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Daominion Muscum, outlining what the Flon, G. 'W.
Russell  deseribes  as  an awbitious  scheme  of
seientifie research. It was referred baek for modi-
fication. The Government wishes to be extremely
modest in its carly sleps, as the microscopic nature
of the first grant shows.  Courage and imagination
are rvequired, and these qualiiies are possessed by
New Zealanders, though possibly not by the National
Government in its relation to the wmexplored paths
of seience.

A dreadful thing has been happening at
A “Blot” DPotsdam!  Sinutancously  with  the
on Potsdam ‘‘sirafings’’ of the [nglish, and the
eallous bhlood sacrifices of Verdun, the
building of a villa for the Crown Prinee of Germany
has heen quictly going on at Potsdam, and the
worst of it is, aceording to a Hun who writes with
wueh emotion in the “Vossische Zeitang,”” that the
style is Wuglish!  With better taste than he could
he eredited with, the Crown Prinee, in building a
home, departed from the heavy effecis of German
domestie architecture, and scleeted a design bhased
cn the Elizabethan,  He should, if he persists have
a pretty home, but his choice 1s declared to he “‘a
misfortune for Potsdam and for the eredit of Ger-
wan architeeture at home and abroad.’”” Tt is true,
says the eritie, that sinee the war began attempts
have heen made in eertain eircles to speak of this
house as belonging to “‘a Low German style’ of
arehiteeiure, ““hut that is were embarrassment.”’
The- characteristics of ‘“modern English domestic
architeciuve’ are familiar, and there is no is-
taking this crection.  ““The Romantie chimmneys, the
false appearance of antiquity of the walls, the appli-
cation to them of timbher framing, the emphasizing
of the hall by a big window, the projeetions which,
in this Instanee, ave devoid of the smallest practieal
meaning, the impression of low rooms created hy
low, Droad windows—in short, the Hlizabethan
charaeter of the whole design makes the house, as it
were, 4 foreign body in the seenery of Potsdam.”’

Aueckland meotorists are moving in the
Good Roads formation of a Good Roads Association,

and they deserve the heartiest support
from ntotorists throughout the country. Tocal
bodies should also help, for an enermous amount of
ratepavers’ money is wasted to-day on inadequate
read work which will not stand up to the traffic.
There is no governmental guidanee to he obtained
i regard to the relative advantages of different
kinds of road surface waterial, though Govermment
grants by the hundred thousand are spent anmually
by loeal bodics in the way that suits them hest,
within the limitation of their local knowledge. This
tuestion of good roads is as much a national one as
cducation, and there Is more waste of publie money
in this dircetion that upon edueation, which is well
piloted from the centre by alive, thoroughly trained
administrators.  We hope to sec some parallel
system evolved for the making and maintenanee of
the country’s greatest praetical nced, good roads.

The two leaders of the National

Imperial Cabinet, now in T.ondon, have ven-
Organisation {yred further upon expressions of
opinions on the imperial problem

than we would have cxpeeted after thenr shy

retieence when a fow legislators, on the last day of
the session, endeavoured to “‘draw them out.”” Bir
Joseph Ward’s imperialism has always been live and
practical, and he may yet see his seheme of feder-
ation, coldly reecived ai the Jast conferenee of
premicrs, hrought into shape.  His colleague, who
in New Zealand talked less of the machinery of
federation, and more of ““the silken ties of blood and
kinship,” now goes the Iength of sugegesting an
imperial convention to consider the ties of Empive.
His wmind ig evidently running in the diveetion of
realising that some actual framework is reqguired.
The “ Round Table™ school of thinkers advoeate an
Tmperial parliament, but politicians, being prone to
compromise, may first approve some cnlargement of
the enstomary imperial eonferences, and the estab-
lishment of a scerctariat.  The aetivity of thinkers
outside the regular ranks of ihe politicians serves
admirably to sustain thorough-gomg ideals on the
great subjeet, and to bring into the discussion a
wealth of earefully gathered information which neo
busy staiesman has the opportunity of compiling.
New Zealanders, who are now taking keen intcrest
in the nuestion, should he careful 1o avoid a har-
gaining attitude, The whole Dbalanee of inter-
national affairs having heen rudely  disturbed,
enormous paticnee will he reguired to setfle the
many after-the-war problems. Any talk of feder-
ation heing the only chanee of preventing disruption
should be diseountenanced.  If the settlement of
our fighting men after the war cannot be provided
for hefore the peaee, we must give first consideration
to those who have the greatest claim upon our
gratitude.

The Competition for the Art Gallery
at Wanganul together with Art
(alleries in other parts of world was

Art Galleries
of Europe

“?nd the . the subject of a leeture given hy Mr.
anganui TTur Seaver. FRIB.A. in W
Gallery Hurst weager, FL.RILIBA., In an-

ganni on Octoher 10th, just after the
winner of the competition had heen anmounced by
him, as Asscssor for the Competition.

We publish in another column the report of the
leeture as given by a loeal paper owing to the
remarlkably culogistic remarks made by the Assessor
on the designs seni in.  He states frankly with
referenee io the first design ‘“that we are to have
not mercly a building that will be ‘“good enoungh,’
but which will be the ‘““hest pessible,”’ and beifer
than the world’s best (the italies are ours—Ed.) in
all its essential features—a gallery whieh will he
geientifically eorvect, strueturally perfeet, and archi-
tecturally beantiful.”” Referring to the four desipgns
sent in for the final competition, Mr. Scager is
reported to have said that ““all of them-.-and
espeetally the design placed seeond-—would have
ensured a more perfeelly appointed art gallery than
he had seen in any part of the world.””  We wonder
whether any Assessor could have gone further! The
winner has our heartiest congratulations.



