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Architecture and Building

Comfort in the Modern Home

These notes may he of use or interest
to those about to build or huy a house.
The first  consideration s, of  course,
locality In relation to distanee and means
of locomution te and feom one’s place of
business.  To the prond possessor of a
motor these malters may be of Ditle mo-
ment; to the avernge man they are of con-
siderable fmportance, and will govern his
seleetion of o place i whicl Lo Hve, One
thing iy cortain, it he ks going to live nore
than two or three wiles away from the
leart of the tewn, he will have fo choose
one of the subuths Jinked up with the
tram or railway.

Having chosen the lecality,
tie  selection  of  the sile
iselt should be made with
due regard for oa o plessant
sinny outlook, and last, hut
not least, water and lighting
supplies and draivage. The
condition of the rovads, and
the average price of grownd

in the ueighbeurhood  arve
also ol importance,  The

draimage of a house Is a
natfer that vers greatly con-
cerns the eotfort amd health
of the fumates, and e term
must be understood not only
to apply 1o the conveyanee
away of sewage, but alse to
any  necessacy  drainage  of
the site.

The (lanuing ol howses de-
ntainds  most earveful  atten-
tion, and vequires unusual
skall an the part of the archi-
teel to got hall as wmuch inge
iosmall house as the client
ustally wants for his money.

The average man Is very
apt to bhase his ideas of a

home on tne comhined ad-
vautages and features of four or dive
houses that he knows, or has visited.

Thus the house of A s smadl Buf heauti-
fully Blled up with oak-panelled vooins,
inaehle hathvaow, ele: the house of 13 Gias
wnen greater weconnnodalion. hul is vory
pladiniy fitted. The prospective hame
botlder concelves a home havineg the ae-
commadation of B's house with the de-
corative effeets of A’ and cannol gquite
see why the vost s soomueh erealer 1han
tae respeetive costs of the houses of eillioy
Aoy 13

The keynote of the ordinary hopse
should he wimplicity, Many havs, gabloy

and wings, eencrally, cost mare than their
effeet warrants, and i the howse s simall,
will necessarvily look {rivial and small
also. Breadth of effect is by 1o means
impossible i a small house, hut the at-
tempt te erowd into it all the Features of
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a large mansion invaviably ends in dis
aster, Dol te vonvenichee and artistie
offect,

A plain roof s one of the mast eeo-
nomical features; onee yon begin 1o thraw
onl hays and pateh on gables yon inenr
neavy  and mnnecessary  expenditure in
vouwr roofing. More heauty ean he se-
envedd by a well propertioned plain voof
with  well-placed  and finely desioned
chimney stacks than with any naanher of
elaborate  wables and  deeovated  Large
boards.

The aviangement of the rooms so 1hal
the ehimbney Anes can be collected o
e o two Inrge stacks not ouly tends to
eeottomy, hut also greatly inereases the
possibility ol wrtistie effeel. A numboey of

swall  spidery chimney stacks malke
hreadth of effect quite impossihle. Chim-
ney stacks are better placed at the ridge
ol the ool than on the slopes and centre
stacks as o rule Jook betfer than stacks
at vither end, As regards the voo!, tiling
5 pre-eminently the hest material. The
intecloeking eomposition tiles are hetter
than the Marseilles, as they stand the
weather better. and do not Deenme o
diseolonred, purticularly in smoky neigh-
bourhoods.  The povons nature of {he
Mapsetlles tiles makes them particularly
Hiable to ealleel soke and divt, so that in
a fow yenry they have a very diney ap-
pearance  eonipared  with {he first-moen-
tioned tile of the same age, though one
cannot deny that the Mavseilies tile has
the more handsonie appearanee when new.

The verandah is one of the most im-
portaut adjuncts to the home. Qne eould
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wish, however, that, generally speaking,
its treatment was a little happier. Too
often the unfortunate little roof supported
on skeleton posts gives an nuenmEnpvtable
feeling that it s stuek on to the main
huilding ay an afterthought. The satis-
Tactory arrangement of a verandal re-
quires some effort on the part of tie
architert, and in most of the snecesstnl
case it will e Fowed that the verandal
forms an tutegral part of the huilding.

In area. the verandall is now heing
made mere extensive than it vsed to he,
and inopavtienlar the depth s greater.
[n some modern houses the kitehen or
dining-ruont s planned 1o open on 1o the
veratdad w0 that meals can be served
there in hot weather it desived.

in tine arvangement ol the
iterior evervihing  depends
upon the wecommodation i
he provided.  There ave cer-
tain elenentary vules in the
planning ef all houses, large
or snall which may he hrief-
Iy catalogued, The prin-
cipal rooms should face the
north or east: the kitehen
soulr or west. The kitehen
must be handy to the dining-
room, ail the range should

e dighied  from fhe et
wherever  possibie, The
larder  should  Be on the

soutl.
The wrdinary bedroom iy
Iy 1o nweans hreproachable.

Considering  the length  of
time passed  in o hedrovus,

theiv siape, cubie contents,
window space and ventilation
are all matters of hygioniy
impartance.  Seienee  would
demand that our bedrooms
shonld be even larger than
our sitting-rooms, heeanse of
the greater air space roguired.
The  demand  of  scientifie
men Far Taveer bedronms and more win-
dow space has generally heen met with
the wetort that people shonhl leave their
hedroon windows open, We know per-
feetly well, theough the madern treatment
o taberenlosis, that it is quite possible,
under  s<killed  medical atiention.  for
very deiteate people 1o sleep in the npell
air. But sneh patients ave always eave-
fully seveened from deaughts. And in
many moilern bedrooms 1t wonld he im-
possible for anyone 1o sleep with open
windows withont catehing a vielent enld
o ineqrring perpeinal neuraluin, Hods
nol sufheient to syy TOpen o win-
dow™: the hedroom must be so arranged
that there is not a continnad dranght
aeross tae head of the bed.

There are fwa main defeets in many
bedrooms, and these are their shape and
arrangement,  Too often there is every
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