
N.Z. Rock 'n'Roll Hall ofFame
Jumbo Cluney

When the legends ofKiwi rock are
recalled, too oftenforgotten are the men

ho made it all roll the roadies. Road
crewfeats are legion within the business,
but when crews gather round the house bar
to practise standing up, one name
dominates the stories that Jumbo
Cluney.

Now time has ofcourse inflated the
myths but even the most cynical would
hare to admitJumbo was quite a man. He
stood over sixfeet and. although his weight

was never really determined, it was a
sturdy hotel bed which survived a Cluney .
one night stand. Among those to work with
Cluney was weathered rock star “Dick”
Dribbler.

“IrememberJumbo, said Dribbler,
leaving his walking stick enthusiastically.
“New Year Eve in Taupo. The whole
bloody pub’s been condemenedforyears
and we ’ve got 4000 bloody watts and
there’s bits ofplaster falling on the tables
and thefloor’s sagging. Jumbo spends the
whole night holding up the stack with one
arm and fightingoff the local bikie gang
who re trying to flog the power ampsfor
their clubhouse. And the whole time he 's
got a 40-ounce Johnny Walker clenched
in his teeth. What a roadie, why ... gurgle
... splutter ...”

/Is his reputation grew, Jumbo worked
only with the biggest ofbands. Indeed, it
was only these acts who could afford to
keep him in whisky, hamburgers and
amphetamine sulphate.

But in all his time on the road no one
can ever recall seeing Jumbo shave, sleep or
wash. Some claimed he never changed his
clothes either, but since he only ever wore
filthy jeans and black T-shirts it was hard
to tell. He had a habit of disappearing for
a couple ofmonths ever}’year, during
which time it was presumed he did these
things.

But just as it seemed Jumbo was about
to make the big time, he drank three bottles
ofwhisky after a Queenstown gig and
announced he was going swimming in the
icy waters ofLake Wakatipu. Legless band
members were unable to stop him. Jumbo
never came back.

But ever since then crates ofscotch have
disappeared with regularity from local
pubs and locals tell ofseeing a huge black
shape break the calm lake surface. But
that’s justfor tourists ...

Live
Peking Man, Step Chant Unit
Hillcrest, March 15.

A half-filled pub on a wet
Thursday night in Hamilton, the
forgotten city. Things can't get
much worse or so I thought.

Step Chant Unit come complete
with all the high-tech and mod
cons right down to flashy
Simmonds drums. The Music.
Well, what can I say? Bland,
melodic synth, accompanied by
effects-riddled bass, add some
crisp synth drums and prompt-
ly fall asleep. A massive wash of
new wave melodic noise with
songs that were far too long and
completely unmemorable. Sorry
people back to the computer
bank.

By the time Peking Man came
on the pub had filled, the air had
thickened and my mood had
started to brighten.

Bright, tight, strong funk stuff.
The first song was great. The
crowd starts to move. As for the
second song; wasn't that the first
one? 'Sister Midnight' should have
been left for Iggy and from here
on things went rapidly downhill.

Lack of diversity seemed to be
a major problem with both of
these bands. They fit into a partic-
ular mould and do very little to
deviate from it. I know it's hard
but, gee, come on and give it a go

Anthony Nevison
The Axemen
Otago Uni, March 2.

Axemen play wet lunch it

could have been rock'n'roll history
in fact it was vaguely dis-

appointing. McCabe, Brannigan
and Kowalski had driven down
from Christchurch the night
before and had had little sleep.
Compared to the potential manic
fury of their twin axe attack they
were manifestly tame. But no
matter the Axemen are all
about being bad they're a baaad
band.

