OcroBER 2, 1911

N.Z. Sandstone for Building

Professor Speight, in iy article on
DBuilding Stones of New Zealand in oouv
August number, says that “the chief
desideratum for huilding purposes, is &
really satisfaclory sandstone, such as the
Hawkesbury  stone, used so freely in
Syduey and even occasionadly in this
counlvy. The hest that we possess is
probably  that got from  Dobson, near
Urevimonlh. It is of a fine greyish eol-
our, i ocasy lo work, can he obtained in
large Hawless bloeks, and the amount
avatlahble is i all probahility very sreal.”

Ile goes on to say that it is eavly vet
to speak of its weathering qualities, al-
thongh it has lasted very well in some
sitnations,  We append some fests made
by Prof. Seott, M. [nst. CE. of Canter-
bury, from whieh it will be seen that the
stone is of more than ordinary strength
and durability, and eompares most Tav-
ourably with the Hawlcosbury or the hest
kmown Fnglish huilding sandstones.

Two pictures are shown herewith, the
apper one being of part of the Tdahson
Building and Monmmental Stone Co.'s
plant and engine-room staff.  The Jower
is of one of their three quarries, showing
the stone in the fuee of the eut and the
sheer legs and tackle used for Hifting the
rough stone on te the fhrueks fo take to
the eatting vavrds, A quantity of rough
hewn stone is shown at the side of the
lift awaiting transportation,
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railway or other means of carriage, so
that the cost of transporting the stone i
prohibitive, or nearly so.  This is not the
ease with the Dobson quarry, as it is

Dominion for ardinary hnilding purposes,
the Dobson stone is very sunitable for
steps, risers il landings, paving sefs and
curbings, and its darability and weather
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DOBBON QUARRY CO.—30ME OF STAFF AND PLANT,

conneeted by vail with the port of Grey-
moudh, and  From there stone can he

DoBsox CoY.'S QUARRY,

As Professor Speight says, iu
cases where good slone oceurs, there is the
greal disadvantage that it is remete from
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shipped to it destination quite eheaply.
While it compares very

favourably
with any other sandstone obtainable in the

resisting qualities make it partienlarly
nsefol for monuments or pillars to stand
the test of time in the open air.

RESULTS OF TESTS ON SPECIMENS
OI" SANDSTONE FROA DOBSON,
ABBORPTION TEST.

Speeimens:—
Cubes nominally 2347 x 2347 x 214"
Actunl Dimensions—(1}) 2,217 x 2,247 x 2 257
(2) B85 x 216" x 215"
Process of  Test:—The specimens flursughly
dried wl then weighed, Then plaeed under a
vaconm ot 287 merenry for 30 minutes, then
put into water for § davs. The speeimens
wetghod ngain on removal from water,

Weight of Specimen. Waler Ahsorbed.

No. 1tefore After ler cenl. of
of HITE n immersion Grammes original
Test 33 owets weight
Grannnes aranumes oi stone
1. 146.4 462,12 15.8 3.54
3. 418.0 434.2 16,2 187
Average 3,705

COMPRESSION TERT.

Dimensions of Bpeeimen, Maximum Load.

Xo.of  Crossdimensions  Tength Toss Tons per
e inches inches total 0. foot
1. 210 x 2.10 2,20 23,5 701.3
2. 225 x 2.25 2.158 23.9 708
5. 212 x 2.24 2,22 24,5 G762
1. 225 x 3,10 R 25.2 T08.0
Avercge  T06.3
WEATITERING TERT,

Specimens:—ubes nominally 17 x 17 x 17

Process of Test:—The specimens  thorenghly
dried amd then weighed (1st dvy weighing).
The speeimens hoiled for 30 minutes in sulphate
of soda solutton awd hung up to vy for 24
liours,  Then washed, boiled agnin i sulphate
of soda and hung up to dry, This repeated 7
tines, after which the speeimens washed aml
dried thoroughly, then weighel agaon (Snd alry
weighing).

Waight of Rpecimen.

No. Ist dry Ind dry Loss Lose per cend
welghting wrighting drmnnes en orikinul
tirnmines tiranimes weight

1. i 1.1
3, 0.0
ES 41,79 Q.51
4, 30.07 1.48
3. 40,87 1,10
6. 35.74 1.33
Tobal 247.93 210,91 7.02 2.53

ROBT. I, SCOTT, M.Iust.CLE,
Professor in Charge.



