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EDITORIAL COMMENT.

We offer no apolagios to our rveaders
for the space we have devoted this issue
to the repraduction of a Targe proportion
of the competitive designs for the new
Parliament IMonses in Wellington. The
inferest lLias been so great throughout

New Zealand in this competition, which is
unique in the Countey’s history, that we
feel we should Jdo smmething to place on
record some ol the efforts of the com-
petitors, which, thanks to
ance. we are able to do.

We do not think

thoir assist-
that the huportanee of
this ecmpetition  has  been  sufficiently
vealised. It ix for the first bhuilding in
the eountry—the home of one Parliament.
ad it ie of the greatest huportance that
the highest <k available should he ob-
tainesl in the designing and earryving out
of the subsequent buildine. Tn sueh a
haildine two essontials which
chonld he embodied at all costs. viz: Tt
should fulfil the purpose for whiel it is
intended, and he expressive of that high
purpose, and 1t should he a fine
from an arehiteetural point

there are

huilding
of view,

When we reflect that it is proposed to
ereet a building which is to be the home
of our National Legislaturs for, say the
next century, and when we consider that
the hnilding eannot fail to exert an iu-
fluence for eood or i1, we will realise that
we eannoet afford to run any risk of
making a mistake hy erecting a huilding
which the next generation would want to
sweep away, It will he generally con-
ceded that the averase persons kuows
very little about the avt of architecture,
nevertheless we are convineed that a
fine building will have an influence for
good on all those whoe come within its
walls, a3 well as for that vastly greater
number who beliold it From withont.

A grant has heen made for Imilding a
National Gallery of Art in New Zealand;
that is. o gallery for the permanent ex-
Libition of pletures and other works of
At ITere o oour proposed new Parvlia-
nent Buildings we have an opportunity
mndecd of huilding a National Gallery. a
willery which will he of a hundredfold
more valne than any collection of pie-
tures, For pietares arve not the be-
ginning and end of art. Galleries are un-
explored by the vast majority of peaple.
Pictures remain hanging on the walls
and hooks are hid away on the shelves,
hut our huildings are ever hefore the cyes
of all men on their daily walks. Oun
these grounds, therefore, we shonld make
it our sacred duty te use every en-
deavour to erset a building werthy of
olr conntry, a building which will be a
souree of inspiration and beanty to ws and
1o the generations to come, and which we
can hand down fo those who eame affer
s with pride as a fine example of the
noblest of the avts.

So many different oninions have heen
expressed with regard to this competi-
tion. and w0 mueh disapproval at the
assessor’s award, that we feel we should
place a few of them hefore our readers.

To hegin with. A cevtain set of con-
ditions draswwn and sent to all
competitors at the outset. (They ave
printed elsewhere in this fssue) Com.
petitars’ designs were to be judeod by
those conditions. As soon as they were
published, it was seen that the question

s N

of getting the accommodation asked for
and at thesame time putting up a building
that would he a eredit to this country in
the futuve, was very problematie for the
moeney. A lavge number of competitors
made an honest attempt to ereet a suit-
able building for the money, hut & larger
number evidently conclnded that pro-
vided the erection of the firsi Sehedule
{spetion A) eonld bo earvied out for the
LI10.600 stipulated, no amount was men-
tioned for the completion of the huilding.
And so we have two sections of com-
petitors, ie., these who endeavoured to
adliere tn the ennditions, and those who
practically ignored them, and sent in
designs whiel, while providing for the
aceommodation  asked for, ianore the
question of eost entively,

There is 2 great deal to he sajd for the
Intter, as we lelieve the Dest and most
artistic results are obfained when the art-
ist has free play. But why send in plans
‘hat are to he judeged by a eertain set of
conditions. entirely iznoring those eom-
ditions.  And what is to be said when an
award is made on this basis. as appears
to have been the case in this instance?

Again, there is the question of houn-
dary. Some of the prize winuers have
not adhered to the conditions. Can this
be eonsidered faiv treatment? Ty it right
that competitors should be put to the ex-
pense of drawing elaborate plans at great
cxpense in time and woney, and then find
themselves in this position?  The re-
sponsibility of assessing the prizes for this
competition lay with one man, Iis time
was admittedly short-—just 3 weeks—and
one woncers how any man could nossibly
serutinize earvefully the 300 odd drawings
of the 33 competitors in this short period.
To eonscientisusly do this would tax the
etreneth of the most robust man,

Would it not have heen mueh hetter to
Fave sent the whele of the plans away to

Fogland, after having first adopted the
conditions drawn up hy the NZLA.
which are based upon those issued by the
RLBA. to be judged by a member
nonminated by the Roval Tustitute of
British  Aveliteets?  There could have

heen no question then of any but fair
treatment.



