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OF SUPPLIERS OF MATERIALS, &c., &c.

We frequently get inguiries from Architects, Builders, knginecrs, cte..
suppliers of specialities connected with the various trades,

cut a printed circular or make a call now and

“keep the users’ memory green.”

then on users,
This i1s quite a mistake.

asking for names and addresses of
Suppliers frequently was-ume that because thev send
that they have done all that 13 necessary o

The User must have iwstant and ready weans of

reference to some reliable source of information that he sees regularly.

This is why we have started this “Directory”

vou are a regular advertiser with us, vour name goes into the

terms, which are neminal.

to which

hundreds of our clicnis refer almost

duily. 1f

Directory free of charge. 1f not, write us for
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DIRECTORY—
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Australia. )
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Tolley and Son. Ltd.. Harris Street, Wellington.
General Electric Co., 8 Willeston Street, Wellington.
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Box 38¢g, G.P.O., Wellington (W. D. Robin=on, Man-
ager. 71 Vivian Street, Wellington).
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Pilkington Bres,, Ltd.. cfo Fred. W. Buicher, P.O.
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LINSFEED OIL 17 3MO0SKE” PRAND)—
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Gaulter, Aubrey and Co.. Featherston St., Wellington,
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ton and Auckland.
TIAMBER MERCHANTS -
Levlund. O Brien und Co., Auckland.
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Francts Holmes, Dominion Farmers'

Institute Build-
ing, Featherston Street,

Wellington,
WALIL BOARD-—-
Fillis Vencer Co.. Hamilton.
Francis Holmes, Dominion Farmers’ Institate Build-
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DearR HOUsSER AxD BUILDERS' PROFITS.

Although the criticism of a Queensland builder
regarding allegedly huge profits made on dwelling-
house construction in New Zealand has been re-
sented, the littie outburst has done no harm.  The
replies to Mr. Ingoid’s published remarks have, we
feel surc, satisfied the community that New Zealand
bulders are not exploiting them in the matter of
small dwellings. There has been ample evidence to
the contrarv.  Take the experiments in “‘cheap”
building conducted by the Labour Trepartment and
by some of the New Zealand municipalities. In no
case has a reasonable-priced dwelling been built,
even when a certain amount of mass production was
undertaken.  The Goevernment has given up its
housing department, apparently satisfied that pri-
vate enterprise can do at least as well. The Public
Works Department is sunposed to have charge of any
further State house building, but anvone who knows
Departmental and Ministerial methods will have no
doubt that this arrangement 1s just & way of cover-
ing up the unpleasant fact that there is to be no
more State experimenting in house-building. The
Public Works Department will ¢ontinue to take an
exclusive interest in the higger things of the Do-
minion’s development.  As the Government still
realises its responsibility for housing the community
—especiallv as it is inviting emigrants te leave Fng-
land for the Dominion--- it is greatly impreving the
lending facilities of the State Advances Department
so that finance will be mare
private building,

WHERE PURLIC ENTERPRISE FAILED.

To revert ta the wisitor’'s criticism of builders’
profits, we know there has heen more cut-threat com-
petition among builders for the small classes of con-
struction work than in any other phase of the in-
dustryv. Anv good carpenter—-and sometimes the
indifferent cne-—thinks he ran hecome a building
contractor by the rasv means of persuading someone
to give him an order to build a wooden dwelling.
The consequence 15 that much of this work is car-
ried cut by contractors at little more than bare

readily available for -

Certainly we need not look to the builder as a scape-
goat for the existing housing dimculties.  Our critic
said not a word abeout the high cost of money 1n
New Zealand. Had he thought of this point he
would have been able to make some really effective
comparisons between New Zealand and the Common-
wealth, because monev 1s appreciahly cheaper over
the Tasman Sea. Fven our own Government finds
it expedient to raisc half a million of money in
Australia for a loan renewal, because there was at
least half per cent. advantage compared with the
New Zealand market,

OQUT-OF-DATE BY-LAWS.

Stll another phase of the question which the
critic in his very inadequate survey failed to recog-
nise, 1s the stringent nature of the by-law require-
ments in nearly all the New Zealand cities and
towns. We print in this issue an important series of
suggestions for cheaper house-building which was
made to our representative by the President of the
Wellington Master Builders’ Associatien, Mr. Main-
land. In his very practical answer tc the outside
critic Mr. Mamnland shows how quite a substantial
sum could be saved on the average small wooden
dwelling hy making the hy-laws a little less strin-
gent, and without reaching the npoint of jerry-
building, or ecndangering health. A few months ago
we made a plea for municipal architects, who could
revise the by-laws so as to bring them more into line
with the conditions of to-day, when timber is
scarce and dear, and houses at a premium. Though
all these conditions prevail, there seems to be nobody
associated with the administration of local bodies
who will have courage enough to allow a working
man to bulld a house of timber sufficiently good and
strong to make a serviceahle and safe job, but not
the lavish and over-weighted construction now in-
sistedd upon by out-of-date hy-laws.

POLITICS AND TOWN PLANNING.

The political situation is on a hair-trigger, and is,
therefore, iikelv to change from day to day, hut as
1t existed at the time of writing, there seemed a

_wages as a recompense for their organising ability. .. possibility that the Government in power would be
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permitted to remain there under the toleration of
opposition elements unable to combine to defeat
them. It seems as :f the Government might carry
through the present Parliament 1if its legislation 1s
drafted in such a way as not to arouse the active
hostility of the Liberal section of the Opposition. A
rather plain hint to that effect was given by the
leader of the Opposition when, on the last day cf
the recent test session, he submitted a question to
the Prime Minister suggesting that a number of
measures, which he enumerated, might be at once
put in hand with the law drafting office, so as to
be ready for the “‘business’ session te commence
next June. Town planning was not in the list, al-
though this subject has received the blessing of
both Liberal and Reform Parties in turn, We sug-
gest that town planning would be an eminently
“safe’” measure to be taken up by the threatened
Government for the coming season, as it could be
dealt with on non-party lines, and its practical ideal-
1sm would appeal to the Labour section of the Op-
position. The necessary information is in the pos-
session of the Internal Affairs Department, a na-
tional conference of town planning advocates, with a
strong representation of local body members having
framed the lines of a measure representing a pure
compromise—and a good workable one—hetween the
various elements concerned in the matter. If the
Hon. W. Downie Stewart took up this measure, we
feel sure that it would have a good chance of pass-
ing through a Parliament where majorities are
ephemeral, and it should certainlv appeal to a Gov-
ernment now on the look-out for legislative material
of a not too contentious character. For these rea-
sons, we hope that the Institute of Architects will
speedily make representations to the Minister of In-
ternal Affairs, and that it will secure in this move-
ment the co-operation of town planners who are not
architects, and alse the help nf the Survevors’ Tn-
stitute, whose memhers have shown an interest in
the matter which is verv welcome, because thev
would have a good deal to do in the practical carry-
ing cut of a town planning measure in New Zealand.

CHEAPER ACCIDEXNT INSURANCE.

The recent conference of the New Zealand Master
Builders' Federation considered the important ques-
tion of mutual insurance against accidents claims
under the Workers Compensation Act, and it was
decided not to venture on so big an undertaking at
present, but to prepare for a more complete discus-
sion at next conference, when it is hoped to place
before the members the total amounts paid in
premiums by members of the Federation, and the
amounts veceived from the companies by wav of
claims paid. Possibly the Federation will even then
baulk at the bigger venture, and will utilise the
figures, and its improving organisation, to group the
business, thus placing itself in a position to secure a
substantial discount. If it could appropriate to the
members the amounts now paid in commissions by
the companies, it would have a sufficient sum to prd—
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perly remunerate its officers tor the work involved,
and possibly provide for the services of a couple of
organisers. We are not mercly guessing in putting
forward these suggestions, for the plain evidence
of their practicability is to be found in the statistics
of accident insurance gathered by the Government
and periodically published. Therc are 36 offices
conducting accident insurance in New Zealand, and
the great bulk of accident nsurance, it will be ad-
mitted, is that due to the provisions of the Workers
Compensation Act. During a period of five years—
1g17 till 1g2r  inclusive—the accident insurance
offices, including the Government branch doing this
husiness, collected in premiums over a2 millien more
than was paid out 1n claims, the actual figures being
as follows:—

Premiums 1g917-1g21

£2,400,18¢
Claims paid 1gi7-1g2t. ..

471,368,364

This significant table shows that the companies
had the large sum of £1,031,816 at their disposal
after meeting claims. They are required to secure a
good reserve, and their success is doing so in past
years has been cvident from the distributions of fully
paid shares to fertunate shareholders from time to
time, the reserves having accumulated beyond the
point of actuarial necessity.  Of course, the business
1s not conducted without a considerable expense,
commissions being the main item.  During the
period under review, this expenditure amounted te
£362,420, and we submit that the building industry
paid a considerable proporticn, and that it might
easily apropriate to itself a very substantial return
frem the companies if it conducted its accident in-
surance on the grouping method and thus saved in-

cdividual commssions.

Auckland War Memorial.

The winning design of the projected Memorial
Museum, as prepared by Auvckland architects {or the
open competition,  which  attracted designs from
many different countries, has gained marked
approval from numerous experts. The Mayor has
received a letter from the Director of Education,
Mr. R. Atkinson, under the London Architectural
Association, who expresses pleasure at the success
of old students of the Association’s school, and
congratulates Messrs. Drafin and Grierson upon
their fine design.  Mr. Atkinson adds that, gener-
ally speaking, New Zealand students make the hest
usc of their time at the schocl, and are by far the
hest of the oversea students, ’

et

New South Wales Building By-laws.

The Institute of Architects in New South Wales
has affirmed its approval of nine feet as being the
minimum height for ceilings, and also that 720 cubic

feet be the mimimum cubic contents of any one
room,
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IS BUILDING TOO EXPENSIVE?

QUEENSLAND BUILDER CRITICISES NEW ZEALAND PRICES.

Some Builders' Replies—Where the Trouble Lies.

The assertion i made by Mr X L
Master Builders” Assuciation. that New
dwellings.,
for £8oo.

and one result hus been to secure from the ex-President of  the

Federation (Mr. H. T,

Alainland}
houses.

That there is a "vicivus circle” in the building
trade in New Zcaland, which 13 extorting unduc
profits from those bulding their own homes, was
the opinion expressed tn a newspaper interviewer hy
Mr. A, E. Ingoid, Vice-Presicent of the (Jueensland
Suburban Master Builders' Association, who is at
present making a tour of the IJunumion. When bhe
was discussing the matter Mr. Ingoid plunged into
estimates of the cost of building, and gave illustra-
tions of the comparison between cost of material and

labour charges 1o the two countries.

1 was looking at a plan last night of a building
that was being erected in Wellington at a cost of
£1150,”" he said.  “In the meantime, while T have
been here, T had already found out the prices of
material and the wage rate, and T find, by the
dimensions of the building, as 1 measured it, that
it would only cost in Queensland £800, at a contract
price, but, allowing for extra work, such as plaster-
ing, drainage and chimneys, which would make
another £130 in this country, it would bring the
total price of that particular building to £950, and
give a fair margin of profit.  You are paying £ 200
too much. I will quote you an example of a build-
ing I have in hand in Queensland, when I get home,
It measures 36{1. by 36ft., and 15 to he completed
with electric light, gas stove, metal cethings, B grade
timber throughout, painted inside and out, water
laid on, and 1000-gallon tank, with usual cnamcl
bath and sinks, on a bleck 42ft. frontage —price on
completion 4775, which allows me a margin of
profit.

