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only mentioned in order to demonstrate that it hagc
been wuniversally assumed thai the milter had
good title to both his sawmill license and veserved
areas; otherwise no sare man would incur such a-
expenditure to work a bush of 400 acres, giving hin
perhaps three years’ work.

Question of Export.

“Before dealing with the effeet of the Mnister’s
intended actlon, we may consider the question of
export. There is good ground for elaiminy that if
the Minister’s proposals were equitable when appli-
ed to other parts of the Dominion, which we deny,
they should not he enforced on the West Coasi,
The export trade to Australia in rimu had its origin
in the Grevmouth-Tlokitika distriet, and larse sums
were spent in introducing the timber to Australia,
some eight or ten years ago. In those davs the
West Coast sawniiller was tolerated, and found en-
ployment for labour and ecapital hy shipping to
Australia when the Dominion market failed to ah-
sorb the output. He was stiil talerated in the earlier
part of the war period, when he found lToading fov
steamers which would otherwise have gone empty
to Australia, and kept his mills running in spite cf
the stagnation in the Thominion timber trade. But
towards the end of the war period prices in Aus-
tralia began to rise, and other sawmilling. districts
hegan to seek the Australian husiness to the negleet
of their natural markets. The West Coast millers
never failed to supply their home markets Welling-
ton and Christchureh, so far as tonnage was avail-
able, and anv shortage which exists or has existed
in these centres 1s due, so far as the Wert Coast
is concerned, to lack of tonnage only. The outery
raised by the builders and buttermen over the al-
leged shortage of timher, ultimately led 1o the ra-
strictions on export which have been in foree for
the last vear or s0. They were probably at no time
neeessary as applied to this part of the Dominios,
but are heing adininistered hy the Board of Trade
with complete satisfaetion to Wost Coast millers,

‘Tt was early reeognised that the sawmillers’ po
sition here is totally different from that in most
other parts of New Zealuand, where they have direct
rail communication with their markets, Tt wag
seen that it was immaterial what source supplied
the Dominion markets, so long as their Jdemands
were met; and the commonsense plan was adopted,
in effeet, of Tetting cach distriet find its natural ont-
tet, provided the wants of the Dominion are first
supplied.  The Australian market is the second
natural outlet for the West Coast, Canterhury be.
ing the first. At the moment, more steamers are
available for the coastal trade than ihere have
heen for vears, and there is sowme prospecl of stock-
ing up the vards in Canterhury,  After this is done,
there will be a reversion to the old arder af things,
when it was necessary lo send half the output to
Australia,

Limitation of OQOutput.
“‘But it 1s at this poeint that the Commissioner of
Forests steps in and says that iy the issne of a Ga-
zette he will ent down the production of every mill
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by half, so soon as the miller has eut out his saw.
mill leense and desires to acquire one of his re-
served areas instead. The fact that this may hap-
pen to-morrow or three years hence does not make
the position any better. Indeed it makes the ac-
tion of the Commissioner of Forests all the more
inexcusable and unjust, for it means closiny up one
mill to-morrew, while another may have three years'
unrestricted run. Further, it will operate direetlv
i the interests of the miller-frecholder. who will
not he interfered with, while the man or Crown
land will be squeezed out. It is ineredille that such
an undemocratic reaetionary policy can be (ndorsed
by the men who form the National Government,

“The cynieal indifference with which the Minister
regards the extinetion of a man’s means of living is
& vevelation,”” the statement concludes. ¢ He zaid
in so many words at Hokitika, that, if the Deminion
trade was not enough to keep all the mills going,
the number of mills must be veduced, It n ed hard-
¥ he asked which would be the first to g under.
the big men or the little.  'We have denlt anly with
the outrageous injustice which the Minister Pro-
poses to perpetrate, and have not toushed on his
ridiculous theories as to ‘demarcation, regeners-
fion,” and sn forth. Perhaps we may be 2tlowed at
u Tater date fo sav something ahout the hare-brained
sehemes of his forestry advisers.'

Timber Trade.

Government Forestry Policy.

West Coast Protests,

In response to a request from a “Post?’ reporter,
Rir Franeis Bell, Commissioner of Stute Forests,
reeently made the followine statement regarding
his canference with leeal hodies and millevs on tha
West Coast of the Sonth Tsland

“T was invited to meet a conference of various
local bodies of the West Cloast of the South Tsland
at Hokitika on 1st Julv to hear their ohjections
and those of the sawmillers of the West Coast to
the reeent forestry legislation and regulations, and,
on myv part, to explain their effect. There was a
very large attendance, including representstives of
all Tocal hodies, of the sawmilling industry, and of
chambers of commerce,  Addresses were delivered
by several gentlemen, putting hefore me the varioas
objections to the legislation and regulations as af-
feeting the meome of loeal bodies and goreral in-
dustries of the West Coast. The loeal hodies are
entitled to a part, and in some areas to k¢ whole
¢f the rovalties derived hy the State From timber
cut upon Crown lands, but are not entitled to any
part of the revenme from rovalties in State forests,

md therefore the recent proclamafion of a large

part of the timber mining areas of the Wost Const
wotttd have later the effeet of redncing the revenus
of loeal authorities, and has the immerlinte effeat
of superseding the authority of the wardern, whose
Jurisdiction does not extend over State forests. T
admitted at once to the conference that the revenue



