the West Coast to Australia. The present poliey
would lead to the most disastrous famine New Zca-
tand ever had experienced.  Kvery organisation in
the Dominion should support the Government in a
secheme of afforestation, but it must be on com-
mereial Tines,  In Mago there were millions of acres
that could e replanted. He wondered if the coun.
try’s gains from tens of thousands of cleaved and
grassed Tund in the Wairarapa was equivalent to the
gain it would have had if the forest was left stand-
meg,  The countrywas galloping o the bad at an
alarming rate.

Messrs Harbuit, Mainlund, and Black were ap-
pointed o committee to wo to the question and
frame a remit for the confercnce to submit to the
Governtient,

Raetihi.

According to Mr J, Recd, seevetary of the Timber
Workers” Union, who huas Just retwrned frow an
organising tour of the country distriets, the town-
ship of Ractihi, whieh was swept by fire last vear,
is now praetically back to norwmal,  There i1s hut
Iittle evidence of the reeent disaster.  Many of the
mills that were destreyved have been rvebuilt, and
other wills have comwe nto existence.  Mr Reed
stated that there is evidence that the timber indus-
try on the Main Trunk line is approaching a hoom,
The mills would prohably absorh a great number of
nen, aud so orelieve, to some extent, the unemploy-
went diffieulty.  The elesing down of the Haxinills
would release about 700 men, and it would seem
that considerable difficulty will he experienced in
placing these,

[

Historic Trees.

Sacrificed to the War.

The war made a phenomenal deain on the fovests
of Mranee wnd England.  Thaber way required in
enorntous quantities for military purposes, and soine
of the most precious of trees, trees with great lis
tory interest have had to be destroyed.

One of the most picturesque and memorable picees
of work by the Canadian Forester Corps in England
was the felling of the ' William the Congqueror
Oulk,’? which steod bheneath the king's window at
Windsor.

For several reasons this was perhaps the most
remarkable tree in the British Isles. Tt was move
than 1000 years old.  Authentie records show that
it was standing as long ago as 900 A.D. The tree
was thirty-eight and oue-half feet in diameter an
the base.

1t was felled at the request of the king.
was rotten, but it was still bearing folinge aud
vearly adding new wood.,  Cave had been exereised
through the centuries to preserve it a cireular fence
sereening it from the deer. 1t was sixty-five foet

Its heart
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high, with a wide, hranching top. With all their
experience with trees the Cainadians havdly knew at
first how to get it down. Their ordinary crosseut
gaws are only five feet in length, hut for this gi-
gantic oal they newd a saw seme fifteen feet in
length,  Such a saw they ordered; and it was finally
delivered, hut not until the enterprising Canadian
spirit Tund solved the problem.  Into the heart of the
trunk u hole was ent and a sawyer placed inside.
The sawyver inside working with the fellow outside,
cut gradually arvound the trunk until the ancient
monareh fell,

The heart of the tree was eleaned out and the
hole fitted with cement to avert further deeay. The
wood is suseeptible of the most heautiful polish and
doubtless the man portion of the trunk will keep
permanently, some  swall souvenivs have heen
given away. Needless to say, they would command
farge prices if sold at auetion.  In a typieally Cana-
dian log eabin huilt for the king st Windsor, the
mantelpieee is made  of wood from  the old oak.
There is not a wail in it. The logs, which ave of
tavel, ure fastened with wooden pins.  The roof is
of hark, the floor logs were hewn with an axe, and
they rest on pillars. No plane was used on any
part of the building.  The lLarel was the only tree
that could be tound straight and large enough for
the eabin,

The Conadinn Joresters in Windsor park becane
acquainted with  another extragrdinary  tree. T
was 4 huge beech, with branches extending in a 1ra.
dius of sixtyv-cight feet frow the centre of the rrunk.
Beneath ils leafy rool on one seeasion 2500 Canadian
troops assembled for religious serviees.—Melhourne
Fxehange.

Southland Beech,

In August, 191%) the Southland and Otago Co-op-
crative Timber  Company forwarded to the State
Forests Branch of the Department of Lands and
survey a sample of Southland heech (Fagus Men-
ziesi) to e tested ny to its suitability as a butter-hox
timher.  The Departinent handed over the timber to
the Dairy DPivision of the Department of Agricul
ture to be thoroughly tested, and the following let-
ter conveying the result has now been received -
‘I have the honour to inforn vou that the tests of

the timher you suppiied have been completed by

the Dairy Division of the Departmient of Agrieul-
ture with quite satisfactory results. The report re-
commiends that in order to ensure satisfactory nail-
ing, the beeeh hoards should not be less than half an
inelr in thickness. Some of the hoxes made from
the thwmher supplied were coated with paraffin wax
and sonie were untreated.  In hoth cases the test
was satisfactory, but [ would advise that in order
that the tuuber should not lose the reputation now
ubatined, it will he wisest to have it alwayys treated
with the wax.—U. Phillips Turner, Chiet Office.’’
The importance of this matter (states a contem-
porary ) lies in the fact that hundreds of millions of
feet of beech ave available in the Southland distriet.