"“I notice that timber here is up to 70s. and 8os.
per 100, there are other lines, mostly used in your
building here, ranging from 27s. upwards, and |
claim that there is little difference in timber prices,
comparing the two countrics. Take the working
conditions. Here the basic wage is 2s. 21d. per
hour—in many cases 2s. 6d. per hour is paid for
good men, In Queensland, we are endeavouring to
secure an award for 2s. 71d. per hour; we pav 3s. to
good men, As a builder, T say that you could make
a fair margin of profit here, and save at least £200
on the cost of the building. There must be some
method, being worked amongst the builders, whether

Ingoid,
Zealanders  are ]
A house e cost L1150 in New Zealund he could undertake to erect in Queensland
Thi~ criticism has naturally drawn replies from these in the industry in New Zealand,

Vice-President of the

Queensland Suburban
paying  too

much for their wouden

New Zealand Master Builders

some practical suggestions for cutting the cost of small wooden

it 15 1 the selling, the commission, or the agency,
that 15 actually costing the extra price you have to
pay {or buillding a house.

“ILast year [ turned over 31 heuses in the suburbs
of Brishane, and the number of men, over all,
including myself, was 10, 1 have been around Wel-
Imgten and other New Zealand towns. [ have seen
mere shells of bulldings that fetched £goo; some of
the piies I could throw about with my hands. 1
have seen them up to 41500, and can assure you that
we could turn these two classes out from £4350 to
£850 1 Queensland. T have also seen four to five
roomed houses, for which the rent charged was from
42 to £3 per week, which would never bring more
than 335s. at the outside in Queensland. I don’t un-
derstand why the prices of building or the rents
are so high in New Zealand; I am certain that there
15 a very big profit in hoth of them.

“I will anticipate the argument -I should have
mentioned it before-—that there is a difference in
cartage ccsts here.  There is not. You deliver at
from 1s. to 2s. 6d. per roe, according to distriets,
and you carry big loads, up to 4000 feet, or three
loads to a huilding. In Queensland we charge 7s.
6. a load, and, worked out, the cost of cartage
there is even more than in New Zealand. It has
no hearing, therefore, en the excess profits charged
in New Zealand.”

CHEAPER DWELLINGS,

MASTER BUILDER'S SUGGESTIONS.

WHERE MONEY COULD BE SAVED.

When @ representative of  Progress brought
the Queensland builder’s criticisms of local builders
under the notice of Mr. H. Mainland {ex-President
of the New Zealand Builders' Federation), some
very useful suggestions were made on the point of
cheapening the cost of dwellings.  AMr. Mainland
was not disposed to take very seriously the wvisitor’s
very rough and ready survey of New Zealand con-
ditions, although he incidentally disposed of several
of the critic's points.  What Mr. Mainland was
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more concerned about was to show in what wav
something practical can be done to improve the situ-
ation.

“Are we making too much profit?’’ asked Mr.
Mainland, having Mr. Ingoid’s remarks in mind.
"I think builders can clear themselves of any charge
of exploitation of the public. We arc all competing
against one another, and we find that in cur paint-
ers’, plumbers’, electricians’, and blacklayers’ work
they are always within a few pounds of each other.
And we have to include their prices m our quota-
tions, So far as timber is concerned, we buy at list
prices, and they govern this aspect of building costs.
Hardware can be hought at the store, and everybody
knows the prices. There is nobody at a disadvant-
age in buying these lines, and none of us could do
much better than the other.

“As for labour, you can estimate this cost very
closely. It 1s practically in the vicinity of 30 per
cent. of the total cost of the house. You add this
to the cost of the timber and hardware, hoth of
which are out of our hands, and you can see for
yourself if builders make any evorbitant profit. In
a five-roomed house there are practically 10,000 fect
of timher, costing, on the average—taking first-class
and O.B.—42 per 100 feet, which brings the cost
of timber to £200. Fxcavation is usually a verv
important cost factor in a hilly city such as Welling-
ton, and this may have heen completely overlooker
in cur visitor's general comparison with (Queensland
conditions.

““The hilly nature of the district also adds to
the cost of cartage. To take a load up to the hilly
restdential suburbs of Wellington costs at least 155.
for a three-horse drav. The most this load would
cemprise, if the timber is green, would be 600 [eet.
If dry, it might run to 1,000 feet. But our eritic
tzlks of carrying bie Inads up to 4,000 feet—-‘not in
Wellington’ is all I have to sav.”

SUGGESTED SAVINGS.

If the high cost 1s not in the profit, where is it
to be found? was the natural query of the inter
viewer, :

This drew some important suggestions from Mr.
Mamland.

“Alot of timber could be cut down,”” was Mr.

Mainland’s  reply.  You might he able to
leave off the sarking  from the roof where
fron 15 used, and thus vou save the cost

of about 2,000 feet of timber, plus the labour
employed to cut it and put it into place,
of labour for sarking is 7s. 6d to 10s. per square,
and the cost of the sarking is 30s. per 100 feet, In
a roof of twenty squares, it would he possible, by a
relaxation of the building bv-laws, to save at least
fifteen squares by putting the iron on the purlines.
It would thus be possible to save up to £40 an the
roof alone.  Vou could use 3 x 2 purlines, and

stretch vour rafters to three feet apart, with com-
plete safety.

The cost

N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS.
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“Coming tn the framing, in certain cases I think
we could do with two or three more inches on the
centres, making 20m. 1instead of (¥in, centres as
now required by the hy-laws. In ceiling juists, they
could bhe spaced to sult the materials,  1f plaster
hoards are used, the joists could be spaced and bat-
tened to suit. You could hardly go past the by-
laws with flooring, hut the few suggestions [ have
made weuld lead to an appreciable cheapening of
the cost of a moclerate-sized dwelling in woud, if the
hy-taws were made easicr.  As [or the stringent
sanitary requirements, I do not know that we could
relax, because the renuirements have so clirect a
bearing cn the health of the community, though the
result is that all our plumbers’ work is cxpensive.
We are paying £5 per thousand for bricks, although
our Queensland critic gets his for £3, and we must
hutld chimneys of brick.  So far as I can sce, there
1s not much chance of saving on the plumbing, elec-
tricity, painting or brick-laying. It seems from
recent tenders that painting is being dene at a pretty
low rate, and the competition is keen. Pecple can
rule out any idea that builders act in collusion, he-
cause anvaone who handles tenders knews that com-
petition 15 keen,  New and then, a huilder submits
a fairly high price in comparison with others, hut
this 15 usually due to the fact that he is very husy.
If we could use red gum in New Zealand, as they
can 1n Queensland, we could get heart timber for
175, per 100, whereas the cost of heart {imber 1 New
Zealand 15 £3 103

HOuor by-laws  were framed  when timher was
cheap anel plentiful. But to-dav, while the same
standards of size and strength are msisted upon,
tirober costs three to four times the prire; therefore
it 15 reasonalle to suggest that we might make tim-
her go a hittle further, especially as there reed be no
danger in revising the nv-laws on these lines. Tt
would be a wise plan if the architects ca-operated
with the builders in approaching the Wellington
City Council with a request for reasonable revision
of the building byv-laws, with the ohicct of cutting
drwn the cost of dwellines.  There need be no an-
broach to jerrv-huilding (f the framing of new by-
laws is done by competent persons,  And [ might
acdd that New Zealand builders are quite enterpris-
ing enaugh to eficiently carry on the building indus-
fry without outside assistance.”

BY-LAW REQUIREMENTS AN OBSTACLE
TO ECOYXOMY,

Mr. Alec, Campbell, another well-known \Wel-
lington builder, strongly corrcborated Mr. Main-
iand’s view that over-stringent huilding hy-laws
are partly responsible for high building costs, *“If
builders here are making £200 profit on a house,
as Mr. Ingoid suggests,”” commented My, Camp-
bell, ‘it is a wonder that Mr Ingoid does not start
business in Wellington, where, on his nwn figures,
he would scon amass a fortune. If, as he says, he
built 31 houses last year, and could do the same
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here, he would be making over £6,000 a year, and
[ venture to say no builder in New Zealand is mak-
Ing anythmg lLike that at the present time. [ hap-
pened to trave]l back to Sydney recently with Mr.
J. Lmdsay, a well-known Brisbane builder, and
gathered {rom him that cur by-laws, which M.
Ingoid does not mention, are very different from
those in {orce in Brishane. Let hun try building
here, and he will sec the difference.

“BY-LAWS THE HARDEST IN THE WORLD.”

“Qur building by-laws are the hardest | have
struck In the world, and that means that building
here 1s more expensive to the cwner than elsewhere.

" I'hen there are climatic conditions to be taken
into consideration. I venture to say that the build-
mgs i Brisbane do not have to stand the hard

weather which had to be provided against here.  Mr.
Ingoid talks of metal ceilings, In Brisbane they use
metal, tacked on to joists 4ft. apart. Why—1t's

just like building a shed. That would not pass the
City Council here. 'he Governinent, through the
Labour Department, and the City Council have ex-
perimented 1n buillding houses, under the best of
conditions, and without looking te make a profit.
\What these houses cost everyone knows.

“I had occasion some years ago to appear in a
building case i Court in \Wellington, when a union
secretary stated that if a man could not make a
reasonable profit building cottages by working eight
hours a day, he should not be in the business. That
unicn secretary later went into business as a buildef,
and 1n the course of another Court case in which I
was a witness, staled that he and his partner couls
not make a decent profit at the game by working
less than twelve hours a day. That man is still in
Wellington, and will endorse what [ say.  Tha:
shows what builders are up against in the cost of
building.”

Busy Wellington.

BOOM IN PROPERTY.

The present beom in city properties is madc
evident in more ways than one, says a Wellington
paper.  Increased building activity, the demand for
shop frontages, and the extremely busy times ex-
perienced by land and estate agents are signs of the
times, and 1if it were possible to go deeply into the
position an interesting story might he told.

Undoubtedly the most interesting feature is the
almost unprecedented  success  of the speculator.
Within the past few months some remarkable deals
have heen brought off, in some cases resulting in the
fortunate purchaser-seller considerably adding to
his bank halance. One of the most rapid and {ruit-
ful transactions cecurred in connection with a Lamb-
ton Quay property.  This property had a frontage
of 13tt., and the section i1s by no means a large
one. Along came a prospective purchaser, and a
deal resulted, involving approximately £8cco, and
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only five weeks later the speculator resold for over
412,000. A prominent land and estate agent said
that that was only one example of what was going
on at the present time.

As for house rents, these were still going up—a
case of supply and demand. There were plenty of
houses for sale, and in most cases the owners were
quite prepared to hold on, pending the arrival of
the moest suitable purchaser. In the central portions
of the city houses were often bought for large sums,
and 1mmediately pulled down to make rcom for
shops and business premises,  That was the general
trend in what might be described as non-residential
parts of the city.  This, of course, was brought
about by the fact that land m the city proper was
at an absolutc mimimum, and the growth of the
business portion of the ¢ty would liave to take place
from within.  Another point emphasised was that
buileling activity was to a certain extent retarded
hv the uncertain cost of building.  This was re-
sponsible for  a  tendency to purchase property
already built upon.

