragedy
touchthe band in amore personal
way that ittouched Britain and the

world as awhole?

“I'was there. I'm aNottingham
Forest fan and I've seen themplay all

over theplace. Philip Chevron also

went up as wehadn’t seenForest

playfor ages and we thoughtit would
be agreat day out

...
itwas abeautiful

day, and then that happened. The

rest oftheband and the manager felt

itwould be appropriateto dedicate

the album to the people who died.”

These tragediesare made even

worse by the factthatpeopleare

there expectingto enjoyanevent,a
celebration:

“Right, and peoplearen’t treated

withrespect even after theypay to

goand see these things. So much

rubbish has been writtenby
politiciansand administrators about

whyit happened but basically it’s just
thatpeople who pay their moneyare

not looked after, and in other

countries theyare. Wehave a very.
Victorian attitude to somethings in

thiscountry.” k-

Gettingback to the album, and the

idea ofputting a boxer on the cover

to contrast to the title PeaceAnd

Lovewasaniceangle:
“Yeah, the idea was to give the

title an edgeby using theboxer

insteadofa flower or ahippie. The

title was aworkingtitle originally but

we couldn’t come up with anything
betterand itseemedappropriate for

the last yearwhat with all the death

and destructionthat’s been

happeningat different levels in the

world.”

Producer Steve Lillywhite did If

Should Fall From Grace and he did a

good jobbut on Peace AndLove

there seems to be asparkmissing
and maybe he’spartlyresponsible.
Whydid you use himagain?

“Ontheprevious album we’donly
gone half-way down theroad with
him and he wantedto dootherthings
sowe gave him the chance. IfT
Should FallFrom Gracewas

recorded more live with theodd

thing added to tidyitup, whereas

this onewas morebuilt uppiece by
piece because we wantedto get the

rhythm more solid, more groovy.

“AlthoughSteve knows a lotof

things, he’s still learning—we don’t

want to work with somebodywho

thinks theyknow everythingand

Steve likes challenges. Wehave this

newinstrument, thehurdy-gurdy —

astrange string thing that sounds

medieval and Steve took thaton as a

challenge to record.”

Since thePogues'’ firstalbum, Red

Roses For Me, theband has

undergonesome line-upchanges
with Phil Chevron first appearing on

RumSodomyAnd TheLash and

Darryl Huntand old folkie Terry
Woodsfirst turningup onIflShould
Fall FromGrace. Of the three, Woods

should have the most impactwith his

strong and long traditionalist

background?
“All three ofus have had animpact

infactbut ittook Terrya while to

loosenupashe hadn’t writtenina

while butnow he’s coming out of

himselfand he’s got somany

traditional tunes in his head that it’s

always good to have somebodyin the

band who’sso well versed inIrish
music. When it comes to the bottom

line, the traditional feel is what the

band’sabout. - =

“He’s like thegodfather in the

group. He’s beengoingalong time ...

heactually remembers the Normans

arriving in Ireland.”Laughs. I
could’ve swornhe was older. :

Peace AndLoveforallits

weaknessesand strengths, isbehind

them.The futureholds more tours,

moremusicand more drinking.
“We don’t drinkany more than

anybody else. We don’tplay drunk,
we justhave a drinkafter the gig. You

won’t see any different scenes in our

dressingroomafter agig thanyou’ll
seeinabar onaSaturdaynight.”

GEORGEKAY

DarrylHunt, the Pogues.
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