the simple laws of colonr and form, which
govern the art of decoration. At present,
the disgraceful acemmulation of old bills
and the haphazard placing of new ones
destroys, as for as possible, what beauty
there is in any part where their operations
arve eurried on,  That they have no regaxd
for beauty is shown by the Fact that a
huge sign is shown in the illustrated jour-
nal of the English bill-posters us a cesir-
able ““method of beaulifying” a village
which the inhabitants had taken pains to
improve by the Taying of 2 green sward
amd the planting of trees.  Unfortunately,
we newed wot go far from bhome fo find
many equally plaring and destructive ex-
amples.  In Auekland they have built an
extremely fine chureh, spending thercon
some £40,000. The design is by a eele-
brated English Chureh arehitect.  But the
environments are appalling, From the
mait street the fine tower can be seen only
over & mass of glaring signs.  Sueh an ap-
proach to Auckland’s fnest chureh is
searcely calenlated to put ns in the right
frame of mind for appreciating its beaw-
ties.  Such a hidecus display on the prin-
cipal streets of the eity is a striling il
lusteation of the insidiousness with which
the gradual disfisurenent of our towns has
ruined all sense of Dbeauty in the in-
habitants,  If it were not so, they would
demand, as with one volee, that the whole
of 1t should be immediately cleared away,
a simple plainlv-colonred fence erccted, the
signs ot the sides of the huildings painted
out, and a nentral effeet restored.

[n  Wellington, too, with mnnivipal
pride, they have spent a large sum ol
money in the erection of their fine Town
Tlall, »ef have taken no pains to free 1t
from disfiguring swrvonmdings. But the
digfigurements existing in our own town
show elearly that we, too, must he awak-
ened frem the fatal apathy into whieh we
have Tallen. We need to be ronghly awak-
ened 1o the faet that a high bill hoard does
not ennoble the northern entrance to our
town, but, on the contrary, it, together
with other displeasing features along this
route, causes a feeling of irritation in all
those whose feelings are not deadencd by
constant sight of theni,  Unless we wake
front our apathy and deterinine to do all
in our pewer to stop 1his wide spreading
digfigurement, we shall Jose all sense of
the heautiful, and hecome incapable of de-
riving any  henelit from ennebling en
viromments.  That we have hut little feck-
ing even now for the fitnes of things is
shown by the fact that we have allowed,
right in the heart of our «ity-—in the
sguare-——where  stands the  Cathedral,
around whicli should eluster all that is
best in our lfe and avt, an exceedingly
ugly group of discordant signs, and in
another pavt monstrous oues, showing that
the artistic feehne which governed the
works  of onr ancestors 15 gquite  dead
among us, that civie art and the aineni-
ties of our cities are considered to be of
o imporiance,

Disfigurement like a deathiul parasitical
growth is crecping over all onr works, so
that if not exterminated) our citivg, =

some portions of those in ﬂw Old World,

will cventually  become mnothing hui a
gigantie Lill board. This is whal wany

parts of London have hecome;
of the
elimax
see the

the glory
ancient eity has departed, and the
reached in many parts, where we
whole of il architecture envelsped
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n a bewildering mass of signs waving high
ahove us their coloured flags of victory for
their conquest over art.

Is this, then, to be our woal? Is this
what you want your cities to bevome, or
do you wish them fo grow inte things of
beauty—sitple honest beauty—~Free from
all pretence and affectation in their build-
imgs, and reflecting their kindly honest
commereial life to the people? Whatever
may be our opinion of the commercial life
of to-day, it cannot by any stretch of de
sire be regarded as lindly, and it is this

CHURCH AT
showiug

AUCKLAND.
disfiguring envireuaents.

bitter effort to rise hy {he id]l ol others
which the glaring and oft-repeated an-
nonneements indicate that malkes them so
extrenely  irritating, All this  useless
warfare, this Dattle of the placards, is
carvied on at the expense of every one of
ns, I8 riining our eitios, and is destrucetive
of all the influence which might he felt
froa Beautiful environments.