With regard to shops, the demand was great,
and rents had an upward tendency.

New Theatre for Auckland.

A new theatre, to he called the Colosseum, is
shortly to be erected in Queen Strect, Auckland, on
the site adjomming that of the Auckland Savings
Bank. The demolition of the block of shops now
standing on the site has commenced, and at the back
of the area the work of excavating the foundations
15 already in hand. It is hoped to have the build-
ing constructed by Christmas.  The Colesseum is
being built for an Auckland company at a cost ex-
cceding 4150,000, and it will have seating accom-
modation for some 2000 people. It is being so con-
structed that 1t can be utilised either for dramatic
or for cinematographic entertainments, states the
“New Zezland Herald.” The new theatre will have
a frontage of g8ft. tc Queen Street, and will run
back to Lorne Street.

maifiien-

Duty on Compo Board.

A recent Order-in-Council states that the duty on
“‘compo’’ board, which consists of timber with a
laver of paver-pulp, strawhoard, paper or similar
material, cemented thereto on one or buth sides, i=
to be charged at the rate of four shillings per
hundred superficial feet, and, in addition, 1s liahle
to a primage duty of 1 per cent. ad valorem. This
material, which is used as a substitute for dressed
timher, is not specifically menticned in the tariff.

i

Personal.

Mr. Basil B. Hooper, A.R.1.B.A., of Dunedin,
15, we understand, removing to Auckland, to join in
partnership with Mr. J. W. Rough, A.R.I.B.A,
of 37 H.M. Arcade, Queen Street.
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The New Chamber of Commerce
Building at Washington.

The building illustrated herewith was designed by
Mr. Cass Gilbert, architect, New York, who designed
the Treasury Annexe building in the same city.
The huilding will be of the classic type prevalent in
all the Government builders erected 1n Washington,
since the days of Thomas Jefferson. It will have
a frontage of 158 feet, and a depth of 149 feet,
and in conformance with the 1deas of the Fine Arts
Commission, will preserve a certam umformity with
other buildings on Lafayette Square, on the south
side of which is located the White House.  The site
chosen, it may be of interest to note, included the
old home place of Daniel Webster, which has been
razed, the corner stone for the new building having
been laid, with appropriate ceremonies, during the
tenth annual meeting of the Chamber, and the work
of erection 1s already in progress.

)
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The New Home of the Chamber of Commerce,
Washington.

It 15 proposed to complete the building, for its
full length, up to the balustrade on the fourth
story, provision being made 1 the plans and con-
struction for the additien of a fifth or even a sixth
story, should this, at a future period, prove neces-
sary.

At the back of the site there will be an artistically
designed auditorium, caleulated to held about 850
people. It will extend for three stories of the main
building, having a flat roof, and will he built strong
enough to carry additional stories, should they be
needed.

An interior cowrt or parie, 60 x 6o feet, will he
an attractive featurc of the building, and from the
handsone cntrance on H. Street, there will be a
clear view through to the auditorium in the rear.
On each side of the court, leading {rom the main
building to the dlldl[Ol’lUIl] there will be covered
passages. On the cast side there” will be a wide
alley for carriages and motors which will have exit
facilities to both T and H Streets.

M.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS,
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On the ground floor, immediately mside the en-
trance, there will be a large hall, suitable for the
dlsplay of tablets, ete., a library, conference room,
small auditorium and reception room with enfrance
from the wide alley and easy access to the audi-
torium.

The second, third and fourth floors will accom-
modate the offices to be occupled by the present
heaclquarters force of about 160 persons and such
additions as may later be found necessary.

No offices in the building will be rented, it being
the intention of the Chamber to cccupy the entire
structure. 1t 1s not, however, mtended that it shall
be used exclusively for the business of the organisa-
tion, but that it shall be, in a broader sense, a head-
quarters for American business, a rallying place at
which the various interests may lind accommodation
for consultations, etc. The large auditorium will
be held at the disposal oi affil:ated member organi-
sations, for meetings they may hold 1in Washington,
while the various committee rooms and conference
rooms will be at the service of memhers when not m
use for headquarters purpeses.  The room in which
the board of directors will hold therr meetings, will
be located on the top floer, on the east side, and will
extend considerably abm( the level of the roof in
other parts of the building.

— ———

Bungalow Bungling.

nto  their
place has
that lovely
[ will nail 1t

and  Maud maoved
wouden bungalow, FEdwin said: “This
heen badly neglected.  Look at all
wisteria lying Hat on the veranda!
Llp.”

He id so.

\When Hdwin

some people would have employed
a man te deoit, but not Edwin; e was full of vim
and energy. He had used a pound and a half of
natls and one of his wife's golhing skirts cut into
strips before the job was finished.  Then Maud
called him to hang up the pictures.

“Look!” he exclaimed. ‘‘There are 1ron spikes
sticking out all ever the wall. The man who lived
here before must have had hundreds of pictures,
Impossible to pull them out—I must hammer them
1.

Edwin proceeded to hammer them in vigorously,
and presently his wife called out from the garden,
“Edwin, the wisteria has fallen down again!”

_———

To remeve stains from glass, use threc parts of
American polash and one part unslaked lime. Lav
on with a stick and let remain for some time.

#* * £

Common washing soda dissolved 1n water will
remove painl or tar from glass 1f put on thick and
allowed to soak for 30 minutes.

Ed * *

Paint stains that are dry may be removed [rom

first
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NEW ZEALAND

FEDERATION

OF MASTER BUILDERS.

PROCEEDINGS OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Special Repert for ** N.Z. Building Progress.”

The annual meeting ot the New Zealand Feder-
ater Builders’ and Contractors’ Industrial Associa-
tion of Employers was opened in Dunedin ¢n
February 21st, Mr. H. 1ilainland {President), oi
Wellington, being in the chair. The delegates also
present were: Messrs, M. R. Souster and R. J. Mor-
ris (Auckland); W. H. Winsor, R. C. Nightingale,
and W. Williamsen [Canterbury;; ]. McCormack,
Geo. Clark, and D). O'Connell (Dunedin;; J. 5.
McKay, of Invercargill [Gisborne); H. H. Camp-
bell (Hawke's Bav); W. H. Naylor, of Dunedin
(Manawatu); . D. Preston and W. .indrews
(Southland); Geo. Simpsen, of Dunedin {Tara-
naki); 10. Walpole {Wanganui,; A, H. AMildenhall
and A. M. Wilson {Wellington}; together with JMr,
W. A. Grenfell {sccretary of the Federation), and
Mr. A. 5. Cookson, sccretary of the Dunedin Build-
ers’ Association).

OFFICIAL WELCOME.

Mr. W. Begg (Deputy-Mayor of Dunedini was
introduced to the Conference by Mr. ]. McCormack,
President of the Dunedin Builders' Association.
Mr. Begg, who apologised for the unavoidable ab-
sence of the Mayor, extended a very hearty welcome
to the delegates and remarked that several of the
items on the order paper were of interest to himself.
The Duncdin City Council had undertaken its own
insurance, and he considered 1t one of the best
strokes of business they had ever done. He would
be glad to give the Conference any information
desired as to the results of the Dunedin experience
in this direction. As for the shortage of houses, 1t
was evident that the Government’s efforts te deal
with the question had not been a success, and he
would be glad if the Conference could put forward
something which would result in effectively coping
with this serious problem.  Tradesmen were said to
be short {n numbers, and he suggested that builders
might improve the position by making the condi-
ticns more attractive to boys who entered the indus-
try.

Mr. Mainland, in acknowledging the welcome,
declared that Tunedin’s progress, civic and other-
wise, had given a lead to the rest of the Dominian.
He remembered the old conditions in the city, which
hig father had helped to build. The difficulties had
been great, hut they had been surmounted with
striking elfect. Dunedin had given attention to
afforestation, a subject which the late Mr. S. I
Clark, a member of the Federation, had devoted a

great deal of tune and attention to, and the Federa-
tion would be glad to note what had been done
this respect in Dunedin. The frouble in regard to
dwellings was world-wide. \Wellington had been
unfortunate in 1ts atlcinpts to solve the dirficulty, as
the houses erected to meet the emergency had cost
more than they should have cost. He trusted that
Conference would give the matter attention, and
submit some proposals which would be of value to
the community. The apprentice question was a
hardy annual.  They had tried to encourage the
boys by granting special privileges and higher
wages, but resuits had been disappointing. Finally,
the President drew attention to the presence at the
Conference of Messrs. Wall and Yates, two Sydney
visitors who were prominent in the building indus-
try there, and assured them that they were warmly
welcomed.  New Scuth Wales builders had always
welcomed New Zealanders who went to that State,
and the New Zealand builders were glad of an
opportunity to reciprocate.

Mr. Wall, in acknowledging the welcoine, said he
would ne glad to grve the Conference particulars of
what was being done to encourage apprentices in his
State.  Sacrifice was needed by the builders, and
unless there was sacrifice there would be no appren-
tices. The matter was, however, of such great na-
tional 1mpertance that the Government should come
mto the question and assist te encourage a greater
number of vouths o take up skilled occupations.
Sydney had found it imperative to take up an in-
surance scheme, and he commended this subject to
New Zealand hbuilders as one of the greatest im-
portance. Other matters worthy of attention were
the procuring of schedules of quantities, and the
securing of equitable conditions of contract. He
pointed out in regard to the housing shortage that
an era of reinforced concrete had set in, and that
unskilled labour entered largely into this form of
construction.

Mr. Yeats also responded to the speeches of
welcome.

CONDOLENCE.

Before proceding to business, the President re-
ferred syvmpathetically to the death of Messrs. S.
I. Clark [Auckland), Wm. Pryor (Wellington),
Wm. Riddell (Invercargill), and K. Reecham (Na-
pier), all of whom had rendered value service to
the Tederation. On his motion, a resolution of
svmpathyv with the deceaseds’ relatives was carried in
silence, members standing as a mark of respect.
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ANNUAL REPORT.

The annual report by the Executive on the work
of the Federation stated that the Executive believes
members will reabise that it 1s amply apparent the
maintenance of the orgamisation is essential and that
the work of the Executive has been of material and
lasting benefit to the trade. With regard toc the
experience of the past year and the prospects of the
trade, 1t is recognised that the Dominion has not
escaped any more than other countries from the
after effects of the Great War. The primary pro-
ducts of the Dominion, on which its general pros-
perity depends, have not been yielding the samc
returns as previcusly, and the capital shortage 15
being felt by all classes of trades, by builders no
less than others. But your Executive believes the
worst is over and that in the near future the country
will be blessed with 2 renewal of the presperous
ttmes that were enjoyed prior to the war. Every-
thing points to a speedy revival of trade generally,
and already there arc many signs that building
operations will be actively carried on and there will
be plenty of work for all engaged in the trade.

REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS.

