
■ aRolling Stonesreunion but said he'd

recently jammed with Bill Wyman and
Charlie Watts. Expect Keith
Richard's solo IP soon.

Musicians onthe road with Sting are

complaining. Thesingerand his band are

in the middle ofa monster 13-monthtour

and it's hard going. "Everybody's burned

out," said sax-man Branford Marsalis,
"I have atremendous amount of loyaltyto

Sting so I'll stick it out, butanybody else, ,
anybody else, would have quit. It's

impossible to giveyour best when you're
doing sevenshows in eight days."
Rememberthat when he was with the

Police, Sting would keep the tours short to ' ;
avoid straining his voice... Prince made a

fewsurprise in-store appearances while
hisshow was in London; one included his
whole band and drew a crowd of 1,000.
And if you think Cat's figure is impressive
then consider thetour's estimated total
cost of two million dollars... Ike Turner
has been sentenced to a year in jail for -

possession and transporting rock cocaine.

The conviction follows his arrest lastyear
when police found afreebase pipe and six

grams ofcrack in his car. Ike is recording an

autobiographical album entitled My
Confessions.

Hawkwind man RobertCalvert
died from a heart attack in his Margate
home onAugust 14... charges against
Lionel Richie's wife have been

dropped both by thesingerand his lover

' Diane Alexander (22). This was in order to

"spare theordeal of their private lives
being exposed in public." It will also save

Brenda Richie telling everyone exactly
where she kicked hubby, and how hard...
Cincinatti's radio WCVG-AM has become
the world's first All Elvis station; 24 hours

of Elvis Presley chat, music and trivia.

CHRISTCHURCH

Whilst the international touring acts
have not beenfaring too well lately, things .
onthe local scene have been picking up ...

Crystal Promotions areputting their
faith in the locals and staging a 12-hour
concert at the Town Hall, featuring 12

South Island bands. Billed as Red Rock
'BB tickets are nowon sale for the
October show... two weeks prior South
Sound Promotions have a similar
concert featuring Rick Bryant & The
Jive Bombers, Amez-Amez and
others.

. Even closer to home The Su way has
been struggling lately but attendance at

recent gigs has picked upenough to keep
the venue open... bands such as Jean
Paul Satre, Three Guessesand the
Prodigies have proved to be the

biggestcrowd-pullers whilst the Axel '
Grinders have been appearing
regularly to appreciative crowds, proving
there is a connection between disco and
punk!

Across theroad the King George is

nowunder the control ofStandard 10
Promotions and operating ona similar
basis to the Subway, whilst the
Coachmannowfeaturesthe
National Sex Grid and their ilk in an

effortto entice the punterson early week

nights.
Audio Access arestill movingalong

rapidly withLook Of Anguish, Itchy
Feet, TonyCornaga,
Christchurch, Pachamama,
Richard Gibson and Pop
Mechanix all spending time there over

the lastmonth... with all the developments
around town with local studios Audio

Access arestill leading thewayand with

some planned alterations look like staying
in that position ...

the Axemen have

signed to Jayrem and should have their

newalbum out500
n...

and... there is talk of
a newChCh-based record label.

Other bits: Smacc Riflemen aren't

splitting but areundergoing changes...
Echo Records have movedand are

nowtwo floors of goodies... aftera

successful tour 'round the world the Bats

are taking a break and will berecording a

new album for release early next year...
J.GREENFIELD

DUNEDIN

Cactus Club are back in town. They
areworking towards anEP release and
willbe playing live onSeptember 25 at the
third Chingford Park outdoorconcert...
also confirmed areex-patDunedinetes
Cassandra'sEars... Snapper
played for the firsttime in a couple of
months at famous old local haunt The

Empire. One quiet nightand one loud one

(the PA blew up onFriday) supported by
the excellent three-piece Snare...The
Bats played at the opening ofour very
own bwand new HMV Megastore, also at
the European's Burgundy Bar with Plagal
Grind. Good times... the Expressway
Pile-Up compilation, featuring This Kind
Of Punishment, The

Doublehappys, Dead C, Snapper
and more is nowavailable ontape...
Doug The Warlock are heading for
the studio to commit some oftheir more

inspired compositions... Look Blue Go

Purple have finished recording and

mixingtheir third EP... joy as we hear

Straitjacket Fits are playing Sammy's
supported by the Jesus And Mary
Chain... and a little bit of sadness as

Craig Watt departs forSydney and

London with his Dynamic Duo —Chris
Steers and Quinn McConnell. Craig's been

grinding outquality foryears, ifanyone
deservesto be a rock star he does... and a

definiterumour this one, a Verlaines gig
in two months???
SEAH FLAHERTY

WELLINGTON
N0.9 are moving to Sydney and will

record anEP at Writhe and play a farewell

gig at the Clarendon beforethey head off.
Theiralbum Nowhere Fast released here
through Jayremhas been licensed to a

German label ...The Laundrettes
reformed fora one-offanniversary gig at
the Clarendon and they have agreat live

digital recording that may result in a single
...

AdventurePlayground are to
record and film their Cricketers gigon the
1Bth and drummerGrantCody is leaving
forthe UK in October, with the rest of the
band to follow next year... Not Really
Anything have justfinished amarathon

recording session atWrithe, joining fellow
F-Nuners Jean Paul Satre...there is a

new Scepticsalbum in the pipeline—-
somewhere... the new Tex

Pistol/Rikki Morrissingle single
'Nobody Else' is outnowand watch out for
the Paul Middleditch video on RTR

September 12... John McDougal has left
the Holiday makersbut will continue

to write and record with them.

Congratulations to the band for six weeks
atNo.l.

Onewata's single 'Dance Little

Children' is available again aftera box full

was located under a bed... look out fora

rock and roll community calendar for 1989

which will beavailable 500
n...

also in the

essential-buy-department is JohnDix's

book StrandedinParadise outthis month...

Harry Death have released a

45-minute tape called Live Too recorded
onAugust 8. The tape is backed with six
tracksrecorded atWrithe with a cast of

friends... plans are being drawn upto
movethe toilets at the upstairs bar at the
Clarendon which willenlarge the
audience area...the Lounge Bar at the

Southern Cross tavern is to have the
booths removed to en-large that venue

also. The bar is nowknown as Sherwoods.
The summer garden bar seasonwill begin
afterLabour weekend and Peter Kaye is

nowtaking bookings... look outfora big
gig at the varsity onSept 30 with the
Jonahs, Magic Roundabout, Jean

Paul Satre Experience and
Straitjacket Fits. z

On Thursday nightsthe Active Down
Under shownow features'Caught In The

Act', local and touring acts recorded live
and another newshow onActive is
'Jailhouse Rock', a one hour request show
from local prisons, every Friday from7 til 8

... following onfrom the entertaining
musical theatre sportsstyleafternoon at ►
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ON DEF JANICES CASSETTES AND RECORDS I
THE WORLD’S HOTTEST RAP ACT!

mf ...
Nation of Millions

...
is sixty minutes of rcssi

xjam hard hitting vital music featuring ‘Bring The i
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