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The Best Of The CrusadersMcAwggjjjm/UIM

The Crusaders, or the Jazz
Crusaders as they were originally
known,have gone' through three
separate phases of evolution
since their;' first sessions were 1recorded by Bluenote around
1961 The three founder
members, Stix/ Hooper, Wilton
Felder, and Joe Sample, were at
high school together in Houston.
Texas. They started out playing
R&B. but were introduced ' to
bebop by a local DJ. Their early
recordings were in the bebop for-
mat but in* 1968 they moved to
Los Angeles, where they returned
to R&B However, the jazz -in-
fluence has remained in their
work, diluted and convoluted
thoughit is.

The Crusaders have remained
on the fringes of stardom, their

closest shot being 1979 Street
Life, the title track of which gave

! them a crossover pop hit. largely.
due: to ] Randy, Crawford's vocals.
They've since tried to repeat that
success using other guest singers,
such as Bill Withersiand Joe 1
Cocker.’ 0 B ...

2 . H|
g|ln recent interviews the
Crusaders have been highly defen
sive about' their style, which'jazz
followers have given ; a mixed
reception. The Best Of The
Crusaders covers their workfromi
1972-76 on Blue Thumb. and in-,
eludes most of ,the- 1974 release
Scratch, widely regarded as a
seminal fusion work.

History may not -judge 1the
Crusaders a major force, but their,
'influence on contemporary jazz-'
rock is undeniable, especially in
the keybaords of Sample. Keep
That Same Old Feeling' has
become something of a standard
and even when they veer towards
MOR. feg: Carole Kings ’ So Far
Away', there's still'enough inven-

• tiveness to avoid being tagged
bland. * . .? ‘
"

A mellow.collection, the em-
phasis being on professionalism
rather than virtuosity. For some
real fire, try and check out another
Blue Note collection, Young Rab-
bits, where the youthful Jazz

Crusaders ; blow some .hard bop
with considerable credit.
Duncan Campbell
Various Artists
Sunshine Reggae
K-Tel

Following on from their,highly
successful firstrreggae compila-
tion of about four years back,' K
Tel issue another 15 tracks or vary
ingfquality (depending \on f your
outlook), which doubtless filled a
few festive socks.

The sleeve. admits that there
has been some editing “to ensure
maximum quality and 1 content”,

emphasison the latter rather than
the former Reggae, being the best
dance music in the world, needs
to stretch out, let the dancers find
their rhythm. These tracks are so
tight you've hardly settled down
before the pace alters.

There are no surprises in the
selection, culled from various
albums released locally over the
lasttwo or three years. The inclu-
sion of Herbs' Long Ago’ is pleas-
ing, the two Bob Marley tracks
bizarre. Reggae On Broadway' is
Marley's nadir, a metallic hatchet
job left over from sessions salvag-
ed by a former business manager.

One Love' is an early rock steady
version, with little more than
historical significance.

Also present are pop crossovers
Don't look Back', featuring the
giant egos of Tosh and Jagger.and
Jimmy Cliff's appalling Reggae
Nights'. Cliff gets two other tracks
as well, a definite overkill
Eastwood and Saint seem to be
slipping down the revival road with
Last Plane (One Way Ticket)’, while
Third World continue to seek
American disco success on Try
Jah Love'.

Best of a rather indifferent lot
are Dennis Brown's Money In My
Pocket' (a criminally underexpos-
ed singer here). Canadian combo
Messenjah's rootsy 'Shagnatty
Dread' and Bunny Waller's Roots
Radies Rockers Reggae! But there

are bettercompilations to be had,*;
including the predecessorto this,
one and the GreensleevesForward
compilation. / M
Duncan Campbell

;■

Sideway Look (Virgin)
/JJt’s quite probable that without

succes ofi the likes 'ofJ Big
Country and ( the likes of / their

i nobility-of-man music, bands like
Coatbridge's (just / outside
Glasgow) Sideway Look would still

? be ; chained | to the f clubs, sans
‘ recording contract.' But here they
are with a debut that has

' crystalline sound courtesy of pro-
ducer lan Taylor and a handful of
songs and sounds which,
although | borrowed from|from
various heroic sources, are hard to
reject entirely. Knowing You From
Today’ and Spring|Again’ soar
quite pleasantlyand the realism of
'Freetown' iswell handled. The rest
is ordinary, despite an accordian

1 being added for colour. Clean-cut
socialists should love it/ GK
Joe Walsh
You Can’t Argue With A Sick
Mind (MCA)Soaßßpßflfl|

A re-release of /Joe’s 1976 live
album, ie: post-James Gang and
pre-Eagles. Walsh always was an
intense, exciting live performerbut
here the band sounds lacklustre.
The material primarily comprises
his best songs from So What and
ThePlayer.You Drink, The Smoker
You Get. Joealways did have neat
titles but pass up this album for
the better versions on the prosaic-
ly named Best 0f ...

PT
Hoagy Charmichael
16 Classic Tracks (MCA)

My mum shocked .her-
straightlacedrelatives by getting
a Hoagy Charmichael song played
on the radio request session when
she was but a girl; Charmichael/;
who died just over three years ago,
penned a string of popular
melodies spanning three decades
and' also . made a mark in / the
movies. Many of his songs' have

become standards and this is a
fair cross-section. Historians,
nostalgialfreaks and ’my/ mum,
queue here DC
The Who, Who’s Last (MCA)

And not before time either.
Creatively the Who were | pretty
much shot by the end of the 70s.

