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MICK JAGGER: ROLL AWAY THE STONES

Exclusive Rip It Up Interview by George Kay

Mickjagger didn’t want to do this interview. He was in

the middle an Australiantour and he was tired, but

with a date inAuckland next monthhe relented to give

Rip It Upone exclusive shotfromhis Sydneyhotel.

Two weeks earlierKeith Richards

had entertained us with some

colourful answers that included some

Jaggertaunting and put-downs that

were designed toget Mickto

re-appraise himselfand his current

standing in rock'n'roll. So oneof the
main aims in this interview was to get
Jaggerto answer Richards, orat least

justifywhya man in hismid-forties
who has made twosolo albums is

touring with a band cranking out

Stones classics.

"Hello George."
Hello Mick. How's the tourbeen

going?
"Very good. I can't tellyou how

goodit's been. Brisbane was kinda

nervous on the first night, audience
was verygood, the second night
better and Sydney'sbeen very good.
Everyshow'sdifferent. I feel as if I've
been in Sydney so long I'm living
there."

One ofthe starattractions ofyour
band is JoeSatriani who has been

making a splash with his instrumental
album Surfing With The Alien.

"He's very much partof theband
and everyone seems to like him—

he's a greatplayer.We have a lotof

very goodplayers but they workwell
together as a band."

How did you get Joe into the

band?

"I went to see himat the Bottom

Live in New Yorkand I went on stage
and sang a blues song with himand I
thought he was a greatplayer. I
asked him if he'd dothe show in

Japan and since then he's had his
instrumental hitSurfing With The

Alien."

His style isnot unlike JeffBeck's.

"Yeah, he's asimilar sort ofplayer.
in some ways, A similar style but he
doesn't use the whammy bar as much

as Jeff but he gets a lot ofdifferent
sounds from the instrument."

Why isn't Jeff touring since he was

the one who playedon both ofyour
solo albums?"

"He doesn't like touring, he's

permanentlyoff the road under his
hotrod cars. He's also a veryshy
person, he finds touring tough."
' Earlier this yearyou toured Japan,

the firstappearance there by any
memberof the Stones since your
scheduled tourthere in 1973 was

cancelled because ofdrug visa

problems. How did it go?
"Very,verygood. Everybody told

me that before I went there that they
would be a veryappreciative ..

audience and that at the end of the
show they'd go bananas but they

actually wentbananas fromsong
one so I enjoyed it thoroughly."

I read that in Tokyo you played
onlysixsongs from yoursolo album.

Do you try fora fifty-fifty split usually
ofStones/solostuff?

"I change itaround—it depends
. on the size ofthe audience. On this
tour I don't quite know what the

breakdown is. I change the show ’

quite a lot. We've done five or six
shows in Sydneyand I changed it

every night. I don'tknow what show
we'll do in New Zealand but it will be

a mixed bag of everything."
_ How did the Japanese respond to

your stuff?
"I dunno, they justyelled all the

way through—there wasn't a lotof .
differentreactions."

There's a massive marketthere.

There's a lot of people a nd money
there and nota lot to do therea bit
like the60s in Americaand Europe
where young people are getting
their firsttaste ofconsumer goods.
Butthey've been veryconservative
until recently and now they'vegota

tremendous amountof money and

theyspend it on cars, records and
clothes."

A couple of weeksago RIU talked
to Keith Richards and he's been

x

givingyou a bit of flak in the press
recently.

"Really? Well I don't read his press

very much. I'm not interested in his

problems." Cold.
He was saying that he was

disappointed that you were playing
his songs on his solo tour.

Tmnot interested in talking about
Keith." . '

-

But is thatcriticism of hisfair?

"I don't wantto talk about Keith."
OK. Around Dirty Work didthe

Stones split up or what?

"I don't quite getyou. It was quite a

difficultalbum to make. It was a

reasonable rock album. I quite like

some ofthe tracks on it. It was difficult
to make..." -

In what way? .
"Sometimes life's noteasy..."

That' right. But in what waywas it
difficult?

"Ittookalongtime."
Yeah?

"Yeah."

k

Both in writing the songs and

recording?
"Both in the songs and the

recording. Ittook way toolong. It's

nice when albums come really, really
easy and you know you've got some

goodsongs to start off withand things
come outgreatand sometimes things
don'tworkoutlikethatandyou've
got to workfor it."

Why didn't the band tour live
around that time?

"The band weren't getting on that

well. I don'treally wanna talk

anymore about the Rolling Stones
because you're not gonna see the

Rolling Stones in New Zealand."
There's arumour going round that

the band could be getting together
nextyear?

"That's a maybeat the moment."
Mmm?

"Mmm mm."

Keith's keen to get the band

together again, yourself included.

"Yeah, oh well, yeah, we talked
about it last yearand we're hoping to

do it next year."
And you'll be in favour?

"Yeah, ifeveryone's getting on. I
don't wanna tourifeveryone's
fighting, it'spointless."

Has it been a whilesince you and
Keith worked together?

"Two years ago, on Dirty Work."

That recently. (Surprised they
worked"together" on it.).

"I don't know when itcame out.

The yearbefore last."
Which was around the time of

She's The Boss.

"No,a yearafter, (annoyed) 1986

itcame out." Misunderstanding.
So you haven't missed working

with him?

"Not really."
So what doyou thinkof his solo

album?

"I don't wantto talk about Keith
and ifyou do I think we might as well
end this interview."

No, no, we're about toget onto

yoursolo albums. Why are you still

playing live?

"I haven't played live for sixyears

so I thought it was time I got back to it

and, urn, I'm quite enjoying it."
In what ways?You're so01d...

"It's greatfun on stage. See ya, I've

gotta go now, thanksvery much."
Click.

Thank you, Mick.
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