This question has been under consideration for a
number of years, and Minsters of the Crown, par-
ticularly the Hon. A. L. (now Judge) Herdman and
the Hon. Downie Stewart, have been consulted and
their assistance sought. During the past year the
Hen. Downie Stewart gave your Executive a long
mnterview and discussed the matter fully, While
recogrusing that on the {ace of matters master
builders mignt be as much entitled to registration as
plumbers or those engaged in other callings, he
feared there was no prospect of Parhament adopt-
ing & measure that would give master builders the
sole right to carry out building operations.  He
could not see his way to moving in the direction of
preparing a measure providing for registration, but
would give fullest consideration tc any information
or proposals this Federation could supply on the
subject.  As he saw the matter he could not hold
out much hope of the Minstry adopting such a mea-
suré as that suggested, but the matter would he
fully gone into when specific proposals were sum-
mitted.

The Auckland master builders have devoted some
theught and consideration to this subject, and have
forwarded a draft Bill for discussion. Coples of
this Bill have been made and will be supplied 0
members 1n orcler that the subject mav receive overy
consideration at this Conference.

Your Executive has endeavoured to find a solu-
tion of tne problem that would be reasonable and
satisfactory, bhut without success, but hopes Con-
ference will view the subject from all standpoints

and will reach a satisfactory conclusion.
CARPENTERS' AWARDS.

It will be remembered that the present awards
were made on the terms and conditions decided upon
by the Arhitration Court at Auckland, after hearing
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the representative of the workers and your secre-
tary. Those awards have expired, and the na-
tional secretary of the Amalgamated Society of
Carpenters and Jomers has approached the Execu-
tive to ascertain if this present Conference would
be willing to discuss the terms of a new award with
their representatives. Your Executive has replied that
it could not be reasonably expected the master
huitders would Le willing to meet the workers in
confcrence without having first had an opportunity
of considering their claims and that the holding of a
preliminary conference would not avold the neces-
sity for holding Conciliation Councl sittings.
With this latter, view the secretary practically agreed
and it was understood he would forward copics of
the workers’ new claims for consideration by Con-
ference.

When the first general order of the Court re-
ducing wages was made the Carpenters’ and Joiners’
Union made application to the Court for exemption
lrom 1ts operation on the grounds that they were
required to purchase tcols, there being an increase
rather than a reduction mn the price of tools. The
application when brought before the Court at both
Auckland and Dunedin sittings was refused.

SCAFFOLDING AND EXCAVATIOX ACT.

This measure was introduced in Parliament by
the Munster of Labour, and contains a number o!
new provisions which call for clese attention and
chservance by the trade. In connection with the
appointment of inspectors, it is proposed by Gov-
ernment to establish a Board for the purpose of
examining applicants for the position.  Such Board
will include a Government officer, and one represen
tative each of employers and workers interested 1n
the administration of the Act. In this connection
the trades intercsted are heing asked by Govern-
ment to nominate a representative on the Board,
and 1t 1s advisable that Conference should move in
this matter by suggesting to the master plumbers
and master painters the appomtment of a suitable
representative.

The report also referred to other changes in the
law, imncluding & number of amendments to the
Workers’ Compensation Act whicn materially in-
crease the responsibilitics of employers.

Referring to the reductiens in wages ordered by
the Arbitration Court, the report stated: It is
heheved that employers generally have given effect
tos the reductions thus authorised, it belng recognised
that the making of such reductions must eventually
bring about a correspending reduction in prices.

AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY COXNTRACT.

On receipt of information that the conditions of
contract provided by the architects in connection
with this job were at great variance with the general
conditions, your Executive took steps to ensure that
all tenders lodged were made subject to the 1g10
concitions. The master builders of Sydney and
Melbourne were warned by cable of the unsatisfac-
tory conditions.  Your Executive was most gratified
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to learn that all tenders werc submitted upon the
terms advised by it, and that the contract was ulti-
mately given to and signed under the gencral con-
ditions by a well-known tirm that loyally adoptee
the kxecutive's advice. The President of the In-
stitute of Architects saw It to adversely criticise
in the Press the action of the Executive in this mat-
ter. Although generally objecting to taking part
In newspaper controversy, it was felt the remarks
applicd to this Federation could not be allowed to
remain unchallenged, and a vigorous reply was
made, putting the facts fairly betore the public.

BOARD OF TRADE TIMBER COMMITTEE.

Your Executive desires to cxypress very warm
appreciation of the services rendered to the trade
by the late Mr. 5. [. Clarke and Mr. \W. H. Ben-
nett as members of the above-named committee.
They were called upon to attend long sittings, and
although a hopeless minornity, 1t 1s believed their
presence resulted 1n the intcrests of master builders
being kept prominently before the commttec. In
Mav last dMr. Bennett reported to the Exceutive that
he had been informed that Government had decided
to cease endeavouring to contrel prices, and the hold-
ing of a timber merchant’s licence 15 no longer
necessary.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Mr. Mainland, in moving the adoption of the
report and balance-sheet, said:—I think it only
proper to make a few remarks on the year's work,
and on the probable future activities of the Federa-
tton.  The first and most necessary step 1s to
persistently impress upon master hutlders the 1m-
portance of the trade and the imperative necessity
for them to combine for mutual protection and the
advancement of their interests.  Next in import-
ance 15 perhaps the question of the form of con-
ditions for general use by the trade in the carrying
out of butlding contracts. As members are aware,
therc are differences ol opinion between this
Federation and the Institute of Architects on this
important matter. If ycour Executive had wavered
or agreed on the radical changes suggested by the
architects, the standing of the trade would have
heen 1mpaired, the rights of builders sericusly cur-
tailed, and the good name of this Federation
materially and permanently discredited. The pre-
sent prospects are that the differences will be ulti-
mately amicably settled, and there seems possible a
better understanding.between our two organisations
whose 1nterests are inter-dependent and their pos-
sible co-operation in connection with the carrying
out of undertakings by public bodies for the im-
provement and beautifying of local surroundings.

If practical and professional citizens are prepared
to voluntarily give advice to civic authorities with
regardd to important undertakings, it is advisable
and desirable that citizens who are best suited for
consultation should be invited to co-operate and
advise in these matters.
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With regard to the present method of securing
business and ecmployment, it is unfortunate that
under the present system  builder is continually
hustling and bustling in feverish competition with
fellow-nuilder. By closer amalgamation and co-
operation it is believed the business and standing of
those engaged 1 the buillding trade may he vastly
unproved.  The result of the cc-uperation of all
concerned 1n the buillding trade would mean the
creation of a Federation that would advance the
interests of all concerned, tend to reduce unemploy-
ment, eliminate undue competition, and give the
trade a greatly improved standing in the Dominion.

With regard to bwlding supplies, have members
recognised the necessity eof continual activity in
this direction? The duty of the building fratermity

1s to control more and more the supplies by
business metnods  that would ensure to the
Federation 2 membershuip  larger, and 1 may

say, probably more enthusiastic, than at present,
as the advantages would be very much greater and
the gains considerable. There are opportunities n
this country that lend themselves much more to the
practical man than to the professional or ordmary
speculator. Most of the positions in compantes that
are controlling cur supplies are held by men who are
probably little interested in the trade we represent,
but have only the interest of the accumuiation of the
shekels.  This certainly 1s a necessary clement in
business, hut it 15 nat money only wheh 1s required
to strengthen the position of a Federation where a
more cquitable and wider spread of the gains 1s
likelv to tend to solidarity, and create a greater
interest in the knowledge that the Federation
could build up a f{und to control the supplies
sufficiently {0 ensure to evervy builder launching
ont, undoubted success, and to the builder who
15 ndependent, an additional safeguard and
sccurity.  The securing of this contro! is not im-
passible, and would be quite legitimate, because the
interests of the public, our clients, would certainly
he hettered by the Federation’s undoubted claims of
practical knowledge of the requirements. Now,
de not misunderstand me! The Federation will
require to broaden its constitution before such a
scheme could develop, and affiliations would require
to be made with the seekers of shekels, and we
should even require the help of our employees.

Let us take the housing question. Is there a
body more entitled by experience, and by its
specizl training more fitted to take action in this
matter of housing? We know by experience that
our books must balance, and that 1f they do not
show a profit, we must alter our methods of busi-
ness. [his principal must be adopted in connection
with the crection of hrmes for the people. Houses
should be provided at a cost that will enable the
worker to pay instalments out of his earnings and
ultimately to become the owner. There is a field
for the closer comhination of all engaged in the
trade, and if a scheme of co-operaticn embracing
employees were inaugurated they would greatly
benefit, and many questions troubling us to-day
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would wvanish into thin arr. We would [ind that
the necessity of the times had guided us to
efficiency, which would benefit the individual, while
llustrating to the Dominion that economy and
thoroughness result from unity. One could enlarge
on the subject I have touched on. 1 feel that to
secure the best results we have to strike out and
develop the great oppertunities and resources lying
around us, whicli nobedy 1s more entitled to ad-
minister than ocurselves. In using the word “‘our-
selves,”” you will readily understand that I use it
in a wide sense, and that it 15 intended to cover a
great many interests that, though not in our Federa-
tion, would he better under our leadershi np.

The report and balance-sheet were adopted
unanimously, after an interesting discussion, duning
the course of which the Fxecutive was congratulated
on the good work accomphished during an exception-
ally dilficult year.  Reference was made to the
dangerous nature of the power now given to the
Arbitration Court to ante-date an award, as this
would commit employers to a lahihty for which
they could not receive anv return.  Mr. Grenfell
explained that the power possessed by the Court to
make awards retrospective would not operate unless
the employers agreed as to the date on which the
award should come into operation,  He therefore
urged employers not to agree in Conciliation Counctl
as to a date.

BURDENS ON THE INDUSTRY.

Mr. Nightingale {Canterbury: moved: “"That
the Executive he requested to oppose ali legisia-
tion which will tend tn unnecessarily increase the
cost of building or require the appointment of more
inspectors.’”’

The mover ¢xplained that the motion aimed par
ticularly at the appointment of more nspectors, for
there were too manv alreadyv,

Mr. Winsor said that although there had heen a
regrettable accident, this did net justify a large
increase in the number of inspectors.

Mr. McCormack, who agreed with other speakers
as to the great expense of scaffolding required under
the new Act, moved as an amendment: **That the
matter be left in the hands of the incoming Execu-
tive and Parliamentary Committee, and that it he
a direction to the Executive that strong opposition
be made to legislation that will increase the cost of
building or necessitate the appointment of additional
Inspectors.”’

The amendment was carried.

CONSTITUTION OF ARBITRATION COURT,

Mr. Winsor {Chrstchurch) moved: “That the
Parliamentary Commuittes be asked to inquire into

the pessibility of altering the Industrial Conciliation”

and Arbitration Act so as to provide that an as-
sessor from each side, representing the industry con-
cerned in each trade dispute shall be selected hy the
parties, and be associated with the Judge in place
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of two permancnt Associates.””  Replying to the
point raised by Mr. Grenfell that there 1s provision
i1 the Act for appomntment of experts, Mr. Winsor
said this did not go far enough. At present, per-
manent officials were the final arbiters, but experts
with special knowledge of the industry should be
given power to male the final decsion.

Mr. Camphbell thought the mmportant point was
to place the expert evidence before the Court.

Other speakers opposed the proposal, consiclering
that present procedure gave opportumty for presen-
tation of special matters affecting any industry.

The motion was lest.

REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS.

Auckland: ““That Conference instruct the Fed-
cration Fxecutive to proceed at ence in the matter
of placing the proposed Registration of DBuilders
Bill kefore the hrst session of Parliament.”’