Formed last year out of the
rotting remains of a hundred other
Sydenham psychedelic sicknesses,
the hatchet-handed three recruited
a bass player (Mick) and proceeded
to conquer the world with NOISE.
The Axemen are a sound and a
philosophy. Their sound is distor-
tion taken to new limits. Their
philosophy is do it yourself, even
to the point of making your own
equipment (they simply can't buy

gear bad enough).
All this, plus they are pioneers

on the home cassette thing
McCabe is a survivor of nearly
four years with the Gorillas, Pete
and his Pigeons, the Tokin' Blacks,
etc. So, if their cassettes aren't in
your record shop, write to
Axemen, PO Box 2764, Christ-
church, for a listing. Be the first
kid on your block with an
Axeman cassette, play it to your
friends and you'll be the only kid
on the block.
Bruce Russell
The Rip
Empire, March 9.

After two years of supports, this
weekend was the first time that the
Rip had ever played as the major
act. This reflects more their lack
of career-sense than lack of
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BIG CITY MUSIC
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INDIES MAIL ORDER
7" 45s (PS) Picture Sleeve NR New Release
Bongos. Falling (PS)
Smelly Feet. Masterpieces (PS)
Kiwi Animal, Wartime (PS)
Spelling Mistakes, Reena (PS)
Herco Pilots, Jumping At (PS) Dbl 45
Screaming Meemees, Stars In My Eyes (PS)
Herco Pilots, Wonder Book (PS) (RARE)
Red Mole, Bugis Street Again
The Drongos, Halloween (PS)
12" 45s
Sonya Waters, No Pain (PS) NR
Blam Blam Blam, Mini LP/Cass (PS)
Zagm/McGlashan, Standards (PS)
Hulamen, Beer & Skittles (PS)
Henchmen, Do The Maelstrom (PS)
Big Sideways, Let It Out (PS)
The Body Electric, Pulsing (PS)
Unrestful Movements, Ist (PS)
Unrestful Movements, Fireman(PS)
Screaming Meemees, Stars In My Eyes (PS),
Peking Mari, Venetian Blinds (PS) NR
Miltown Stowaways, Strong & True (PS)
Freudian Slips, Slips on the Line NR
Spines, Act Your Age NR
C3SS6tt6S
Avant Garage, Garage To Gallery
Fetus Productions, Self Manipulation
Zagni/Scholes, 4 Minute Exposure
Ivan Zagni, London 79
SilentDecree, In Loving Memory
Albums
3 Voices
Big Sideways
Avant Garage, Music
Miltown Stowaways, Tension Melee
Gordons

„ „
, ,

The Body Electric. Presentation & Reality (cass)
Sam Hunt, Bottle To Battle To Death (cass)
The Pelicans, 8 Duck Treasure (cass)
Blam Blam Blam, Luxury Length
Screaming Meemees, If This Is Paradise
Goats Milk Soap, Various
No Tag, Can We Get Away With This
Mole Manne, Obituary NR

299
2 99
2 99
2 99
500
2 99
5.00
2 99
299

6.99
599
499
5.99
4 99
4 99
4 99
5.99
699
5.50
599
499
5.99
5.99
8 50
650
850
8.50
550

9 50
950
9.50
9.50
8 00
10 99
10.99
7.99

10.99
1099
8 50
1099

iole Manne, Obituary NR
laked Spots Dance. Falling NR 10 99

2.99
2.99
2.99
2.99
5.00
2.99
5.00
2.99
2.99

6.99
5.99
4.99
5:99
4.99
4.99
4.99
5.99
6.99
5.50:
5.99
4.99
5.99
5.99
8.50
6.50
8.50
8.50
5.50

9.50
9.50
9.50
9.50
800
10.99
10.99
7.99

10.99
10.99
8.50

10.99
10.99
10.99
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Songs from the Banana Dominion, Variousl(cass) 8.55

