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CHRIS KNOX

Siezure

(FlyingNun
Chris Knox solo records

...
Some ofus

remember 1983'sSongs ForCleaning
Guppies— C.Knox Ego Gratifiaction

Album. Some of us even own it,and tho’

we're not exactly torturedbutits

presence in the recordcollection, it's
notthe sort ofthing you haul out n’ play
allthat often. This Seizure album is
differenttho’, muchly so.

Guppies was lambasted as akinda

self-indulgent and smart arse affair.
Some of thatI'm sure- was deliberate,
and | hafta admit thatbits of it did work,
butnot the nursery rhyme tone thatwas

all butpervasive onthe thing. Eight of its

20 tracksappear, along with acouple
ofsolo bits elsewhere, as Guppiplus,
the 33rpm B-side of the 12-inchssingle
companion piece to Seizure (the
A-side’s cool — ‘Not Given Lightly, off

the album, more onthat soon) and to be

fair, about half of ‘em are verygood —

especially ‘Over And Out’, Justification

Song’, not'JesusLovesYou.. -
Backin 1982-83, Knox wasn't

performingsolo live, something he has

been doinga lotof in the last threeor

fouryears. Seizure’s 15 tracksare the

core of his live setsof thisperiod,but the

recorded context sa vastly different
affairto their live performance.

‘To start with, it'smusically more

palatableand interesting, with the

addition of excellentrhythm loops and

alittle extra instrumentation(allplayed
by Knox) o the basic guitaring. And

Seizurelacks the arch-cynic persona

thatsurrounds and overwhelms the

songs’performance with commentary,
oftento the detrimentof the ah, more

personal moments ofperformances. It

means that ‘Not Given Lightly’, an

autobiographical love song, comes

withoutthe sniggering “thisisa love

song,pah!” asides thatmake you

wonderwhat itishe's depreciating.
This sense ofautobiographgy is

evidentthroughoutSeizure, much more

so than, say, Knox's Tall Dwarfs lyrics.
They're operating at amorepersonal
level,with lessgeneral philosophising
and noB-grade horror(apart from the
record cover). l's comparable to

ex-HuskerDo-erBob Mould's recent

solo debut, Workbook, but unlike

Mould’s catharticintent, an exorcism of

“poisonyears”, Knox uses his solo

outingto investhis subjects, ‘All Men
Are Rapists’ included, with uncustomary
directness,relating ideas at an attimes -
intenselypersonal level. Free ofthe
cynicism that worksall too well as a

mask to the true feelingsd ofsongs,
material like ‘Not Given Lightly’ (“This is
alove song to Johnand Leisha’s mother
/Itisn'teasy— |might not write

another,”)lets us uncomfortably close

toKnox's sensitivity. -
In its musical effect, Seizuresits most

comfortablyalongside the

unacknowledgedalbum of theyear,
DerryLegend, by the Axemen.Both LPs
overflowwith ideasand ahandful of

gloriousmelodies you thoughtwere

hackneyed,dead and overdone years

ago, now made as fresh as the dayyour
dentistfitted‘em. And bothalbums —

rough, funnyand honest—are
everythingthat's greatabout rock n’
roll, and, especially, wonderful old punk
rockspirit. :

Too bad ifSeizure hasto be

consigned to the “losers on Flying Nun
— why does Roger bother?”binalong -
with DerryLegend, ‘cos ifanyone else
makes arecord asgood as Seizure this

year by whamming asinglebarre
chordshape up and down a guitar
fretboard, I'll be pleasantly surprised.
Butgood on ya, Chris; this one'll last.
PAUL McKESSAR

HOODOO GURUS

MagnumCum Louder

(RCA)
The Hoodoo Gurushavealways

seemed like agood idea— theirwhole

being always seemedattuned to the

wonderful world of pop and trash—-
until you heard the music. Theiralbums
havealways had twoor threesongs
that lived up to theaesthefics of

compresseddisposability, i.e. they
would’ve made great singles. Magnum
is no exception apart from the fact that

you getfour songs, ‘Come Anytime’,
‘Another World', ‘All The Way’ and ‘|
Don’tKnow Anything’, thattogether
would have made EP of the year. The

lesson is that these Gurusshould stop
making long players and concentrate

onshort, sharp splurgesof technicolour.

GEORGEKAY

CHRISISAAK
Heart ShapedWorld -
(Reprise) :

Isaak’sbackground is detailed in his
interview but it's worthstressing that this

guy has been touched by the Sun
Sessions. Hehas seen the light—even

the filament— thatlitrock n’ roll back in

the 50s. And although he professes to
be nopurist, histhree albums have stuck

pretty damn close to the old essentials
ofrockn’ roll: three piece bands, songs
about girls, loneliness and carsand a

sound thatechoes with the ghostsof
Sam Phillips’ studios.