Mr. Souster, in moving this remit, said that
there were frequent inquiries as to why nothing had
been done in this matter. There was a strong ten-
deney in Auckland to sub-let work, and he agreed
with a statement of Mr. Wilhamson that sub-con-
{ractors overran the trade,  1f huilders were regis-
tered, they would have sole control. Their standing
would be hetter and would be in Iine with architects,
plumbers, and others who had secured registration
He noped that the Executive weuld approach Parlia-
ment next sesston to secure  the registraton  of
builders.

AMr. Morns seconded.

Mr. Mainland, in supporting the remit, said that
the huilding trade was of lportance, and was not
second even to the architectural profession.

The motion was carried.

i TENDERING S5YSTEM.

southland: “That the Conierence consider the
system of tendering as adopted by the Southland
Builders” Asscciation with a view to this becoming
general throughout the Dominion.™

Alter a discussion of the Southland method, and
conditions in other centres, an amendment was
moved by Mr McCormack: “That this Conference
heartily compliments the Southland Assocliation
upon its operations, hut cannot recommend its policy
for general adoption by other centres.’”’

The amendment was agreed to.

AFFORESTATION.

At the evening sitting of the Conference, Mr.
Winsor (Christchurch) brought up the questlon of
afforestation, which had’ been the subject of a
motion at last year's Conference. He suggested
that other parts of New Zealand should do their
share in growing hard timber, in the same way as
was done i Canterbury and Otago. There was an
urgent necessity to follow the lead of these districts,
as soft timbers only were being planted in other
parts. It had been peinted out by Mr. Wall that
we had reached the age of concrete, therefore, added
Mr. Winsor, it became all the more important that
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hard tmbers should be grown for finishing, while
the soft timbers were avaiable for boxing. He
moved: “That the Executive give effect to the reso-
lutions of last Conference.”

Mr. Nightingale seconded.

Mr. Campbell remarked that more attention
should be given to the planting of native timbers,
especially kaurl and larch—very useful timbers. He
suggested that this matter be brought before the
notice of the Government.

The chairman said he had {ound pinus insigms
quite satisfactory for boxing, and 1t would be better
to conserve red pine by using pinus msignis for
boxing. . Larch, he had ncticed, was very largely
planted by the State VForest Department in the
Rotorua district,  He promised that the Fxecutive
would do cverything possible to further the views of
the members.

Mr. Grenfell read a memorandum detailing the
afforestation operations of the Dunedin  City
Council.

The motion was carried,

ACCIDENT INSTRANCE.

Mr. Souster CAuckland) moved: “That Conter-
cace take steps to institute a Dominiun accident in-
surance scheme for bulders only.”

The mover stated that the Auckland Assaciation
had considered forming an accident fund of its own,
but had come to the conclusion that the better plan
was to make 1t a national fund of greater strength.
He felt surc that 1f the Federation tock 1t up, there
would be a great reduction i premiums,

Mr. Waipole asked what amount should be in
hand herore the fund commenced to eperate?

Mr. Winsor suggested that £25,000 would have
to be raised, Ie was against the proposal, pre-
ferring to continue to support the insurance com-

panies than to launch out and incur unknown
hiabilities.  Christchurch had had an unfertunate
experience, and 1t was hardly likely that they

would adopt a new scheme.

Mr. Grenfell remarked that in some respects he
was in agreement with the last speaker.  Builders
derived benefits through dealing with insurance com-
panies. Among other tuings, in cutting away from
the companies, 1t would mean that builders could
not reinsure, and they weuld be thrown en their own
resources.  Expert management was needed, and
experts were difficult to obtain.  He outlined the
law relating to mutual insurance associations, point-
mg out that if builders wished to insure mutually
against accident, special legislation would be re-
quired. Last vear, the Dunedin City Corperation,
after paying all claims, bad a surplus of £1,014.
The greatest obstacle would be the difficulty of
securing the general support of the whole body of
builders. .

Mr. Winsor quoted from Progress regarding the
profits and expenses of insurance companics operat-
ing in New Zealand.
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Mr. Preston sugpested that the whele effect of
the discussion came back to the old question of the
necessity of organisation before attempting to raise
so large a sum as 425,000 to maugurate a scheme of
such magnitude.

Mr. Nightingale stated that it had been found
impossible in Christchurch to get the unanimous sup-
port of builders, In endeavouring to carry out the
scheme, they would be fighting cne of the strongest
organisations in the world. It would be useless go-
ing on with the proposal unless they could obtain the
guaranteed co-operaticn c¢f all builders. He sug-
gested that the Association might establish a sinking
fund to provide for accident only.

Mr. Mackay suggested that as builders, they
should stick to their own work, and leave insurance
alone. In any case, such a scheme would throw
too much work on the secretary.

Mr. Williamsen woendered whether it would be
possible to make arrangements with the new com-
pany about to stari in New Zealand. He estimated
that the premimms paid by builders in New Zealand
{or accident nsurance alone amountied to between
4£25,000 and £30,000. He believed that with this
large amount of business to offer, it would be wise to
approach the new company with a request for special
terms.

The chainnan pointed out that the question of
guarantce came 1n, and there was also the aspect that
many builders had interests 1n other insurance com-
panies.

Mr. McCormack stated that although he had
originally been in favour of mutual insurance, he
had changed his mind, as he had come to the con-
clusion that the undertaking was too big, Members
would have to consider five insurance, because if
they took accident msurance from the companies, the
fire insurance would suffer and they might be obliged
to take both classes of risk.

Mr. Souster remarked that Auckland had
achieved its object by securing so geod a discussion
of the subject. He asked permission to withdraw
the remit. This having been granted, Mr. Souster
moveel: "That the matter of accident insurance be
deferred fer consideration until next Conference,
and that, in the meantime, Association Secretaries be
asked to ascertaln the amount of premiums paid and
claims received.’’

Mr. O’Connell seconded.

The motion was adopted.

COMPULSORY TECHNICAL EDUCATION.

Christchurch: '“That in the opinion of this Fed-
eration the age of compulsory education should not
be extended beyond the age of 15 years.”

Mr. Winsor, in moving the remit, referred to the
report of the Conference of Technical School Man-
agers recommending that part time continuation
education should be made compulsery up to the age
of 17 years. In Chrstchurch they wished to get
apprentices through by 21 years of age.
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Mr. Nightingale, who seconded, remarked that
at 17 a boy was unwilling to work for a small wage,
and the present arrangements le{t a loophole for the
boy to get out of the apprenticeship at an carly
stage.

Mr. MeCormack declared that while education
was a fine thing, they were trying 1o cram too much
into the bovs. .\ high school bov at the age of 15
was too old to learn a trade, and the propesal to
increase the school age would make it still more
difficult to secure apprentices,  In past years, boys
who started young madce better tradesmen, but the
present-day boy was dissatisher with the wages.

Mr. Mildenhall supperted the motion, but sug-
gested that there should be an addition that if a
boy wished to learn a trade, he should be permiited
te leave school at the age of 13,

Mr. Grentell said that the IFactory Act provided
for the latter point.

Mr. Cookson sard that the techmcal school
autherities wished boys to secure time oil during
working hours, so that they could attend the tech-
nical school,

Mr. Walpele asked what was the attitude of
allied trades i regard to ths point?

The Chaiwrman: The plumbers will not allow this,
nor will the builders at present.

The motion was carried.

FEDERATION EXECUTIVE.

Mr. Morns (Auckland? moved: “That the consti-
tution of the Federation Execulive consist of one
member from each centre, to be called together when
necessary, and at least once in every three months,
with three Wellington members to be apointed as a
Vigilance and Parliamentary Commntlec.”

The mover considered that this would be o
forward step, which would keep assoctations m closer
personal touch with the Executive.

Mr. Souster seconded.

Mr. McCormack opposed the motion.  He
thought the Executive had done excellent work, and
1t kept associations fully informed of what was heing
done on thewr behali. If the change was made, who
would pay the expenses?

Mr. Simpson thought the remit quite unnecessary,
and he did not think therr Wellington friends would
thank them 1f 1t was carried. A few men were
better able to carry out the work than a large num-
ber, becausc business was hampered by a crowd.

Mr. OQ'Connell agreed with the last speakers, add-
ing that the work was very well done at present.

Mr. Andrews declared that the Executive de-
served a pat on the back, and he was against any
change.

Several other speakers spoke against thie motion,
and Mr. Morris, in reply, said that since sitting at
Conference he had become more than satisfied at the
way i1 which the Executive had fulfilled 1ts duty.
He was, however, obliged to carry oul instructions
in moving the remit.

The motion was lost.
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ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY.

Remits from Southland and Auckland regarding
orgamisation  were taken  together:—-Southland:
“That the tune has armived when the building trade
m New Zealand should be more thoroughly organ-
secl.” Auckland: “That the Federation xecutive
proceed at onee with the appointment of a Dominion
organiser.’’

A very full discussion of the matier followed,
delegates giving detailed information regarding the
posttion in their own districts, It was mentioned
that the probable cost of a Dominien organising
movement would be about £2,000.

Alr. Walpole, wha expressed the epinion that the
Federation was not vet ready for the larger scheme,
moved as an amendment: “That the question ot
anpomting a Dommicn organiser be Jeft 1in abey-
ance; that Canterbury  be asked to reorganise
Timaru, and  that \Wellington, \Wanganui and
Muckland he asked to do the same for Masterton,
Palmerstem North and Hamilton respectively, any
cxpense 1o be berne by the Federation 1f neces-
sary.

Mr. Camphbell seconded.

The amendment was adeopted, and then carried
as the substantive motion.

LOCATION OF CONFERENCE.

Mr. Campbell {Hawke's Bay) moved: '"That all
future Conferences he held in a more central town,
Wellington for preference.”” The mover remarked
tiet the holdmg of Conferences m distant part of
the Domnnion resulted m toe great an expense to
delegates.

Mr. Andrews, n seconding, pointed out that all
the fime and money ¢f the Auckland delegates had
heen expended 1in coming to Dunedin for only two
davs’ work.

Opposition to  this motion was expressed by
Messrs. Simpson and Winsor, the latter suggesting
that 1t would be unfair to throw on Wellington the
cnus for hospitality on every occasion. It was an
education in 1tself to meet at the different centres.

Mr. Grenfell pointed out that the expense of
travelling was lessened to the distant Associations

if the place of meeting 1s changed from time to
time.

The motion was lost.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd.

QUANTITY SURVEYING,

The Conference was resumed on the morning of
Thursday, February 22nd, when Mr. Morris moved:
“That the Conference discuss the question of getting
a clause in the general conditions of contract that -
the quantities should be supplied on all contracts
over £1,000."

Mr. Souster seconded.

Mr. O’Connell satd that in Dunedin they were

fortunate in having Mr. George to work out quan-
tities. -
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Mr. Williamson stated that there were plenty of Mr. Preston said it was evident that Dunedin

good quantity surveyors, and he believed m letting
things remain as at prescnt.

Mr. McCormack thought the present system guile
satisfactory, and he did not favour architects sup-
plying quantities. [le had had a conversalion witl
Mr. Wall, who agreed with him.  The better plan
would be for each centre Lo provide its own quantity
surveyor. e did not approve of a proposal that
the quantitics should Le scaled, and only opened in
the presence of the architect and builder.