'ost and packing is $1 for first 7" single, 50 cents
or each additional single. .30 for first album or 12
jingle, 65c for each additional album/12". Circle the
ecords you want. Complete the form and post to
ndies Mail Order, PO Box 47-293,Ponsonby, Auckland
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Small Ads cost SI per line. Send copy and
payment (prior to publication) to 'RIU' Small
Ads, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.
BASS GEAR FOR SALE
Peavey Black Widow, 250 watts. Neat cab. Jands
4 band Parametric & 300 watt stereo amp. Phone
Paul 685-924, Auck.
EIGHT TRACK RECORDER FOR SALE •

TEAC 80-8 eight track recorder with DBX, SSBOO.
Contact 534-8631, Auckland.
SOUND MAN SEEKS WORK
Recent Graduate of the School of Audio Engineering
requires practical experience in a live environment.
Ph Greg, Auck. 411-8755.
DRUMMER AVAILABLE
Young, energetic, 3 yrs lessons and own kit. Prefer
to play rock or popular music. Also prefer Sth
Auckland based band. Ph Steven, 298-5101,
Papakura, after 4pm.
LOOKING FOR A BETTER DISCO
We specialise in many types of music: New Wave.
Disco, R ’n’ R. Good sound. Great lighting effects.
For any type of function. Ph 266-6833, Auck.
[CONCERI^HOTOSJQPp9GM&fiBBpB
Sets of five photos (colour) for sls per set of the
following groups: The Church, Dire Straits, Cold
Chisel, DD Smash, Sharon O’Neill, Wastrels and
Chch best Roco Coca. Send cheques etc to Glenn
Aikin. PO Box 18-611, Chch.
STRANGLERS WANTED
Any albums and singles. Good money paid for good
condition records. Also rare tapes,T-shirts for sale.
SAE with details to: G Louden, RD2, Waiuku, South
Auckland.
CAPTAIN STARLITE MUSIC
Switched on / Up to date. Local, N/W -and rock for
21sts and general rage ups, we also have MOR DJs
for weddings, etc, and do heaps of work for clubs
and schools. Fabulous discounts off-peak. If its to
do with good music, we could be very interested.
Ph 485-773, Auck.
GRETSCH DRUMS FOR SALE -.. 7 7/..:/
Great condition. Cymbals, Stands, Road cases, etc.
SBOO ono. Phone Ben 604-145, Auck.
LA FOLIE FASHION CATALOGUE
For free catalogue send SAE to PO Box 28-480,
Remuera, Auckland.
GEAR FOR SALE
Mies, Amps, Speakers, Rings, Wedges, Digital delay,
Dls, Mic stands, Roland TRBOB Drum machine.
Phone Steve Hughes, Auck 579-009, ext 885 or AH
565-631.
IMPROVE YOUR SINGING & PERFORMANCE
Book available with much information. Send $8.50
to Robyn Hill, PO Box 16-103, Sandringham, Auck.
FRUSTRATED WRITERS
I'm putting together a magazine for.young writers
(ie: the' kind who generally can't get published
anywhere else). Slant is urban/cosmopolitan/youth-,
ful/fast. All kinds of writing, but none too long. Write
to Ghost Writers, cl- PO Box: 5689, Auckland 1, : with
SAE if you want work returned.
GETTING MOST OUT OF YOUR VOICE?
Musicians, singers, actors do you want.to
improve your singing? Phone me, Robyn Hill,
693-969 evngs orwrite to Box 16-103, Sandringham.

LAST LAUGH CASSETTE PRODUCTIONS
Peking Man, ’Animal Instincts’. Schmeel Bros.’Yabba
Yabba’. Fetus Productions, ’Self Manipulation’.-All $6
from Box 6884, Auckland. Also highest quality
8-track recording facility, sls per hour. Visit at 3rd
floor 10 Vulcan Lane, Ph 794-562.

fibeS

FIBES
DRUM
STICKS
Solid hickory Fibes
drumsticks are designed to
withstand the stresses
delivered by even the most
demanding drummer.
Available with wood or
nylon tips. For further
information, please write or
call. , c \
Lyn McAllister Music Ltd
P.O. Box 39143
Auckland West
Phone (09) 34-936
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