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the occupants of a car to drive right into shelter
before they dismount. The owner’s bath-room is
well appointed, and has tiled walls and Hoor; therve
18 also a tiled shower-roomw where the temperature
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Ground Plan of Residence For My, C. Court, Auckiand.

of the shower can be fixed at any desived point by
operating a single lever. This houe was designed
by Mr. Jas. T. I, Lloyd, AN.ZTA. of Auckland. The
buiiders  weve Messrs.  Construetion, Iitd, 204
Victoria Avcade, Auckland,

Fire~Proof Lathing.

A novel fire-proof lathing s deseribed in the
“‘Engineering News Reeord”” of New York, which
ecnsists of a rectangular mesh of light wires with a
terra-cotta covering baked on, and is said to have found
extensive application in New York City.  The cross-
shaped terra-cotts tablets which are baked on te the
wires at their junetion are not continuous. so that the
lath can be put up in rolls for shipment, the wires
Lending at the junctions of the terra-cotia tablets.
The terra-cotta, however, does stiffen the wire very
much, and makes it easy to form a flat surface for
plastering. The porous terra-cotta forms a bond with
niortar, obviating the neeessity for foreing the mortar
througl, to form a kev at the back; another advantage
is that no furring strips are required. The stiffness
of the lath is such that in some office-huildings in New
York City it was streteched tight from ceiling to floor
and plastering was applied directly to both sides, form-
ing a two-lireh solid partition, and the construetion was
approved by the New York Building Departient after
fire tests. Another nse of this material is to form a
piastering surface on whieh a finishing coat may be
applied to conerete walls. By placing the wire lath
against the inside of the forms before the concrete is
poured, the lath is left embedded in and firmly
attached te the conerete, and furnishes a rough terra-
cotta surface of sufficient bond for plastering. This
lath has been used extensively in this way in the

stationg of the new subways in New York City. It is
also being used in the construction of the new Penn-
sylvania Hotel. Another use to which this material
has been put is the fire-proofing of large electric eables.
A layer of the lath is wrapped round the eable, wired
iu plaee, and plastered.

Australian Soldiers take up Poultry
Farms.

In the comwme of an address on ““The Poultry
Industry in Australia,’’ at the Trades Hall, Christ-
chureh, recently, Mr. J. B. Merrvett stated that the
Auvstralian Government had invested over £30,600 in
plant for the purpose of starting returned soldiers in
the poultry industry. A complete township had been
bnilt at Burnside (some 20 miles from Sydney), and
each returned soldier was provided with a five-acre lot,
a house, and £2 8s. per week while learning the in-
dustry theve. The rveturned men express complete
satisfaction with the arrangements, and, so far, the
scheme has been highly suceessful,

Concrete Ships.

The project lor the building of concrete ships in
New Zealand was diseussed by the Dunedin Manu-
faclurers’ Association recently. Mr, R, ¥, Constable,
naval architect to the Union Steam Ship Company,
did not give the proposal much encouragement, as
he thought that what New Zealand could do in the
matier would be infinitesimal. Cement, he said, had
1o hope, under ordinary conditions, against steel or
wood. Another speaker suggested the reinforeing
with coucrete of the 40-gdd old iron hulls in New
Zealand to make them: seaworthy. He also thought
a nieasure of support should be given to the question
of constructing wooden ships. The engining of the
conerete ships was a very serious point. No plant
south of the line was capable of building the boilers,
and he was afrald that the diffieulties of obtaining
the plates from Home would be very great.

Returned Soldiers’ Club at
Christchurch,

The Returned Soldiers’ Association of Canterbuvy
has now scenred a scetion, half an acre in extent,
in Gloucester Street, adjoining the Masonie Hall,
where it has been decided to build a new clnb-house,
It is to be a two-storied bnilding in brick, at an
estimated cost of about £12,000. A siriking feature
will be a Meworial Hall {which will he open to the
public). On the walls of this hall will be placed
Rolls of Ifonours, on which will be inseribed the
names of all Canterbury men who have fallen in
action, or died while on aetive service. In the plans
siubmitted by the architect, My. J. 5. Guthrie, pro-
vision is made for the following:—Lecture hall,
dining-roomn, Dbilliard-room, two eard-rooms two
veading rooms, ladies’ room, caretaker’s room,
offices, buffet, bathrooms and lounge, and a lift is
to be installed.