Isaak has everythinggoing forhim;
he was wise enoughto quitaboxing
scholarshipto bum around and bide
timebefore tryinga rock career. He

was even patient enough to wait forthe
right musicians, and inhisthree piece
backingband, Silvertone,he's gotthe
players with the required credentialsto

evoke hissongs— lonelymoon-lit

nights, teen dramas,teardrops,
cheatinghearts—and his voice, like
the Big Os, isalways frembling and on

theedgeofa quiveras it tries ohit

?oies thathe’s got nobusiness trying
or.

Forthe record, HeartShaped World
is his third album, arefinement of the
traditional angst that he displayedon

hisfirsttwo, but thistime he’s

concentrated even more on his major
strengthwhichiisthe Isaak ballad, laced

byguitarist JamesWilsey's sparseand

haunting picking. So ‘KingsOfThe

Highway’,'WickedGame’ and
‘Nothing’s Changed’are right up there
with ‘Blue Hotel’ as the bestofIsaak’s
sad eyed ballads. Both the title track
and ‘WrongToLove You’get more

up-tempo, underpinnedby two classic
riffs and ‘lnThe HeatOfThe Jungle’is
left to end thealbum with a dense,
steamy shot justtoshow thatIsaak can

tackle any style. e e
HeartShapedWorldconfirmswhat

his secondalbum told us loud and clear
—Isaakis definitelythe king of his

particularstreet.
GEORGEKAY :

NOTDROWNING, WAVING
Claim :
(MightyBoy)

Thisalbumis a grower.Straightish
80s rock meets Japan/Eno style
texturalmusic. Sounds unpromising, |
know,and thealbum doesn’t
immediately hit, but there’s plentyhere
afterafew listens. Amixture of

- instrumental numbersand songs with

decentlyrics(justforachange) that are

part political comment about Australia
and thePacific (intelligent but not too

preachy)and partstrong visual
imagery.

Agoodmix ofinstrumentsand
sounds(eg: mandolin, didgeridoo,
samplesand kettledrums), sometracks

withoutrhythms, some with full drumsor

vaguelyLatin-soundingbeats. Atleasta
couple ofpop songs appear— ‘Palav’
would do nicelyon BFM— and there’s
aseamless flow from trackto track.

This won't be everybody’scup oftea
asitdoesn't rock veryhard most ofthe
time, butit'scertainlya lotmore -
adventurous, stimulatingand sensitive
than most Australian rock.It ll take me a-
little while to discoverwhether this isa

greatrecordorjusta goodone, since
there'sa fair bitofcareful detail here.
Butfor now, thisis arecommended
obscure record.
RICHARD JAMES
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Chris Isaak

Hoodoo Gurus:stretched.

NotDrowning Waving

GOODSTUFE?
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Don't get out of it, get into
Mike Paterson’s offbeat Kiwi

novel “Good-stuff”,
probably the only hopeful
fun book seen here since the

19605. s
“As entertaining as a

cageful of monkeys . . .

we could do with a lot
more of it.”’

— Taranaki Herald

“Mare thought provoking
and much more fun than

Douglas Adams
. . . an

absurd plot but it's all
good stuff.”

— Waikato Times

“Buy it and read it it's
worth it.” |

— Northern Advacate

“Brilliant, ‘amazinEq, it

changed m]y life. Every-
one should buy ten
copies."’ »eHard Echo Press

AVAILABLE AT ONLY

From good h-ookslms'
(if they won't getit theyre not gooa)

Or direct from

HARD ECHO PRESS
171 The Mall, Onehunga.

Auckland 6
(Wa'll sven pay the postage for you)
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| CLOTHES FOR MEN & WOMEN
| MEN'SBLACK STOVEPIPES—WAISTCOATS
-NEW SEASON PAISLEY SHIRTS — ZIP JACKETS

AXOLOTL PRINTED SHIRTS & SKIRTS

E HIPSTER SKIRTS—HIPSTER PANTS HIPSTER BELTS

NEW SEASON BRIDGET BARDOT SQ. NECK DRESSES

STRING TIES,TEXAN TIES, BELTS, BOOT STRAPS,
~ GUNS N’ ROSES BELTS, SYMBOL EARINGS.

NS MAIL ORDER: STOVEPIPES $69

B (BEHIND CIVIC) KR
OPENSAT 10-2 pm SEND MONEY-ORDER OR BANK CHEQUE

RCAEE LTSNe
ee WHOLESALES PH. 793-153.

RECORD DEAL*

WL eRecording:
- 2 days at Mascot (24 Track) full lockout facilities. 2”

Mastertape (new) 10 minutes, 4 tape (master &copy

.- master) includes EQ. Engineer/Producer -
S The Single:

Metal mother processing and manufacturing of 500 77
- singles. Freight (inclusive of custom charges etc). .-
.- Time payment and video package available. -- -

TOTAL PRICE OFRECORDING & SINGLES

- $4,400
e (incl GST) e

. *To Approved Talented People. Limited Offer.
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INFORMATION bu " ]& ) 'CONTACT =\\ = L (U= . s
STEVE SMITH OR . G . 5y- Anniversafy :
ANDREW PRAST AT

Mascot Recording Studios
.- 34 Charlotte St, Eden Tce, Auckland =
~ " Ph (09) 793-763. Fax (09) 393-127
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