Mr. Nightingale considered that if a bwlder
could nct take off the quantities, he could not know
his trade. The preposal was too revolutionary, and
he was agamnst it.

Mr. Campbell remarked that if the builder had
gone carefully through his quantities, he knew what
ke required.  The proposal was all nght if ene
could rely eon the arclutect, but in the mamn he
agreed with the previous speaker.

Mr. Winsor stated that in Melbourne and
Sydney, builders would not dream of going back to
the old system of taking off the quantiues them-
selves. He thought quantitics were a cheek on the
butkder, and well worth a charge of three-nuartess
per cent, He understond that in Australia the quan-
tity surveyors guaranteed their figures up to gg per
cent., and he noted that Mr. George gave a guar-
antec up to g8 per cent.

Mr. Andrews agreed with Mr. Winsor, and read
an interesting statement dealing with the methods
which could be followed, and the advantages to be
gained by adopting the svstem.

Mr. Clark remarked that he had heard of some
archutects objecting to the employinent of quantity
surveyors, but they were being brought to realise
the advantage of the systemn.  Xr. George was 2
practical bhuilder, and Duncdin was fortenate 1n
heing abic to secure his services.  To take off une's
own quantities was an appalling job,

Mr. Walpele thought that to push the work off
upon the architects was unnecessary.

Mr. Wilhamson thought that 1f the quantities
were left wholly to the architect, it would cventu-
ally tend to do away with the builder altogether.

AMr. McCormack moved as an amendment:
““That the question of providing schedules of quan-
tities be lelt to cach centre to decide for ttself.”

Mr. Simpson secnnded, remarking that Dunedin

was well satisfied, and other Associations should
concur.

Mr. Nightingale thought that if Chrstchureh
architects took off their own quantities, there was a
danger of their becoming their own builders later
on.

Mr. Williamsen stated that if achitects were
asked to take off quantities, they passed the inb
on to a builder in nine cases out of ten.  What
object was there in employing a quantity surveyor?

was lighly pleased with the system, the value of
which they had been able to prove, but members
speaking agamst the amendment did nct appear to
realise tins pomnt.  Conference was not compelling
Christchurch to fall into line with Dunedin. It was
a wasle of time to take off one's cwn quantities,
Australia had quantity sarveyors, and New Zealand
should be cqually progressive.  He regretted that 1r
Southland they had no quantity surveyor, and the
architects there cormplamed of the tune taken to get
Mr. George down to do thns worke, Apart from this
objection, he supperted the amendment.

Mr. Grenfell remarked that the work was made
easter in Dunechin for the reason that the methods of
Mr. George were well understood.  Tf architects
undertock the supplying of quantities, it would
mean that the work would have to be viewed from
a frezh standpoint in cach case, as there was ne set
systern of arriving at quantitics.

The amendment was adopted.

GREETINGS.

The President read a telegram from the Master
Pamiers' Conference 1n Wellington, reciprocating
the greetings of the Conference which had been for-
warded to them on the previous day.

DOMINION ORGANISER.

Mr. AMldenhall moved: “That during recess the
Executive assess the amount required from each As-
soctation to pay fur an orgamser {or the Dominion,
cach Association te arrange 113 own methods of
sccurtng its quota towards same helore next Con-
ference, and 1] promises given are amply sufficient to
provide the necessary {unds, the appointment to he
then considered.”’

Mr.o O'Connell seconded,

sro Mildenhall, speaking to the motion, sug-
gested that 1t was no use talking about appointing
an organiser until the money was forthcoming,  The
Foxecutive must have the money in sight before
aitempting anvthing practical, and cach Association
should find its quota.

Mr. Andrews read a telegram showing that the
butlding permits for five contres amounted to 2%
millions sterling. 2\ levy hased on this sum would
more than solve the question of providing £1,000
or 42,000 per annum.

Mr. Campbell thought they should knew what
amount per member would be required. The Ex-
ecutive should assess the amount to be provided by
the different centres, so that effect should be given
to the propesal to provide an organiser as soon as
pnssihle,

The chaieman thought it would be impossible to
get the matter ready befere next Conference.

Mr. Simpson recalled the remarks of Mr, Camp-
hell that the appointment of a Dominien organiser
would not henefit Hawke's Bay.  He would advo-
cate the appointment of one organiser for the Nort’
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Island, and another for the South Island.  FKach
Association should make the question a burning one,
and endeavour to have some workable scheme ready
for consideration at next Conference. If employees
could crganise, so could builders. What was
wanted was unanimity of opinion and of action.

Mr. Grenfell gave details of the financial position
of the Federation, and the probable cost of the
proposed organisers.

During subsequent discussion, AMr. Williamson
stated that Christchurch was waiting for the regis-
tration of new rules. When this was done, they
would procure a local organiser to get new members
in the first place, and then to help members gener-
ally. He favoured local organisers.

The Chaitrman read Mr. Meult’s proposal to the
1915 Conference, which was then supported by the
President. This plan was to appoint an advisory
officer at 4100 per annum, plus £1 15, for every day
he was away from home, and hotel and travelling
expenses. He favoured this plan.

Mr. Simpson suggested sccuring the mature
opinion of each Asscciation hefore launching out.
The Unions were strong organisations, and there
was a danger of builders being pushed to the wall
unless they organised in therr own defence.

Mr. Mildenhall considered that the funds should
be raised on the basis of membership of each Assoct-
ation, pre rata, and the method of collection should
be left te each Association. He was not in favour
of undue haste.

The Chawrman suggested leaving the matter in
the hands of the Executive, and asked if Conference
would be willing, in the cvent of favourable replies
being received from Associations, that the Exccutive
should appoint an organiser at once?

Mr. O'Connell: It would he better to make 1t
clear whether cne or two orgamsers would be re-
quired.

Mr. Winsor pointed out that the mction only
stipulated for one organiser.

Mr. Wilson suggested that the mover and
seconder should amend the motion so as to provide
for cne or two organisers, and 1f within six months
the replies were satisfactory, the Executive should be
empowered to make the appointments,

Mr. Mildenhall thereupon amended his motion to
read: “That during recess the Lxecutive assess the
amount required from each Association to pay for
an organiser or orgamisers {or the Deminion, each
Association to arrange its own methods of securing
its quota towards same hefore the rext Conference,
and if the promises given are amply sufficient to
provide the necessary funds, the appointment to he
then considered; provided that if at an earhier date
than next Conference the replies frem the various
branches are favourable, the Executive have power to
make the necessary appointment of such organiser
or organisers.’’

The motion, on being put 1n its amended form,
was carried,
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TECHNICAL EDUCATICN.

A remt from the New Zealand Technical School
Teachers’ Association relating to the value of tech-
nical education was read, and it was decided that
the Execcutive communicate with the Minister of
FEducation on the points raised,

ELECTION CF OFFICERS.

The Chairman {Mr. Mainland} said that he had
great pleasure in nommating Mr. Winsor for next
term as President. tle had always found that Mr.
Winsor tock great interest in the work of the
Federation, and that he was possessed of great
aclmen.

Mr. Willlamsan seconded the motion, which was
adopted with acelamation.

Mr. Winsor, in accepting office, expressed his
acknowledgment of the honour. He then took the
chair, which was vacated by Mr. Mamland.

The following officers were also elected:— Presi-
dent’s representative in Wellington, Mr. H. Main-
land (appointed by the President); Vice-President,
Mr. J. McCormack,; Treasurer, Mr. W. [. Clark
{re-clected” ; Executive Committee: Messrs, W. H.
Bennett, A, M. Wilson, and A, H. Mildenhali. ;
Hon. Auditors, Messrs, J. C. Brown and G. Dick;
Employers’ Federation Representatives: (a) Ad-
visory Board—-Mr, H. Mamland, (b) Parliamentary
Commuttee-—Ar. W, H. Bennett,

' FINANCE.

Mr. Campbell moved: “That the next levy be
SS_,’ .

The mover explained that the reduction would
be justifiecd by the fact that there would be no
expense for printing new conditions of contract.

AMr. Grenfell pomted out that acdditional expense
had heen caused through the necessity of engaging
counsel in connection with the dispute over new
conditions  of  contract,  This  was  absolutely
necessary in order to give all information and as-
sistance to the Association in so important a matter.
The special expense uneer this head might come to
about 4100

There being no seconder, the motion lapsed.

Mr. Camphbell remarked that he fully appreciated
what the Federation had done, and in putting for-
ward the moticn he was simply carrving out the
wishes of his Association. )

Mr. Nightingale moved: “‘“That the annual levy
be 10s."

This was seconded by Mr. Souster, and carried.

Alr. Simpsen meoved, and Mr. Williamson sec-
onded: “‘That the annual subscription to the
Employers’ Federation he £10 108"

Carried.

_ AUCKLAND INVITATION ACCEPTED.
- Mr Meorts, on behalf of the Auckland Associa-
tion, extended a very hearty invitation to the

Federation to hold 1ts next Conference in Auck-
land,
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Mr. Souster supported the invitation, and sug-
gested that some arrangement might be made to
meet 1n Rotorua.

The invitation to hold the next Conference in
Auckland was unanimously accepted.

It was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Mildenhall,
seconded by Mr. Preston, that the next Conference
be held on a suitable date in February, 1924.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT.

It was resolved that the drafting of a reply to
the Institute of Architects in regard to the conditions
of contract be left mn the hands of a special com-
mittee appointed te confer with the architects, with
the addition of Messrs. Mildenhall and Souster.

APPRENTICES,

The following motion was moved by Mr, Main-
land and carried unanimously: *'That in view of
the present and future probable shortage of skilled
workers, that each centre represented on this Federa-
tion be strengly recommended to make arrangements
for the placing of a fixed percentage of sclected
apprentices ta the carpentry and joinery trade each
year."'

Mr. Mainland remarked that he felt strongly the
responsibility on the trade to give more encourage-
ment, and to devote more attention to the trainmg
of lads who may be expected to form the future
members of the Federaton.  His idea was that
youths who had a natural ability, both practical and
theoretical, should be taken in hand by local Assoct-
ations and assisted and encouraged 1n every way, by
special monetary consideration and other suitable
reward.

VOTES OF THANKS.

On the motion of Mr. Mildenhall the following
resolution was unanimously carried; “That the
Dunedin Association be heartilv thanked for the
able and hospitable manner in which visitors have
been entertained.”

A hearty vote of thanks was also carried to the
retiring President and Executive for their services
to the Asscciation.

Finally, the Conference adopted a cordial vote
of thanks to Mr. A. S, Cookson (secretary of the
Durnedin Asscciation’, and to his assistant for their
capable help during the proceedings.

THE SOCIAL SIDE.

The delegates to the Annual Conference of the
New Zealand Federation of Master Builders were
splendidly entertained by their Duncdin  hosts,
and opportunity was taken te show appreciation of
this fact by presenting a handsome silver howl to

Mr. McCormack, President of the Dunedin Associa--

tion, The gift was handed over by the new Presi-
dent, Mr. W. H. Winsor {Christchurch), and was
suitably acknowledged by Mr. McCormack. It is a
pleasing coincidence that the previous presentation
of the kind was to Mr. Preston, of the Invercargill
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Assoclation, whose wife is a sister of the Dunedin
President.

