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EDITORIAL COMMENT.
The Medieal Congress now assembled
at Sydney Is destived to do some good
work, in the right direetion. In that
direction, it one looks far encugh ahead,
oue sees a most wonderful vista, Forty
vears ago nedical sclence had advanced
but little veyound the point where Hervey
left it after his great discovery. To-day
the inerement of scientific knowledge Is
marvellous, and with that inerement the
art of the surgeon has kept pace Fairly

well, The king of the scientific situation
nas heen and s, and ever will be the
microbe. Al illness 1y oderobe, amd

every wmierobe has got his fatality just as
every nian was by the Shaleis said to
have his affinity. That iy to say. for
every microbe of the wrong sort theee is
one of the rvight sort. Discase heing
caused by the first kind, eure eomes from
the second. for when the right microbe
is found he at once attacks the other
and proves fatal to him, the vesult heing
recovery of the patient 11 with the
assault of the wrong microbe on his
gsystem. This truth was ascertained in a
perfunctory sort of way, but remarkable
for results, back in the Middle Ages,
when the Turks found out that inoeula-
tion was a sure preventive of small pox.

While civilised Furepe died of the
seourge, the barbarie Turk enjoyed life
mmmune altogether. Rabies microbes are
sow divided into right and wrong, and
rabies, therefore, is cnred where cure wag
onee  decmwed impossible. The mierobe
of Typhold has been provided with a
fatality, with the rvesult that thousands
live where they used to die. Diphtheria
is in the same state, and the vight use of
Userum’’ s a sovereign speeifie. Phthisis
shows signs of coming into line, while
millions are looking on intevested to the
point of fascination, Cauecer, the most
dread ol all the seomwrges dominated by
the wmicrebe, is abont to have a fatality in
the shape of a microbe eapable of - enlti-
vation” to the vight intensity. These
are the things in sight of the probable
end.  In addition there are untold things
in the region of possibility. Looking
past them to the end of the great vista of
the  fuinre, we see a world without
disease, a  race of beings stronger,
healthier more perfeet than anything
ever dreamt of in these owr days of
degeneracy. With the help of the mi-
vtrobe we are goiung in that direction more
and more rapidly from day to day, at a
pace, in fact, which depends entively on
the medical profession. In its tuwn the
medical profession depends entirvely on
the medical congress. For which reason
mankind is so vitally interested in the
Congress of Syduey, "The men of a nobls
profession have inet together to discuss
the latest acaievements in the war against
the microbe world by the help of cmis-
sarics from that world itself. They will
talk of microbes for weels, their essays
will be of radium and the X Rays. They
will enlighten ws about the trne position
of the famous Dr, Koseh in the medieal
profession; they will have much to print
about spine curvature and paralytics, and
in couneetion with the fivst of these there
may he some useful paper on a case
which is making a sensation in Welling-
ton at the present woment, In shors, the
Congress will talee its place awong Con-
gresses, along with the threads of achieve-
ment reaching towards the well-healed
futnre. There ave many things wonder-
ful v our day, things which to our forve-
fathers would have appeared uneanny:
things of the air and the waler, men
flying as the birds of the one and travel-
ling like the fishes of the other; reaching
forth to talk to one another acvoss space
without wire, and even able to talk at
rast distances. There is such a thing,
maoreover, as leading the mind of another,

and sueh a thing as foreing others to
your bidding, But nowhere iz there such
a marvellous record of achievement as
there 1s in the mierobe world. The man-
ter in which man has come to under-
stand the myriads of heings of the in-
visible world and to use them to counter-
balanee one anotier in their preying war-
fare upon man is as great a miracle as
the miracles performed by {ae microbe
world itself.  What the end will be i
clear enough—a dependible ecure for
every il to which man’s Hesh is heir
And the road to the understanding of
that great conclusion lies through the
recorils of these congresses of the medieal
profession,

When the water power scheme of the
Grovermment was made vublic lust session
there was, it was widely noticed a
liberal reference io the proposal to es-
tablish factories for the making of nitrate
from the nitrogen of the air by clectrie
process, muea in use elsewhere. The idea
then seemed to be that in case no one
wanted the electric power generated by
the Government’s scheme it would be pos-
sible to save the scheme by falling baek
on the manufacture of nitrates. Mr
Thomson, the member for Dunedin, who
is well known in the scientific world aund
much admived there for lhis attainments -
had, we notice, something to say about
this matter in his specch on the budget.
He began by warning the Government
that there conld not be a greater mistuke
than to expeet to make nitrates out of
fag ends of power. e added that there
would be no demand in this country, and
probably none in Australia, for these
fertilisers for some time to come, though
ne doubt in time tliey would he in de.
mand. lle also seemed to think that the
process of manufacture leaves something
vet to be desived. Now of course the
Fovernment scheme does not depend on
fag ends of power. The idea was that in
case the publie did not take the power it
could be used for this particalar manu-
facture. Dr. Thomson said tuat sub-
stantial power would be required. no-
thing under five thousand to he depended
upon in any one installation. DBut there
are in the Dominion some four million
horse-power availahle for cleetric eon-
version, 590,000 in the North Island, and
3.700,000 in the South Island. Of these
there are in Tekapo Take 530,000, Te
Anan 750,000, Manapouri 420,000, These
and many other powers were measured
by Mr. Hay. and will be found by any