•’ Since then Townshend's desultory
energies have been largely focuss-
ed on his solo projects. Conse-
quently, such group[albums. as
Face Dances and It's Hard were

! frequently little : short of embar-
rassing.' But now it really is all over,i
So if you saw the band on its 1982

; North American farewelltour then
this double live set may serve
some purpose as aJmemento.
Otherwise,/if it’s a greatest' hits
compilation you're after, there are
a number of better alternatives
Wish they’d died before they got
old. - ' PT
Apollonia 6 (Warner Brothers)

The story goes that Vanity walk-
, ed out after seeing the filmscript
so Prince held auditions before

* choosing lookalike. Hispanic Pat-
ty Kotere as his female lead in Pur-
ple . Rain. So Kotere, renamed
Apollonia, now gets to front the
two other women| in' the ! trio.
Trouble is the newcomer is only
going{through 1the motions andrfaking it. Vanity6. for all the sex//
ual come-on, had three or four
good tracks danceable, trashy
and funny too for which Vanity
herself Jwas , largely; responsible.
Apollonia 6is never more than the
elpee equivalent of[an Electric
Blue video all provocative
packaging and ' flaccid' unfulfil-
ment. PT
Level 42, True Colours
(Pblydor)

The problem .with too 1 many
musicians is that they think they
can write songs Level 42, a British
legacy from the muso days of the
early 70s fit that bill. True Colours,
no relation, can be divided into
stiff funk (True Believers'),' turgid'
sensitivity (FloursBy the Window)
and social windbreaking / (The
Chant Has begun’ and Hot Water’).
Good musicians make bloated,
dumb music. Seconded. GK

Sideway Look
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CASH
FOR YOUR RECORDS

' ANYTHING YOU'VE GOT
RECORD EXCHANGE
PH: 790-812.790-820 735-324

FREE SCHOOL
LUNCHTIME
CONCERTS

KAINHOWS KM) Aj YAMAHA
liriti)' you Hu* lxf»l ik'u Auckland talent

KATANGO (4th-15th March)

DEBRIE HARWOODcm (lßth-29th March)

CONCERTS
KAI.VItOWS r..VI) YAMAHA

I trill}* vim ll»o l**>l now Atirklaml tulrnf

IMPM@O(4.h.IS.h March)

(18th-29th March)
For a tree lunchtime concert at your school write to

SCHOOL CONCERTS
BOX 9643, AUCKLAND

with a date in March and the act of your choice
Applicable in the Auckland area only.
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REDUCTION
WHILE STOCKS LAST

Phone or write for free
information on the SNURE

microphone range
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AUDIO ADVAOCf LTD.
100 PARNELL RD. AUCKLAND. PH (09) 396632
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SUMMER SOUNDS ’BS
MT. SMART STADIUM
730PM SAT 16 MARCH
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ADMISSION mi • COUICTON TO COVE* EXPENSES[j ANOTHER YOUTH TOR CHRIST PROGRAMME

w 1 •mTwo free Strings
in every packet!!1
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(8 strings for the price of 6)thefor 6)(8 strings price
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ONE SET D9300 (8)'

- vs ELECTRIC GUITAR < iV-'SONE SET D9300 (8)
ELECTRIC GUITAR

SUPER LIGHT
INCLUDES extra first and SECOND strings

The CE MARTIN ORGANISATION NAZARETh PA 18064 mNAZARETH '9064the MARTN ORGANISATION"

.

String your electric guitarString;,v- -dV- guitaryour
iwith the quality it deservesquality deservesit

■

GFiQtUy
Strings -made by

SIS%

made by • ,^-X

&r**i lA *»fc 1The Martin Guitar Company, U.S.A.MartinlGuitar CompanyftUlSlM
Sole NZ Distributor: Lyn McAllister Music LtdNZ

PO Box 39-143, Auckland West. Ph: (09) 34-936.

C~D GOVER POSTERSCDAUGr.Y SEP'
I Enclose (delete if not applicable)

W □ 52.00 if purchasing only one postera wa posters @ Si.so each- j-AAsa All the above prices include tube postage. Tick the postersCOVER POSTERS required below:

$2 EACH rami □ MAY/FUN BOY 3
□ JUNE/FAITHFULL
□ AUG/WHAM
□ SEPT/McLAREN
□ OCT/TIM FINN

□ NOV/DANCE EXPONENTS □ JULY/PAUL WELLER□ FEB/EURYTHMICS □ AUG/MOCKERSmm OCT □ FEB/EURYTHMICS □ AUG/MOCKERS□ MARCH/STEVIE WONDER -OSEPT/U2□ MAY/BILLY IDOL • □ NOV/HERBS
$1.50 FOR TWO OR MORE □ JUNE/ELVIS COSTELLO □ DEC/FRANKIE l

I /JAN/LOU REED
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NAME .

(INCLUDES TUBE POSTAGE) ADDRESS
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(INCLUDES iTUBEI POSTAGE)
.AUGUSTFULL COLOUR, 58cms x 43cmsFULLCOLOUR;iSBcms JUNE $ enclosed

ON GLOSSY POSTER PAPER MAY

COVER POSTERS I
I Enclose (delete if not applicable)
G $2 00 if purchasing only one poster

$ for posters @ sl.soeach
All the above prices include tube postage. Tick the postersrequired below:

□ MAY/FUN BOY 3
□ JUNE/FAITHFULL
□ AUG/WHAM
Q SEPT/McLAREN
□ OCT/TIM FINN

□ NOV/DANCE EXPONENTS
□ FEB/EURYTHMICS
□ MARCH/STEVIE WONDER
□ MAY/BILLY IDOL
□ JUNE/ELVIS COSTELLO

□ JULY/PAUL WELLER
□ AUG/MOCKERS
□ SEPT/U2
□ NOV/HERBS
□ DEC/FRANKIE

NAME
JAN/LOU REED

ADDRESS

$ enclosed
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