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to the public about goods for sale or about

anything else, vou must say il cerudely
and even radely, and lhowever mueh
thought is expended on the ereetion of

building, not onc iota of thought is ox-
pended in muking it phonetie, that is,
making it couvey to the wmind of the he-
holder the reason and purpose of its cree-
tion. The exeeptions, unfortunately, arc
few, but examples can be found showing
that Javge buildings can be covered from
top 1o bottom with aunouncements of the
purpuse of their ereetion withoul one dis-
fguring note.  In these, all the writing is
kept within the architectural lines of the
building, and adds to, rather than destroys,

OLD LUDGATE HILL.
Iifteeuth eentury, showing the homes of the
Mervehant-princes awd their artistic signs

the decorafive effect of the whole. It is
astounding to think that when it is so

casy to do vight, the greut majority of
citizens  ail the world over should do
wrong: so wreng indeed that in every
part of the world now yvou will find that
Beautifying  Associations, under varions
names, are striving to bring their fellows
buek to a right way of thml\]ng_, and act-
ing. The strangest part of all is that
many of those who are moest guilty of
disfiguring  the towns and  countrysicdes
with irritating signs, are men of taste,
who provide for thomwselves bhones  of
beanty.

A striking exomple of the way in which
the world is bemg distiginred s to be found

THE: CLIMAX.
what we sha'l evive at uuless the
plaeamling mania s eheeked.

Showing

at. Venice.  Tf there was one view which
could be said 1o be mere entraneing 1han
anrother, i nnst have heen the perfeetly
uniyue approscl to Venice as seen by
Turner and Ruskin in the (=ﬂrly 1"01'tm
From the

v 11y em Te
pulilishad f}}g‘.'.}.mbn kniow

it to have heenm heautifal in the extreme.
When T visited it I found that just where
we expeeted to get our first glimpse of the
poetic city, we had nothing but huge
signs on holh sides of the railway line,
completely shutting out the glorious view.

PROGRESS

No words in polite language can ade-
guately express the righteous indignation
which every lover of Nature must feel on
seeing such wanton desecration, vet while
Ingland, ¥ranee, Germany, and America,
are passing laws and striving to kill the
monster of disfigurement which is ruining
their eities, so apathetic are the Italians,
so litile do they value their glorious in-
heritance, that as yet 1o steps have heen
talken to prevent the disfigurement of their
beantiful and romantic land.

The Work of American Societics.

T is pleasing to fiud 1hat Amerien, with
which we are unfortnnately often cown-
pelled to assoclate all thatl is worst in
modern  commereialism, has  among  its
citizens an ardent band of workers striv-
ing to prevent the Further disfienrement of
their towns and rural seenery.  There the
task 18 extremely difficult, as the Bill
Board interest is so strong, and makes
ample use of its funds to procure the de-
feat of every restraint,

The resulis of the cfforts of an Amert-
an society taken from illustrations in one
of their journals are most satisfactory. A
heautiful view of the capitol of Nehraska
was shut out by a 12ft high bill hoard
which has now been removed.

A fine view was opened up on the rail-
wuy by the removal of high Dbill boards
which had previously hidden it,

A simple covered Dbridge standing in
beautiful scenery was disfigured by signs
nailed to its entrance.  They were re-
moved, and the perfectly satisfactory effeet
of the simple, unadorned bridge without

MILL STREKT.

WARWICK.

Showing  the picturesqueness of  153th  century
Viliage architecture.

the  advertissrient  was  immediately  ap-

parent.

Al these disfiguroments were removed
as the result of earnest endeavours on
the purt of individual members of the
Asseclation, showing {hat improvement in
our surroundings is within the power of
everyone to cffect.  (ireat efforts are made
to remove advertiscnients from the plain
walls of buildings, for a plain brick or
stone wall in ifself is perfectly neutral;

it Is only when placarded with signs that it

Lecomes o dominant discordant note in the
landseape.  An illustration is given of a
wayside coltage und boathouse, whu d1 was
a perfect cyesore when covercd with ad-
verbisements, hut becae at onee a simple,
pleasing feature when they were removed.
The guestion of the neutral cffect of
blank wall is an extremely important ouve,
for we find in every town a Blank wall at
the side of a building when covered with
tugae signs wholly  destroying the offect
which might he produced by the arehites-
tural features with which ity front has
been adorned.  Tou get striking instances
of this form of disfigurement down every
one of our streets: several flagrant ex-
amples are to be seen of extremely well-
designed blovks of offices and shops ruined
by this treatment of its end wall. One of
the prettiest views on our Christchurch

river is that from Woreester street bridge,
to by the erection of a fine pile of build-
ings for the Y.M.C.A., for which the
pleasing effeet of  which has Deen added
architects descrve Lull credit. Fromn this
point of view nothing can he desired. On
the other side, beeause a blunk wall on
their older adjacent building exists, the
Assoclation have, in accordance with the
nsual practiee, painted a huge sign with
letters 1G{t. high, and in glaring colonrs,
whiclt quite destroys the pleasing effects of
ohe ol the prettiest spots on the river, a
spot which both our Assoviation and the
Uity Counedl  have spent  mency  and
thonght in heantifying, '

ANN HATHAWAY'S LOTTAGH,
Bhowing the simple heauty of Lnglish
domestic work.

Stratiowd on Avon.

An object lessen is afforded by an ex-
ceedingly plain  stronclure, which is the
home of the Young Men’s Christian As-
soctation in  Illinows, which had before
their  ocenpation  Dbeen  decorated  with
posters.  These they promptly removed,
and the building Dhecaime at onee pmfu,tly
neutral and \\}lolly moffensive. But we
had il Tately a similar example; for close
to our Cathedral, and guite destractive of
the effeet it might produce from the east,
was a bullding which would otherwise have
been wholly ineffensive made dominantly
assertive by the unwholesome aectimula-
tign of ancient, and the irregular display
of newly-posted bills.  Most certainly our
principal approach to the city from the
east should not have heen allowed to he
thus disfigured.

HOADSIDE BOATHOUSE.
peasurable offoet to be

Bhowing the derived
from a  plain, simple building, wnd the
ivritating offect of placarding it with ad-
vertisemnents.

Bill-posting miay Le Decorative.

1 hills are 1o be posted they can e
placed in a decorative way Dy maintaining
the lines of the heads and sills. of thL
windows and fornung equal-sized paels
ol Dills between them with a plain simple
bordev.  With harmonions colouring and
Jjudicious placing, a decorative effect conld
always be produced. But in order to
cffeet any such ehange, 1le bill-posters
themselves would have to he instructed in



