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paring, according to the evidenee of their loan sche-
dules. The Hon. C. J, Parr, Minister of Kduecation,
has put the difficullies of the position inte a nuf-shell
when he informed a deputation of educationists that
he feared that he must call a halt on school huilding
programmes unless he can get better value for the
money, “hecanse.” he said, “‘the threeqnartors of a
million glloeated for the purpose is effectively waorth
to-day only £400,000."" This is one of the eauscs of
the eomparative failure of the public elfort in con-
nection with housing.

Though all the resources of the State

Labour are behind the Housing Department,
and it has been so hampered by the (iffi-
Nationals, cnlties of shortage of materials and
lahour that these two subjects ceccupy

the hulk of its annual report to Parliament. Some
very illuminating facts appear. Tt is shown that
when the Government displaved the greatest aclivity
and optimism over ifs housing programme—when
houses were heing scheduled by the hundred—no
huilders conld be got to tender. TFwo hnundred dwel-
lings were wanted in one instanee. and the most elas-
tie conditions were specified. The tenderer conld
inalke his choiee of materials, and submit his own de-
signs, “‘vet only two small tenders were received for
complete dwellings at & reasonable price.” The ehief
obstaele to huilding operations has heen in ohtaining
supplies of maferials, gtates the Housing renort. Tn
view of the faet that pracically all the dwellings now
under construetion arve of conerete. the recent short-
age of cement has greatly intensified the difficulties
to he met: hut the decision of the Beard of Trade tn
allocate cement in accordance with the ureenev of
requirements, nlacing workers’ dwellines secomd on
the list. shonld have the effect of laresly removine
this difficulty in foture. The shortage of tHimber also
has heen marked, hut the Department bas recentlv
overeome this to some extent hy arranging for the
nurchase of Iavge cnantities divectlv from the mills,
Tn November last the Department arraneed for the
importation of considerable cuantities of ather ma-
torials. sueh as roofing-iron and ather hardware. and
these are now almost all to hand. Tn this connection
it may he noted In jostification of the Denartmoent s
aetion that while the current price of rnofine-ivon in
Hew Zealand is €75 a ton. a shipment of 200 tans
arranged for hv the Department was recently Tanded
at g cost of €43 a ton. The ITonsine Superintendent
has investieated the couses of shortage of lahonr in
the building trade. His report goes straight to the
heart of the trouble, showing that nnless we have an
inflnx of artisan immigrants, the diffenlty s too
deep-roated for local solution :—*Tn order 1n digelose
one canse of this shortace T have obtained informa-
tion showing that in the varions Duilding trades
there has heen a great falling-off in the namber of
apprentiaes since five years ago. Tn the earpenterine
trade, for instance, the emnloyers in the prineipal
towns in the Deminion emploved in April, 1914, 391
aporentices. To keep pace with the inerease in popu-
lation this number should have inereased hy April,
1919, fo 405, yet the numher employed hy the same

employers was only 245—not much move than half.

only in the building trade bt in most oceupations
alls for serious and urgent attention.”’

An offer by feur of the largest hnild-
e fivms in Wellington 1o coneentratfe
their reseurees for one vear upon the
building ol small dwellinegs, and thus
gel il of The shortage, has attracted a oveat deal of
publie attention.  The seheme. on the face of it is
Just the thing to grip the imagination, and raise hieh
hopes, espeeially as it invelves the nost complete
kind of eo-aperation between canital and Inhoe, the
Imilding frades mnions heing  joint partners  with
the emiplovers in the sehewe. Our enthusiasin is not
at fever-heat aver the project, heesnse we have the
ovidence of the Tlousine Report to show that the
higoest areanisating in this eonpive. 1lie State, has
ot achieved much in a fwelve-menth of effort, and
half a million sterline to haslk it We wearaesied gnite
a vear agn that 1he State miehi he able to do nseful
thines 1T its aveanteation wag contred on 1he hengine
nrohlenr, bt the Siate doeg not germ able fa yiee
snipevior to labone shortage ar rosteicted sonnlice of
material, and we Fear that the hie en-onevative Tadld-
ing seheme will fall down for similav peasons, Theve
is more hnildine of honses ooing en fo-dav than most
neonle realise. There arve the workers dwellines con-
tracts, and inmunierahle private enntracis. The Iatter
are usuallv mdertaken he emall firms of workine
bailders who have o team of men thavronehly aeens.
trmed fo this specinl work of buildine dwellives TF
thev ean oet supniiog, thev arve extremely efficient in
theiv methads. What will hannen ta (hese  nsefil
workine feams of honve huilders if a elant coonpneoa.
five huilding areanisation affers sneh hich vames thad
the majority of the building  trode emnlovees pre
attracted thereto?  Aud what will happen to the
architeets dnring the twelve months ecenpied by the
cxperimet 7 Alvesdy the Inilding frade is eontroll-
afl at all points—official anthorisation of the Jobh. and
official contrel over distvibution of 21 fmportant ma-
terials, Tf to this iz added a eoneeniration of Iabonr
nnder the control of four hie Wdlders. thus drawing
away cemplovees from the smaller werkine frms, we
are afraid that the consequent disloeation of 1he
whole industry will have worse permanent resnlts
than the evil the seheme is intended to vemeve, Oue
legislators are heginning to suspeet that e small
builder has alveady heen too hadly treafed.  The
Pritne Minister was questioned in the TTouse ahout
the operation of the vent vestriction leeislation. Dr
Newman. of Wellington Fast, sugeesting that it had
foreed ont of husiness the spernlative huilder, who—
whatever his ather fanlts—actually did huild liouses
with eelerity. Mre. Massey. in veply. hinted that the
overnmert might hiave fo oo bask o Tittte on it~
restrictive leaislation owing te the fact that it seomed
to have frightened out private epderprise in hinnee
building. thoueh he added that this legiclation in-
posing an 8 per eent. Timit on vent in relation to
capilal vahie dars not apply to new dwellings, Tt is
quite a novelly to find people speaking np in friendly
terms for the speenlative builder. T is ancther in-
stanee of a benefit not heing appreciated until it has

Co-operative
Building.

The shoartage of apprentices and skilled workers notmdismf"‘“t‘ed!



