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““The stairway, an important detail in the cou-
struction of any fireprool building, is proof against
the action of Hames. There Is no ehance  for, the
stairway to be transioroed tite a vertical flue to
carry fire upward, as there is nothing in it to hurn,

S“Mhe interior trlm s ol wood fastened with
serews, Metal tritn ean he used if desived.  Details
of this character can be adapted 1o the tasie of the
builder withont mueh affeeting the Areproof quali-
ties of the strueture, .

“The cost of the fircproo? house as huilt is ap-
proximately 21 econts por enbie foot,

CTE built with 72-ineh solid hriek walls with same
interior it would cost 28 eents per cubie foot,

Tf built with stuceco on hollow tile with wood in-
terior it would cost 17 eents per eubie foot.

“Tf built of stuceo on etal lath with wood in-
terior it wonld eost 16 eonts per cubie foot.”’

The man who wishes to huild an ineombustihle
house, however, is by no means limited to one kind,
Anather s iHustrated aned deseribed in “The Seien-
tific Ameviean” (New York), and deubtless there
are, or soon will hey as many varicties as there now
are of houses Ahat will Dlaze.  Savs the last-named
paDer — .

“Boards of conereie, with Joists, (rafters, and
staiv-frames of the same material, are used in the
construetion of a novel huildine in T.os Angeles,
Califarnia, the whole heing et upon  a  conerete
feunaation, Fhough put together aftor the manner
of a frante-stiuctire, the huilding is as fireproof and
durable as the niove commen tvpes of eoment houses,
hut it vequires less material and is lehter in weight,

““The various parts ave poured into forms on the
aromul vose e vite and in that way 1he danger of
hrealage is eliminated. The claphoards are poured
mosets of tens the foros heine seeurely  elamped
together, and the ecitent allowed to harden in them
Tor several days. Then they ave taken oul and al-
lowed o enre hefore bheine sot up.  This should he
done while the preliminary work js ooing on, such as
excavating and lavine the Toundation,

“The Joists, vafter, and other parts ave formed
in the same manner, and various trpes of reinforcing
are used for cach. The beavrds are reinforeed with
mesh Tike elickenovire, while the thubers have iron
vods of varving thicknoess ta sironethen them. These
are ullowed to projeet at one end in order to At into
corresponding holes in other tlinhers, sa that the
whole framework dovetails. The method of attach-
ing the hoards 1o the @ hy 4% i« with nails, and nail-
holes are hored into the comont hoards hefore they
have set, by running a wire thiroueh them. Asg the
eement timbers will not take the nails o strip of
wood abont an ineh and g-half 1hiek is wired to the
cement seantling. ™’

Personal,

e I de T Clers, FRIA, of Wellineton, an-
nounees that he has taken Me 1, (. ’Willidnm,
ARTIB A, into nartership, and that the frn will
he nown in the future as Clere and Williams, earry-
ing on husiness at 157 Featherston Streed, '
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Obituary.

Mr. W, A, P, Clarkson, who died suddenly at his
residence in Rughy streef on Fridav, the 9th inst.,
was a wellknown Chreistehurel avehiteet, and eldest
son of the late My, Samuel Clarkson, one of Canter-
bury’s early colenists.  The late Mr. Clarkson was
Lorn in Christehureh, and af the time of Wis desth
was fiftyv-four years of age, 1 his vouth he was
articled to Mr. J. €. Maddison, and on the completion
of his time left for Kngland, where he studied his pro-
fession, and gained an A RILDBAL degree, Afrer
travelling around FEngland, A, Clarkson came hack
to New Zealand, visiting South Afriea and Ausiralia
o route, and set up in business on his own aceonnt
in Chrvistechurel, He designed several prominent
buildings, including the Cantevbwey Tall. and {in
conjunction with M. F. J. Barlow? Messrs, Tanks,
Norton and Cos premises, Heveford street, and a
nwmber of other publie and private buildings.  Durine
part of his carecr he was in pavtnership with My, 12,
AL Ballantyne, but subsequently again launehed ong
on his own account.  Ile was president of the Christe-
chureh Avehiteets” Institute for several vears, and an
its ecouncil at the time ef his death.,  The Jate M.
Clarkson was well-knewn and popular among ity
avrehifeets, hut took no active part in publie life, e
was an ardent horticulturist,

* L3 * *

By the death of Second TLicut. Murdoch Weith
Macleod (killed i aetion) the architectural protes-
sion has lost one of the most eifted of the vounger
New  Zealand  architects. e had in a areater
measure than many that essentinl eomhination of
ualities whieh go to the makineg of a stecessiul
architeet —a good dvaughtsman, with power of in-
vention and desien, exeellont husiness capacity, and
above all, a perfect sense of Tairness and integrity,
His frank and genial manver endeared him 1o a1l
with when he had business or social relations. Bor
in Canterbury on Oetoher Gih, 1890, he passed his
early vears in the eountey and reecived his primary
education at the Templeton Sehool. Maving to
Christehureh in 1904, he entered the Boys® ITivh
School, where he took the Sceond Form prize in
1906, heing first in French and first i arl,  His
prontise in art led the headmasteor to reconmend that
he should enter the arehiteciural profession, and as
a result he was artieled to the firm of Messes, Hurst
Reager and Wood in August, 1906, Duwring the term
of his indentures he attended elasses at the Teehnieal
College and at the School of Art, where e gained a
free schelarship in 1910, and continued 1o hold it
during 1931, e was looked upon by the masters
as one of the sehool’s hest ctudents. Trom (008 to
1910 he completed his indentures under A, Hurst
Seager, and then heeame his assistant.  In Mareh,
1914, Tie heeawme a partner, and was actively engaped
principally in donrestie work wntil he enlistod in the
16th Reinforerment, e citered the N.(U0) clisg,
and soon gained his scrocant’s stripes, and affer-
wards his lieutenaney. He spent twelve wonths in
camp, and did not leave {ill Tehruary 16th last, with
the 22nd Reinforcoments, [ veached the front just
after the battle of Messines, and met his death on
13th inst,



