
Rick Steele
Island of Real

With the upsurge of interest in country
bands overseas, it is heartwarming to see
that there is home-grown talent to match
anything that we can import on vinyl. But
as any good shitkicker will tell you, country
music has gotta be heard live before the
feet start stomping and the yaas start ho-
oing. So I strapped on my Colts, pulled on
my boots, and with my CF. Martin patch
embroidered prominently on my jeans, I
headed off to the Island of Real to catch
Rick Steele.

Well it ain't no Texas bar, and it sure ain’t
no Eagles Eyrie, but its not bad, to parap-
hrase Merle (“I'll fix your flat tyre,”) Hag-
gard. Rick now performs with “and
Friends", but when they start playing, the
music takes over. They ran through a
number of songs, including some of his
own, a few country classics, and some so-
called "longhair country" tunes.

Rick Steele certainly puts himself into his
music. He bobs up and down like his guitar
was wired up through his pants, and with
the whole band grinnin’ and stompin’, it
doesn’t take long before some anonymous

city cowboy is punctuating the solos with
rebel yells.

Speaking of solos, there was some rather
fine pedal steel playing from Billy Brothers.
Mostly he’s pretty laid back, but he really
started to rip when they did the Truckie’s
anthem, “Six Days On The Road”. Just a
few more decibels, Billy, and Hank himself
will be humming the refrain. Dave Maybee,
ex of Smokestack, played some sweet
guitar riffs, and he sure can make your eyes
sting when he’s running with the slide
guitar. Harmony vocals were beautifully
supplied by Colleen Ralphs (who also sang
on Rick's album) in a voice reminiscent of
Emmylou, or perhaps Dolly Parton. Bass
was supplied by John Dacre onguitarrone,
an acoustic bass guitar. He also played a
mean piano at times.

If you missed this one and you like coun-
try music in a big way, keep your eyes out
for Rick Steele and Friends. Your feet keep
tappin’ all the way home.
Drew Slegert

Urban Road
Island of Real

Urban Road are an Auckland rarity, a
band with a horn section providing a gen-
eral diet of soul music.

They opened with a protracted version of
George Benson’s “Breezin' ’’ which was,
frankly, a mistake. The weakest member of
the group is the guitarist and this was
somewhat too ambitious a project, lacking
the fluency which makes Benson's work
pleasant if not distinguished.

Not until sometime later when the band
took to playing shorter snappier songs did
they start to impress as a controlled unit,
although I was pleased to observe that
Keith Ballantyne’s horn arrangements were
consistently simple, effective and tightly
played by himself on trumpet and Julian
Barre on tenor sax.

The surprise of the night was an excel-
lent version of Sanford Townsend’s
“Smoke from a Distant Fire” which, al-
though largely a cover of the hit single,
gained from being short and to the point.

Both Ballantyne and Barre soloed well
throughout, my one major criticism being
that the solos were often too long, develop-
ing initially but continuing well past their
logical points of conclusion.

Yet given more time together, a few more
songs and perhaps a greater sense of
economy Urban Road should develop into
a good working band.
Bruce Belsham
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o Special Offer
Dindy

& Sounds Around
Keep your valuable cassettes

neat and tidy whether at home
or on the move.

An attractive, leatherette
storage case that holds 12 cas-
settes in individual plastic slots.
Suitable for the car as well,

The Dindy Carry Case Only $2.99

Blank Cassettes (£s&)
646 min. ONLY 1.4949
C6O min. ONLY 1.69ONLY660
C9O min. ONLY 1.99C9O
6120 min. ONLY 2.99
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For an Order Worth SBO
Receive this Fabulous
Condor Rack.
Retail Price $5.99

One per order,
not both for
SBO, Please

Or S4O worth
and receive a Free
Headcleaner Cassette.
Retail Price $1.49

CUT HERE|& M AIL

ORDER FORM♦NOW MADE IN NEW ZEALAND TO SCANDINAVIAN DESIGN
& SPECIFICATIONS.

*HIGH CUALITY FERRIC OXIDE TAPE IN SCREW TYPE BODY.
♦UNCONDITIONAL FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE.
*l4 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.

CUT HEREit MAIL■>£"
ORDER FORM

Dindy Marketing (N.Z.) Co. Ltd
PO Box 17-214 Greenlane, Auckland.
4 Botha Road, Penrose, Auck. Telephone 594-163

SIZE QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL

PLUS! New Zealand’s Lowest Priced Chrome
The UK’s lowest priced Chrome cassette!

Chromium Dioxide (Cro2). Now in New Zea-
land.

The recording tape that makes the differ-
ence between reproduction and high fidelity.
If yodre serious about chrome there’s no
other choice.

The extra benefit of chromium dioxide
tape has already been discovered and en-
joyed by thousands of cassette enthusiasts C6o $3.69
who demand perfection in sound reproduc-
tion.

Dindy Cro2 is chrome to perfection. The
smooth extended frequency response, excel-
lent signal noise ratio and unparalled
magnetic stability are just some of the prop- @O3 $3?99
erties of this fantastic tape.

If your deck is equipped with chrome facil-

ity you must try Dindy Chrome before you
can be sure that you’re getting maximum
performance.

Get Dindy Chrome into your home now.

C6O $3.69
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Or
C9O $3.99

Hear to stay. A

Tick Box for Condor Wheel'l l Headcleaner CD
Name. .

Address

Dindy Marketing (NZ) Co Ltd. A member of Dindy International.Bank Bank of New Zealand, High St., Auckland.