It ix in the power of each of us to
prevent it Al we have to do s to refuse
to purchase goods from those persons or
firms who have disfignred our towns. We
must demand that in all cases anmounce-
ments shall he made of reasomable size,
and shall follow always the avehitectural

Parr or
Showing Civie

WELLINGTON Towx HALIL.

grave i Civie bratabiiy.

fines of the building, that none shall he
allowed dominate as they do now the
whole district in which they are placed,
Much more than this is required, if our
eitivs are to heeown not only inoffensive,
bt also beautiful.  Sydney, Fondon, Ber-
lin, Paris, and Dresden, and other cities
have at last awaliened to the fuet that
cities ean become neither eonvenient nor
heautiful if left to the haphazard schemes
of individnal and clashing interests. In
ordler that they may beeowe beautiful, a
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love of beauty must e ereated in us all,
an ardent Iove for Nature and Art. We
must demand that our matural seenery
shall be earefully preserved, and that all
isolated huildings shall be ereetod in such
a way that they will not mar the natural
beanty of the seene; that in our towns
there shall be sueh a blending of  Art
and Naturve that the place where our life's
work is dene, the place in which we have
to lahour, shall be made us pleasing to us
and te those who visit us in the years to
vome as were the dties of the past. 1T
this s our aing those (German friends who
roine to s Ii\'v lnmch'vd years lienee will
be ahle to say: I s wood to he here, Tor
these people Tiave Jived in aceord with the
best traditions of their vaee’: hut if we
allow ourselves 1o fall away from these
traditions, then will owr future visitors
exelaim: “Alas the darkness of ugliness
has fallen wpon it We have come five
limndred years too late.”?

Hydrated Lime in Cement Work.

(Richard I, AT

cade in Municipad Dngineering.)

As an actual waterproofer, hydrated lime
is not surpassed hy any of the waxes and
parafliine eompounds ut the present time
used for this put‘po%u Muny of these com-
pounds ave organie, and it tHime will vola-
1ilize, leaving the conerete porous, Hydrat-
ed lime, on the other hand, is inmgjnniu
or mineral, and will vemain where it is put.
Asg an exawple of the waterproofing pro-
perties of hydrated line, this was employed
upon a large gas holder at Kingston, Ont,,
which had bwu practically a failure, owing
to the leakage of the conerete wall of the
gus holder.  Several waterproofing inethods
were tried, all of whiel failed, and it was
1ot until this wall was chipped back from 3
to 6 inches by means of poeamatie chisels
and a new wall composed of conerete, con-
tuining about 18 per ceut. of the \\(‘lght
of ﬂm cemen| of hydrated lme had heen
added, that the tank was waterproof. The
addition of hydrated lime to cement makes
the latter more plastie and casily trowelied.
Tt also improves the adhesive properties.
A mixture of equal parts of hydeated lime
and Portlind cement makes an ideal wor-
tar for laving brick.  The addition of
hydrated e to conerete hlocks makes the
latter  whiter, dougher, and waterproof.
Liydrated lime is nuot only the hest but also

the  cheapest  waterproofing  componud
known, since it replaces so mueh cement

aud the only additional epst is the diffor-
ence between the prive of coment amd hy-
drated Time, which is slight, even at the
present low price of cement,

Tn using hydrated lime first cover the
bottone of the mortar box with water and
add the hydrated ime and more water as iy
necessary.  Sowme moeshanies prefer to souk
the hydrated lime al Jeast twelve hours
before using, ulaiming more plasticity in
its mauner of working.

For Plaster Mortar—IMest or Seraich
Cout—3001h. hydrated Hing, 14 vard sereen
sand, 2 Bushels Lair,  Should cover about
100 square yards. Second eoat,—2001hs,
hydreated  lime, 14 yard sereenm  sand.
Should cover about 100 square yards.
Putty or white coat.—Use about one-half

as mueh plaster to gange with as is com-
monly used with putty made from lump
lime. If wall is drvy sprinkle or dampen
with brush before putting on white coat,

.
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