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- Editorial Comment
A ereat national work, the Otira
Otira Tuvnel, has at last reached a stage
Contents for May ' Tunnel within measurable distanee of cout-
Nearing pletion. Sir William Fraser, Minister
Page Completion.  of Public Works, on a reeent visit to
. 194 Otira, reports that the distriet engi-
Directory neer at the Bealey, o1 eastern end, was in the tunnel
. ' = ai night, when the engines had stopped and all was
Publisher S‘ Announcements e 195 silent. e Beard distinetly the seund of blasgting in
. the Otira seetion, cleven and a half ¢haing awav,
Editorial .... e 197 1 Upon telephoning his report to the Otira engineer,
1 ! Poogiving the thme and the number of shots heard, he
A I\“e“_v Method  of Concrete coobtained confirmation of the interesting fact that
Bm]dmg e 199 the approaching ends of the dve wmile tunnel are now

within reach of caeh other. Seone labour diffieultics
which Teld up the worlk for u few weeks seem to have

Erosion of Marble v 201

L . been settled, and we hope that operations will now
The Pr1nc1ples of Town Planmng— 2o o to a suceessful issne. The tuunel has already
By BasilB.Hooper, ARILB.A. 203 had an eventful history.  Started by a firm of
private contractors under houd to complete it several
Christchurch Hospital Additional vears aco, it had 1o be taken over hy the Publie
) 206 Works Departinent, as privaie enterprise did not
Wing ... appear to he able to cope with the diffieultics, the
R . . imost important of which comprised labour troubles.
World’s Timber Famine Prophesied Tt will take some tine, of eourse, after the headings
byGovernor-Generalof Australia 207 meet, hefore ﬂw' lining can he construeted and
permanent way laid. Onee the headings conneet, the
Sand-Lime Bricks w208 1)1'0])]'\\111 ol drni}muo will disappear, as Th(_‘ro is a
_ eradient down from the Bealey to the Otira end.
Soldiers’ Garden Vll]ages——What The engineers will have o heein to deeide what form
. . - of mechanieal traction is 1o he used in this tunnel,
is being done in England - 209 oue of the world’s lonwest. Txperiments on the New
a7 Zoaland ratlways with petrel eleetrie locomotives

5 o 210 8. A
Rebuilding French Town indieated that this would probably he the power
. 210 souree, Oh.vimls‘]_\' steam is out of the guestion, as
Good Reason the fumes in so leneg a tunnel would make it im-
Patents of Interest to Builders ... 211 practicable for mueh trafic.  The petrol-eleetrie
tractor, diseharging its exhaust through a cleansing
Building Notes 213 sereen of water, may provide the solution of the

| power prablew, aind our readers, interested as they
are in all forms of eveinecring proaress, will wateh
the developnients elosely.,  We shall endeavour to
keep them well posted on this important question.




