fCAny  chauffenr or any  ether
without the consent of the owner, shall take or
cause lo he taken from i garawe, stable or
other building or pliee an autemobile or motor
vehiele, and operave, or Jrive, or cause the
same to be opevated or dviver for his own proiit,
usc ar purpose, steals the sume, and is guiity of
larceny, wund shall be punis wable accordingly. ™

Canada, 1 see, has also been moving in
the matter, and six months in gaol is
offered to any dviver who cares to *joy-
ride.”’

My readers may not he awarve that in
most conndries (New Zealand ineluded,
assume) the molorist possesses absolutely
no recourse from a chauffeur who makes
free with his car. Strange though il sonnds
this is so. More h‘u_;ue.utly than not a
charge in this councetion will be held by
the Courts to he nusustainable, Tn Kng-
land the motorist, in despaiv, has resorted
to subterfuge in the effort to hring the
joy-rider to hook. Charges are heing
brought against drivers of sfesling he
petrol uged i the course of the surrep-
titious ride. In Seotland, recently, such
a charge, althongi at fivst dismissed, way
subsequently upheld by the Higher Court.
An entively ditferent vesult attended a
similar ease at the Londm: Sessions;
thig was thrown out by the Grand Jury;
and the remark offered by the presiding
Judge that he considdered a car used
petrol muech as a horse needed vats. The
inferenee being that just as a groom who
made misuse of his master’s horse could
not be charged with stealing the feed
given the horse before the ride started,
even so would a chagifeur he guiltlesy of
stealing petrol for running the horrowed
car.  D'm afraid 1 cannot follow this logie.
In the fivst place o horse would have {o be
fed whether it were nsed ur not; not so
a ear. In the sceond place, a clanffenr,
ty run his master’s ear a mile, would he
converting the latter’s petrol to his own
use. This must be an offence. If such
doubt exists in New Zealand as appuar-
cntly does here, legislation of a specific
nature Is required in order to give the
owner of a moter-car that proteetion he is
entitled to.

PErsoil wila,

The “Daily Mail” £10,000 Aecro Race

Whatever we may have lo sav
the Harmsworth influence in other affaivs
(and there arve many wio have mueh to
say) i motoring, both on land and alolt,
the Harmsworth infuence lias been all to
the good,  The last example of this is the
£10,000 cheque which constituted ile in-
centive to Brilish and Clontinental air-
men to jog, or attempt 1o jog, avound the
Blessed British Isles, Despite face fropi-
cal weather Londoners ool hnmense i
terest in the event. Whatever the Fulure
might hold, the starl was most auspicious,
and the scenes af DBrookbunds were e
markable.  The story of the race would
be a long one if told in det ail. so T must

against

be terse (even at the expense of my
journalistie reputation!y,
After a fow preliminary  delays. {he

aviators started off, and as they whizzed
at a mile 4 minue gait over the diffienlt
country belween Brooklands aund Heudow,
they soon illustrated tho advantages of
the divectness ol acrial Hight.  Lient.
Connean was first away, and landed at
Hendon within twoenty minntes.  After
him sped Astley, and in quick snecession
came the other fifteen stavters, among
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whom were numbered the very flower of
the aero world,

There were thivty entraits For the race,
Twenty lined up to start, and, of these,
three met with aecident at the post.

That was on a Satverday,  Monday, ab
4 aan. (dreadful honr for a Londoner io
be up!) the trek from Ilendon to Bdio-
hvgh,  fhence  via Stivling,  Glasgow,
Carlisle and Manchester, and home via
Bristol tv Brooklands and Tlendon. By
the Tuesday morning there were praciic-
ally only two wen left in the race: Bean-
mont  (Lieut. Connean) aned Vedrines,
All the rest of the ficld, more ov less,
fiors de combal,

England Las bheen outelassed; her von-
tingent of aviators, cven thongh some of
them possessed similar machines to that

which “‘Beawnont” won on, failed to
coanplete  the  cireuit,  Valentini  (De-
perdussin. manoplane)  hattled on, afior

the race was over, and got throngh a
weele Iate! Cody, with Anglo-American
plaek, svrived soen after on his honie-
made fwo-ton “hus.”’

BrAuMONT
Winner of Deily JMail £10,000 Prize

We must rest content with the result
of the race, The hest wan on the best
machine won,  He showed his superiority
Ag an aviator in wany ways, e exeelled
in nursing his cougine. e steered an ae-
curate course. Ile rested himself from
time to tiwe at the various contrals, Iliy
fiying time for 1010 miles was 22 lhours
239 minutes and 18 seeonds.

Vedrines, the much-pitied rannerap,
took 1 hour and 10 minutes Jonger.  The
rest—rnowhere.  Between these fwo men
and owr hundreds of amatenr potterers
there is indeed o vast difference. **Flying
is easy,”” these people say. This is rank
bunkum, for an aviater to endure he must
not wlone e able to merely work his con-
trol Tevers; he must be a first-class motor
mechanic; he must have juore than a
smatteved knowledge of metcorolugy ; and
e must have the instinet of the homing
Digeon, se that he may drive throueh 1<>“
and darkness without losing his beurings.

Beanmont, alias Lieut. (nnno.m of the
French. Navy, has come, has scen. has
conguered.  Ths example is worlhy of
eiudation.  This can only e consmm-
ludtid by intense study of lhe ilcory
hefore attempting the practiee.

As for Veidrvines, we all feel sorry for
him, and the p]e‘rl]()‘a. of bad luek he
encomitered.  But, as Bernard Shaw has
it. the Englishwan is too prouce 1o gush
with absurd sentimentality. An iustance
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of 1his s tiee weeping there has been over
Yedrines, and which there was over Do-
rando in the maratlhion foot race. By the
rides of the “ Daily Mail”? £10,000 air race
there was only one prize. Ile who wins
it. therefore, and not he who loses, shonld
gef the bulle of the publie’s praise and
plandit.

Christchurch Aero Club

The members of the Christchareh Acro
Club, about whose existence and doings
very little hay been heard so far, held a
field day at Hagley Park v }st.(:r(h_\_' after-
noon and gave demonstrations of the
powers of Hight of small model acroplanes
built by members of the Club.  There
were about half a dozen models in use
yesterday, all of the monoplane type, some
being fitted with single propellers, others
with twin, Power for driving the pro-
pellers when the nodels were in Hight was
derived by the Awisting of strands of
elastic rabber, which extended from end

VEDRINES

Secend Yluce

Lo emd ol the body ol the machine, anil
afthough the \\mdmﬂ up of these .‘sll'dllds
was u rather u‘dlom process, vet when
the tension was released they drove the
propellers at an astonishing speed  for
quite a long tine. The weather condi-
tions were ]!\’ o means satistactory for
the trinls, a semewhat strong nor’-cast
wind h]m\mg. and the flights were more
er o less erratie on Alis aceount, but tie
demonstration served to show the ability
of the tiny planes to eover long distanves
and  rise to big heights when their
equilibrium in the air was not disturbed
by eddying winds. There was a large
erowd of spectators present, ull of whom
took the grealest interest in the flichi of
the models.

To Paint your Car.

o vou want (o repaint vour ear?
can do it if you know how., Of
lnowledge there are five parts.
Tace porfectly Tree from grease;
srlace perfectly  smooth; (3)
room without any dusl whetsoever; (4)
the right kind of hrushes; (5) the rieht
way to uge then, 1t is said that “any
fellow can paint his ear.” Trne. on
condition that he is familiar with these
concitions and seeures them all, IHow
long will it take “‘any fellow?” to aeguire
the ]m'u-l\_ of the brush?
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