November 1916

A letter was read from the Minister of Defenee
agrecing to the lustituie’s request to enable student
members with the forees to be discharged in Fng-
land, sheuld they so desive, suljeet to the eonsent
of the General Officer Commanding the Txpedi-
tionary Foiees.

Mr. Hooper wrote asking the Couneil to sel up a
special committee to consider present and possible
amendments to the Regulations. Tt was deeided to
reply that a file was now Lkept, on whieh were
reeorded all sugsested anjendiments to be deall with
at a suitable time. M Hooper was asked 1o say in
what partieular direetion he wishied the Regulations
amended,

The Otago distriet braneh wrote suggesting that
the Tostitule should invite the Government to insti-
tute a competition for at Teast the facades of the new
Poast Office in Duuedin,  Some diseussion followed,
on the gronnds that it seermed to be undesirable {o
aslk for a Competition For any one portion of a
building. It was resolved, on the motion of M.
Hurst Seager—“That the Goverminent be asked to
arrange a competition for the new Post Offiee af
Dunedin, in terms of the Institule’s 1Regulations
for Avehitecetural Competition; and that if thought
neeessary a plan of the office requirements could he
attached to and form the hasis of the Competition.”’

My, Guimnter wrote aceepling advisory member-
ship of the Kdueation Cowmiticee.

A letter was read frowm Me, T L White, Opotiki,
expressing his thanks and appreciation of the goad
wishes of the Council on the oceasion of his golden
wedding.

Wembers on Active Service.

The Seerctary reported to the Counell thai
Licutenant V. . Haughion, New Zealand Field
Artillery, a mewher of the Institute, had been

seriously  wounded, whilst serving v Franer, 1
was resolved that a letter bhe sent 1o his Tather,
expressing the sympathiy of the Counetl and hopes
for Ticutenant Hanghton's specdy recovers.

The Seeretary also reported, as killed in aetion,
Major Fleming Ross. soun-in-law  of M. (. (L
Selowartz a Tormer Member of  Clouneil. The
seeretary was instructed 1o wreite to My, Sehwartz
and convey o hiw the sympathy of the Couneil,

In conneetion with Members on active serviee ihe
Sceretary was  diveeted 1o write 1o all  distriet
branehes for the purpese of abtaining a complete
list of members for a Roll of Honeur, the hraneh
secretaries 1o he asked fo supply, where possibile, 1he
Reinforeement number and regiment and 1o report
any ecasualties that may come o thebr knowledgr,

Conditions of Coutract.

A menorandum by the president as to the
finality of an architeet’s eortificate as s forth in
the general conditions of contract was considered.
The question arose out of a case veeenily heard in
the Supreme Couwrt ot Auckland in which an
employer refused to make the final pavieni to the
contraetor in terms of the areliteet’s final ecrtitieato.
The president submitted a eopy of the written judy-
ment from which it would appear that there ean he
no finality to any matier which is subsequently
liable to arbitration. As the ease is of grcat
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importance and inferest to all members the judgment
was ordercd 1o he printed in the next issue of the
Jowrnal.  The president also detailed his sugges-
tion for an alteration in Clause 25 whieh he thought
might overcome the difficulty.

Ag the contractor’s ecase appeared 1o have been to
some extent prejudiced by the faet that the eon-
ditions had never heen signed, 1t was resolved on
the motion of Mro Hurst Seager- —“That in the
aopinion of 1his Counetl itoas the hounden duty of the
arvehiteet 1o cnswre that the agreement and the eon-
ditions of contract are sizned by the eplover in
order that the inicerests of the contractor may he
profecied.”

General,

The scerctary presented all the certifieates of
membership duly siened and sealed. These were
now 1o he posted to all miebers, without delay, save
those whose subseriplions were in arvear.

Several accounts woere passed Tor payment,

Xt appeared tmprobable that there wonld be
another Counell Meeting prior 10 the  Annmual
Mecting in November, the followineg Couneillors
were appointed a Connnittee to make the necessary
arrangements For the eleetion and 1o draw up the
annual veport: The president, Meo Wo AL Canming,
Mo Chatfield, Al Atkins, My Ceiehton, Mre WY,
Girav Younge.

Meo Frank Peel, FRAIB.A, who was con-
ditionadly admitted af the Jast mweeting, sent in his
application form aied fees. The form was then
signed by the president on heliadt of the Connell.

Appheations for twembership from the following
were consicdbered =M O B0 Harris, Christehwreh ;
Mo L 1 Mussey, ASuckland; and Moo 150 Phillips,
Aveklond. AN Aliese applications being In owder
ihe applieations were duly adiniied

The Decline of Gothic

he Iife of a nation s usnally, Tike the flow of
a lava stream, first bright and fieree, then langnid
and covered, at last advancing only by the tumbling
over and over of its frozen bloeks.  And that last
condition is a sad one to leok upon.  All ihe steps are
tricked most elearly i the arts, and o arehitecture
more than in any other; for i, bheing espeelally
dependent) as we have just said, on the warmth of
true 1ife, s also peeuliarly sensible of 1lie hemloek
colil of the Talse s and b do not know anvthing mere
oppressive when the mind is onee awakened to its
charaecteristies than the aspeet of a dead avehitee-
ture.  The feebleness of ¢hildhood is full of promise
and inferest-—the strugele of imperfeel knowledege,
full of cnergy and continuily—hut fo see impotenee
and rigidity setiling upon the form of the developed
mait; Lo see the fypes which onee had the die of
thought struek fresh upon them, worn flat hy over
use; 1o see the shell of the fiving ereature in its
adull. form, when ils eolowmrs are Taded and its -
habitant perished--—this 1s a stghi more humiliating,
more nelanchely, than the vanishing of all know-
ledge  and the rejurn to eonfessed and  helpless
infaney - Buskin,”’
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