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We notice the Governor’s speech at the opening of
Parliament foreshadows legislation with regard to
afforestation and the regulation of timber export from
New Zealand, and are aware the former has been in
vontemplation for some tinte past and that the Depart-
went will be in eharge of Sir Franeis Bell.  In this
connection it iy desirable that the proposed legislation
should be submitted to the Counedl of the New Zealand
Forestry Leagne, which should have the spportunity
of expressiug an opinion on the measure after being
introduced to the House and we commend the matter
to the President of the League, Siv James Wilson, for
hig earnest consideration,  We are now fortunate in
having secured a fair number of sawmillers as members
of the League, and other associations and companies
wonld de well to follow the example of the Main Trnk
Tinber Trade Protection Guild menmhers, wlho have all
Joined the Forostry League so as to place themselves
in the position of Leing in closer toueh with all matters
pertaining to afforestation. Successful forestry depart-
ments have been in existence in Vietoria, New South
Wales amd Queensland for some years.  America is
waking up to the necessity of starting the growth of
new tinther to replace in some measure what is cut
down and it must be adimitted the step taken on behalf
of the Dominion is in the right direction so long as it
is cavried out on sane lines and after the maost ecaretul
investigation by thoroughly qualified experts whe
would make a study of our timbers hefore advocating
regenieration or replacement, by the introduction of
fast-growing firs, spruee, ete.  As to the lmitation of
export, this s already provided tor by the Timber
Regulaticus reeently Gazetted as a war wmeasure, but
it is evidently intended there shall be an extension of
these Regulations to remain in existence after the elose
of the war.  We shali hope te comment upon the
measures as s00n as they are bronght down, as we want
to see them stidied from the practieal view point of

bush sawinillers,
* * * *

Under date, Syduoey, 2ist October, we learn that at
the Annual Conference of the Conuntry Press Assocl-
atien, the Sceretary stated that the Government was
experintenting in the produetion of newspaper from
Australian 1imbers, and if the experiment proved
satisfactory, it was proposcd to subsidise the industry
to the amonnt of £250,000 and establish mills to provide
thirty thousand tens of wood pulp fibre annually. This
would, of conrse, have the effect of ineroaging the value
of all timbers. !

# £ £ #*

Labour coixlitions along the Main Truul show no
improvement, notwithstanding the return of so many
drafts of late. Wages ave eontinually on the up grade
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and anany men are placed on the wages sheets at 8o
mueh per week ““wet or dry.”” Having regard to the
exceptionally bad weather experienced vight through
the winter, this of course adds greatly to the cost of
preduction amd must be passed on to the publie in the
shape of higher priecs for our thnber. This too is not
the worst feature the miller has to contend with, as no
cne will dispute the fact that lessened tallics are the
rale rather than the pxeeption. The question of labonr
will have to be faeed sooner or later and whilst we have
every syinpathy with thie cavse of the honest workman,
the majority must be edueated to see that anvthing
that makes for non-efficieney and lowers the all round
standard of work, cannot possibly be in the best in-
terests of the workmen themselves in the long run.  If
good men stuek 1o their johs more vigidly, aud a system
of profitsharing weve jutroduced entitling those who
had put in, sav, twelve montlis ov more steady work, to
a share of the profits beyvond a legitimate return on the
capital mvelved in a risky business sueh as sawmilling
uttdonbtedly s, a better state of things than exists at
present might be hoped for. The Pederatien should
cortainly anm at raising the standard of work and
cducating the workmen by all mcavs in its power.

The Joint purchase of wmill supplies has been nader-
tudten by at least one Association ou the Main Trunk
but the system is capable of indefinite extension and
i helting, saws, files, naily, axes, vils and ofther lines
conld Dbe standavdised after careful investigation, a
rreat saving eould he made to all millers willing to join
together to pool thelr huying. as well as their selling,

L3 * #* *

Most of the mills that were buwrued down i the
big Raetibi five are now in operation oe will he very
soon, and several new ones are in convse of erection i
the Ohakune and Rachiti distvicts, Notwithstanding
this the autput does not crual the demand, and a
(ifficulty is being experienced in obtaining timber for
shipment to fulfil freight engagements under eoutract,
whereas a shorl time sinee the converse applied and
it was difficult then to seeure the necessary freight for
timber exporis.  Iome requirvements are being ¢hietly
used for large huildings sich as wool stores, freczing
works extension, hospitals and other publie buildings,
eottage Dbuilding heing reduced to a minimum.  The
usial ontery against the sawiller continnes to erop
up, and the Chamber of Commeree in one or two
cases have heen nrged to influence the Government to
instruet the Board of Trade to hold an investigation
with regard to the prices of timber. Why not with
regard to the prices of all other materials used in the
construetion of a building?