Another presentation was made to Mr, H.
Mainland (Wellington), the retiring President of the
Federation, “‘in appreciation of his unselfish service
to the New Zealand Federation,”” as an inscription
stated on the silver-mounted oak tray and solid
silver tea service which Ar. Winsor handed to Mr.
Mainland at the convival gathering on the day
following the conclusion of business.  Mr. Mamland
replied, expressing appreciation of the fine gift, and
the pleasure which he had derived {rom his efforts to
render service te the huilders of the Dominion.

The Dunedin Association provided a splendid
day's outing for the visitors. They first inspected
the Abbotsford Tile Works, and were then motored
to Mosgicl, Outram, and Henley, where an excellent
luncheon was served.  Then the party proceeded by
launch to Tateri Mouth, the trip being greatly en-
joved.  After refreshments had been provided, the
motors took the party by a thirty-mile route along
the beach to Dunedin, where, in the evening, at the
Farly Settlers’ Hall, the annual banquet was held,
among those present being the Mayor of Dunedin
“Mr. Douglas), and Messrs. Geo. Siumpson and
Clark, two of the oldest members of the Federation.
Alr. McCormack, President of the Federation, pre-
sided.

Town Planning.

SURVEYORS INTERESTED.

The Institute of Architects has ready done
good service fo lown planning by reviving the sub-
ject.  Editorial comment in the ''Auckland Star”
induced Mr. Arthur H. Bridge, President of the
New Zealand Institute of Surveyors, to write to the
“Star” showing that the surveyors’ crganisation is
taking practical steps in the matter.  Mr. Bridge
stated :—

Your leading article on this subject and the re-
ported remarks made at the annual meeting of the
New Zealand Institute of Architects are of particu-
lar interest to survevors. I should like to state that
the New Zealand Institute of Survevors has been
interesting 1tself 1n town planning for years, as evi-
denced by the presidential addresses delivered at
its annual meetings. Further, representations have
on various occasions been made to the authorities
on the subject.  Within the past few months the
Hon, Minister of lands has heen communicated
with, urging that comprehensive town planning
legislation should be brought before Parliament.
The members of the surveying profession are the
persons best able to give expert advice on the re-
quirements of the Minister, the various Acts, and
lacal authorities with repard to sub-divisions inte
“towns,” and knew {rom long experience the
difficulty that exists vnder the present system 1n co-
ordinating these various requirements, and at the
same time evolving a scheme of sub-division which
will be acceptable to their clients,
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With™ reference to reported remarks made
at the Architect’'s Annual Meeting in connece-
tion with the roading of estates by surveyors, the
examples we have had in New Zealand of how
architects subdivide land have not been happy ones.
The New Zealand Institute of Survevors will be
only too pleased to mect other bodies and persons
interested and discuss this important subject with
them. In the meantime, 1t 15 continuing 1ts endeav-
ours quietly and unostentatiously to have the
method of control over ""township’ sub-divisions
improved.—1 am, etc.,

ARTHUR H. BRIDGE,
President N.Z. Institute of Surveyors.

—

Chair of Architecture.

REQUEST T AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY COUXNCIL.

AUCKLAND ARCHITECTS' DEPUTATION.

A deputation from the Auckland branch of the
New Zealand Institute of Architects waited upon the
Auckland University Ccuncil recently i connection
with the advocacy of the desirability of instituting a
Chair of Architecture at Auckland. Mr. H. C.
Grierson, President of the branch, stated that the
Institute was pleased t¢ have an opprrtmity of
raising the cuestion again. As stated i a Jetter
before the Council, the establishment of a Chair of
Architecture had been suggested aboul two yeurs
ago, and mm order te demenstrate that they were
earncst in thewr proposal, members had undertaken
- to find guarantees of financial support. The
matter had since heen placed belore a fair number
of persons interested in architecture, and although,
to speak figuratively, the surface had only been
scratched, the som of £24°6 had been promised.
This would be pavable over a perind of three years.

A HIGHER STANDARD SOUGHT.

Whilst the Aovckland architects were prepared tr
assist the existing school of architecture in every
way, they felt that sometling on a2 more advanced
and modern scale was necessary., /A man from
abroad, continued Mr. (Grierson, who possessed a
sound knowledge of modern architectural principles
and ideals was required. Such a man would be in-
valuable, since be could give the whale of his time
to the students. Manifestly, it was 1mpossible for
an architect 1n practice to devote adequate energy to
the teaching of classes at night. A theroughlv
trained man of the modern school would do much to
improve the standard of architecture in the De-
minton.

BOOKS ON ARCHITECTURE.

Mr. R. A. Lippincott expressed himself strongly
on the lack of books on architeclure in the Public
Library. It was a public shame. An adequate
supply of the best books on the subject was essential
to the artistic development of the country.

~ “There are 1,300-books on the Fine Arts;includ-
ng architecture, and more than 2,000 books dealing
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with the Useful Arts, including every form of build-
ing construction, sanitary plumbing, etc., in the
l.eys Institute,”” remarked Dr. Leys.

I’rofessor Thomas said the matter of a Chatr
of Architecture was only a problem of financial ways
and mcans,  The salary of a competent man would
be quite 41,000, The Institute had only £420 pre-
nusedd, and that was not enough fur one year,

A member of the deputation said it would be
nossible to raise a larger sum 1f it were known that
sumething definite would be done.

Dr. Leys {Chairman of the Council): It 1s hardly
an opportune time to ask for funds. As 1t is, we
have to appeal to the public for at least 420,000 for
our new huilldings.

EDUCATION REFLECTED.

On hehalf of the architects 1t was further stated
that young men entering the profession were not
trained sufficiently at the beginning of their careers.
They worked along on a more or less rudimentary
knowledge until they had learned by experience
much of what they should have known at the outset.
In Fngland and America architectural education was
develaping very fast, whilst France had a splendic
svstem, wherehy a talented student, no matter what
his financial resources, could obtain a sound edu-
cation.  This was rellected in the magnificence of
the architecture of French cities. New Zealand
was @ yeung country, and the present was the time
to make a move.  Architects played a prominent
part in the building of cities, and any lack of edu-
cational facilities would assuredly be reflected 1n the
avpearance of the cities.

A SPRCIAL GRAXNT REQUIRED,

Dr. [evs said the Council's balance was rather
too much on the wrong side of the ledger to consider
the propesal unless a special grant could be obtained.
It did not seem that there was much hope of getting
such a grant at the present time.  The members of
Courcil, however, were In entire sympathy with the
movement, as was shown by their appointment of
lectureships n architecture.

Mr. Grierson stated that the architects intended
to revive the town planning movement, and a chair
of arcnitecture would help this considerably.

Professor Scgar suggested that the architects
should go directly to the Government and seek a
special grant. The Council could hack them up.

Mr. Grierson: We fear that our request would he
as 4 voice crying in the wilderness.

Professor Thomas: Oh, no! It would at least
let the Government see what the architects desired.
If a joint deputation from Institute and Council
sought the (GGovernment’s assistance, 1t would help
materiallv. If it were possible to get engineering
grants 1t should be possoble to get a smaller one
for architecture,

After further discussion the architects were ad-
vised to seek assistance direct from the Government,
and the Councii referred the matter to the Educa-
tion Committee.
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Mr. Ingoid's Building Estimates.
A MISAPPREHENSION.

Wi reference to the statements made by Mr. A
.. Ingoid, of Brisbane, on the subject of the cost of
building in New Zealand, the Auckland Master
Builders’ Asscciation reports that members of its
executive held a conference with Mr, Ingoid. The
President of the Assceiation, Mr. F. J. Fawcett,
stated yesterday that as a result of the discussion it
transpired that there had been an entire misunder-
standing 111 regard to the class of building on which
the dispute was hased.  The conference, Mr,
Fawsett said, left the members of the executive
satishied bevond all doubt, as a result of Mr.
Ingcid’s own statements, that they had completely
refuted his allegations.

Building Notes.

VUCKRLAND.

Twenty-nine  building  permits, including 14 for
dwellings, were dssued by the Mount Albert Borough
Council during the three weeks ended on February 4.
The total value of the bulidings was £135,254, of which
Arigzo was for houses. From April, 1912, to date, 07
permits, mnvolving an expenditure of £167,212. have been
1ssucd in the horough.  These figures include 173 permits
for dwellings, the total value of which was £130.016.

Building permits totalling £subs5 have been granted
v the Birkenhead Council, including  additions to the
Foresters’ Hall, aut an cstimated cost of £3420. Prepara-
fons are 1o progress for the ercctivn, in concrete. of
vight shops in Mokoia Road.

At Takapuna the Town Cherk reports that from April
ot to date, 270 building permitz, of a4 value of Z1i6.016.
have heen 1ssued.  lncluded in the permits were those for
157 dwellings, valued at £i1v00.003.

One Tree Hitl Road Board udvise that the wial value
of building permits issued during January was £7810.
Permits for dwellings amounted 1o £705%, and for garages
to L3577
An extensive scheme of improvenents is contempiated
by the Ellerslic Town Board. In addition te compre-
hensive road propesals, it 15 intended (o erect a block of
buildings, including a hall, with Board offices and zhops.

At o recent meeting of the Auckland University
College Council. it was decided to authorise the archi-
tects to call tenders for the instzllation of a hot-watcl
heating system. It was also decided to ask the architects
to confer with certain of the tenderers with a view to
seeing how far the price for the lighting system can be
reduced without injuring the svstem. The Council alse
considered in committee o proposal to instal steel case.

ment window frames of English manufacture ip the pew.

buildings ut an additional cost of £300, and this was
subsequently agreed to.

An important feature of  bhuilding activity m and
around Auckland during the last vear has been the large
number of shops, or shops and dwellings combined, that
have been erected in the nearer suburban districts. There

as recently heen erected two new blocks of shops  at
Victoria Avenue, and two brick shups are nearing com-
pletion at Remucra terminus, whereas in the vicinity of
Roval Oak, over zo shops have heen erected during the
vear. At Newmarket, also, within the last three months,
permits for the crection of ten new shaps have been
tssued, al a totul cost of nearly £ooow. One of the most
important of Auckland’s suburban building projects iz the
erection of a2 new municipal block at Newmarket, the cost
of which will be £13,000. This will contain five offices
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for the Borough Council, four shops, a secial hall, library
and reading room. In Mount lden district a block ot
ten shops, 1in reinforced concrete, 1s in course of erection,
and at Dominion Road a threatre and three shups are
nearing completion. In various other suburbs this par-
ticular phase of building activity is also evident.

ARAROA.

The Canterbury Haospttal Board has decided to erect
a new hospital on the site selected n Akaroa, at an
approximate cost of £8,000,

FRANKTON.

The scheme for the ercetion of a Library at Frunkion
is making good progress. Mr. . B. Jolly has given the
Hamilten Burough Council a suitable site for the insti-
tution, and the Council has autherised the expenditure of
£2000 on a building. Tenders for the work arc now
being called. An application is heing made to the Car-
negic Trust for a grant of L1500 for the purpase of pro-
viding a lending department  in connection with the
library.

TE ARCHA.

The Te Aroha TFire Board has accepted the tender of
Mr. J. A. Morse a local builder, for the crection of a new
ferro-concrete fire station, two storevs high. comprising
motor room, social hall, committee room, and sleeping
accommodation for several firemen. The contract price
1§ £1423.

WATUKU.

The Franklin Memorial Hospital, which has recently
been completed for the Auckland Hospitat Board to the
design of Mr. G. W. Allsop, architect to the Board. has
cost 413,000 to build,  Of this £1,500 was contributed by
the residents of the district.

WELLINGTOXN.

The engincer reports to the Lower Hutt Dorough
Council that during the past fortnight building permits
have been issued as follow:—One shop £1,500. five dwell-
ings £4,525, one garage £45. Total £6070. Councillor
Mitchell stated that if the average was kept up it would
reach £130,000 for the vear.

Various works that will result in improvements in the
city of Wellington are (o be started shortly. The Hos-
pital 1s to be enlarged and improved at o cost of over
£1o0,000, and the Kaiwarra Bight of the harbour is to
be filled in. This work will cnable the much-needed new
railway station ta be built A retaining wall will he
necessary, and 1t will take 34 vears to construct.

Messrs, Clere and Clere, Wellington., and Mr. J. T
Mannix, New Plymouth, joint architects, invite tenders.
closing April 1gth, for the erection (in reinforced con.
crete] of St. Patrick’s Church, Palmerston North.

il

Patents of Interest to Builders.

COXNCRETE BUILDING.—A patent, No, 48,474, has been
taken out by A. N. Macnicol, of Melbourne. This inven-
ticn relates to improvements in the manufacture of con-
crete buildings, and has for its object to provide means
whereby the various parts to form a complete structure
are made at a base where the wall-panels, roof-trusses,
roof-covering, ceiling-pancls, and the like are prepare:d in
readiness for transporting to any building site for crecting
The invention esscntially consists in forming each part of
a building in panel form by mecans of horizontal moulds,
and these make the form of such a shape that colunin-
connected by horizontal members are produced, fitted in
with a wveil of lesser thickness, the columns and hori-
zontal members being reinforced in the usuul manner.
the veils being reintorced by wire-netung, expanded metal,
or any other suitable reinforcing-means. A principal
feature is the provision of means for securing the studs
inte the wall-pancls so as to prevent the displacement
thereof, and further means to prevent the studs from
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CLERE & WILLTAMS,
ARCHITECTS aND $STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS,
88 CUSTOMHDUSE QQuay,
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MODELS.
Architeets can have true seale models prepared by

WM. M, McLEOD,
Balgownie,
Gonville,

Wanganui.

The Best of Work Guarenleed.

LIFTS

There ave many Points of Supericrity in the High-
grade Lifts for
PASSENGERS or GOODS
Made by
A. & P, STEVEN, Provanside Engine Works, GLASGOW
whose equipmeut has an ceuviable reputation for Relia-
bility and Efficioncy. Installed for I3 the King, the
Admiralty, Glasgow Corporation, and many other users
who Insist on the best ohtainable.

Further information, Catalogues nnd Quotations
from the Scle Agents;

TOLLEY ¢ SON, L”

26 HARRIS ST., WELLINGTON

— .0, Box 665, —

AUCKLAND WAR MEMORIAL MUSEUM
COMPETITION,

PHOTOGRAPHS OF PRIZE-WINNING DESIGNS.

For Sale—26 whole-plate photographs, illustrating the
complete designs submitted by the first three placed com-
petitors,

Price 30s. post free,
‘ Apply Box 481, G.P.0., Weilington.
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loosening when same have expanded through contact with
wet concrete and then shrunk. According to the inven-
tion, the wall-panels 1 arc formed in horizontal moulds,
the longitudinal reinforcing rods 2 and vertical rods 3
being in position prior to the green concrete being pourced,
and when the panel is st 1t is removed from the maoul.l
Piers 63 and dovetailed openings 5 are provided for the

e,

|45

SRR ILEL Y

L

in the moulding operation, the dovetailed epening 3 hein
formed in half -0 that when two wall-panels are abutting
it forms o comyplete dovetail. Whete the reinforcing-bars
2 pass into the plers 64 a hole 1s provided therein, and
also through the rveinforcing-bar, so that when the holt-

and 8§ are passed therethrough to hald the panels to
gother there 13 litthe possibility of the piers breaking when
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the tension used in tightening the bolts 15 applied. The
pilers 6A are provided with dovetailed openings g to ac-
commodate studs 1o which are tapered both transversely
and longitudinally, so that when shrinkage occcurs the
studs have a tendency to fall to the fower part of the pun .
and thereby automatically wedge themselves into position -
also dovetailed openings 8a are arranged horizontally to
accommodate members gB, to which the intcrnal lining 1s
also secured. A dovetailed opening 11 is formed on the
cornet 12 of the wall-panels which abut on an angle 13,
each pancl being formed so that when the abutting panels
are iR position they are either in line or at right angles
to each other. although by making the angle 13 to suit
any projection may be obtained. When the wall-panels
ar¢ 1n position, mternal wall-covering 13 may be secured
to the studs 1o 1n any suitable way, thus providing a
sound wall-structure suitable for any class of building.
When the wall-panels 1 are in position, and it is desired
te place the roof-truss or principal thoreon, they are alse
formed ready for crection upon the wall-panels.

CONCRETE BLoOCK MOULL.—A patent, No. 48,434, has
been taken out by W. McKay, of Sydney. The invention
consists in forming diagonally divided container moulds.
with means for tonguing and grooving individual blocks
and for the production of “rock” or ether irregular faces
by means of inset slip-nlates, and further for the pro-
vision of withdrawable divizional plates which are slid-
able hotizontaily through slits in the casing into and out
of position, thereby to free them for other use without
infuring green goods and also to free the enclosing mouls
to enable it to be opened up to leave an assembly of
moulded blocks or slabs, standing on the table or slah
where thev are produced. there to set and scason, Other
features are included. The illustration is a top plan
showing two l-shaped casing-moulds secured together by
corner-bolts at the diagonally opposite opening corners
and the cnclosed space subdivided by three longitudinal
slide-plates and two cross-plates, There is also included

DOWN WITH VERMIN!

ALy people unconsciously encourage vermin
on the one hand, and spend large sums of
money to exterminate it, on the other. One
form of unconscious encouragement is the use
of scrim. The Health Authorities are right
against serim, for it harbours dirt, bugs, lice
and other pests. and is thoroughly insanitary,

. Rip that Scrim Off
Replace with PABCO

or Amiwud Walilboards, They are Sanitary,
Artistic and  Permanent; and you will find
them ideal for panelling your walls or ceil-
ngs,  \Write us for full particulars.

Pabco and Amiwud Wallboards are on sale
al leading Hardware Stores and Merchants
throughout the Dominion,

Aubrey Guaﬁ& Company

149~151 Featherston Street,
WELLINGTON. ‘

PUBLISHED ANNUATLLY.

—THE —

LONDON DIRECTORY

with Provincial & Foreign Sections,
enables traders to communleate direct with
MANUFACTURERS and DEALERS

in London and in the Provineial Towns and Iandustrinl
Centres of the United Kingduomw and the Continent of
Eurcpe.  The names, addresses and other details are

classified uuder more than ¢,000 trade headings, including
EXPORT MERCHANTS

with detsiled partieulars of the Goods shipped und the
Colonial an: Foreign Markets supplied;

STEAMSHIP LINES

arvanged under the Ports to which they sail, and indicating
the appreximate Sailings.

One-inch BUSINESS CARDS of Firms desiring to extend
their conneciions, or Trade Curds of

DEALERS SEEKING AGENCIES

ean be printed at a co-t of £1 10s. for each trnde heading
under which they ave inserted. Larger advertisements
from £2 to £18,

A cepy of the divectory will be sent by parcel post for £2,
nett einsh with order.

THE LONDON DIRECTORY CO. Ltd.
25 Abhchurch Lane, London, E.C. 4,
England.

HBUSINEES ESTABLISH:ED 108 YEARS.




168 N.Z. BUILDING PROGRESS.

- V\.ir P II : 4
Sy T 1
I
F ‘ ‘\ Era I‘ .
:A._f J" = lf"' o ’é‘-ﬁ:i

the supplementary mould-sheets for forming rock faces or
like moulded patterns on the blocks, and the means for
forming end grooves in the hlocks to “Facilitate grouting.

Bricx ar TiLk.--A patent, No. 38,101, has heen taken
out by T. A, McDfeaell, of Hastings, which copsists es-
sentially in the admixture of pumice, cement, and shingle
sand mixed with the requisite amount of water to form a
cement ,1],zﬂr1g1tv suhstantialty in the proportion of six
o ecight part= of pumice to one of cement and one of
shingle sand. The shingle sand has the cffect of making
the nails hold farst in the brick.

Professzona[ @zrectory

W. d. Prouse and W. H. Gummer,

AN ZILA, ARLBA, ANZTA
Registered Architects.

, 11 Custoshonse Quay.
Wellington.
Tel. 1347

2l N.Z Dnsitranee Dldgs.,
Aneliland,
Tel, L3044

RICHARD 0. GROSS,

Sculptor.

Having extensive Studio and Workshop experience,
carries out work iu all materials,
Arehitects’ Details cavefully  executed.

Stating Strect, Newmerhet,
AUCKLAND.

] Telephone 3193
| William M. Page

! Registered Architec
‘ F.N.Z.1LA. ucentiate RILB.A
| Hoyal Exchange Building,
‘ 115, Custom Heuwse Quay.
Wetlington,

] Teicphone 3534

Coombs & White,

AARIRAL
Architects.
26, Powling Street,
Dunedin.
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A Self-Contained Industry!!

Endean’s Buildings -

Worth £250,000 per Annum to
the Dominion.

4 Bis Reasons

‘Patriotic and Eccnomic)

WHY ARCHITECTS SHOULD SPECIFY

‘“Moose’ Brand
Linseed Oil.

1. “Aloose’ Brand Linseed Cil 15 made in
New Zezland from New Zealand grown
seed, and is cqual i quality, 1f not superior,
to the best imported.

2. You will help to retain in the Domimon
£150,000 per anpum that has hitherto been
sent abroad. This meneyv spent in the Do-
minion will provide additional employment
on the {arms — additional revenue for
the Railwavs, Coastal Steamers, Harbour
Boards, Carriers, Coopers, Box Malers, etc,

3. It is difficult to estimate the real value
of the resultant by-product Linseed Cilcake.
This fed to Dairy Cows and other Stock
would cffect an all-round Improvement in
condition, and would increase production to
the extent of about £ 100,000 per annum; be-
sides effecting a permanent 1mpr0\emem to
the pastures, wi mth many thousands of
pounds annually.

4. £350,000 has been spent in establishing
this mdustry, the success of which means the
development of the resources of the Do-
minion and the establishment of other in-
dustries,

‘N.Z. Cattlecake & Oil Co. Ltd.

LINSEED OIL AND MEAL MANU-
FACTURERS,

AUCKLAND
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Beaver Board makes the best Wall Lining.

Jue of the many baantifnl nowmes in which Beaver Boa.rd is used Supnlicd in punels 36 ins. and 43 ios, wide by 8t to 16 6 leng

Write for sawpulas end illnstrated ppurphlets to

BRISCOE & Co., Ltd., sole New Zealand Agents.
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The

are obtained when the conceptive
vision and designing ability of the
Printer are fittingly interpreted by
an efficiently crgamised, and well-

equipped staff of skilled craftsmen.
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