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By the way, the same publication is re-
sponsible for the statement that Britain
has already designed a big advance on the
13.5 inch gun—presumably a 1625 inch.
The 16.25 inch gun was, it will he remen
hered, the largest pun in the Navy in the
early nincties and prior thereto, The ill-

fated ““Victoria’' and her sister ship, the

““Sans Tareil,”” enrried a pair, as did also
one of the old ““Admirgl’’ class. It
weighed 110 tons, but was abandoned and
replaced by sueeessive improved 12-nch
guns.

To Teach Men not to Drown.

TTad the seoves of men who have died
like rats drowned in a trap, imprisoned in
digabled submarines, heen through the
course of training now provided in the
British Nuvy, and had they possessed the
simple lifesaving apparatus now used
there, they might all have heen alive to-day.
This apparatus rebs submarine service of
ity terrors, but lest the drowning men in
a sunken Doat should lose their nerve and
not be able to use the apparatus properly,
classes have been instituted to teach the
crews of submarines in the Roval Navy
how not to drown. Says a writer in
Harper's Weekly

“Of all the duties that fall to the en-
listed sailor’s lot none ealls for stauncher
¢ualitics of courage and self possession
than the manning of the submarine, Dur-
ing the present year Japan and T'rance
Liave cach lost a vessel through accident;
less reeentiy [France has lost two besides,
England twe, and Russia one, and in each
instance the erews, trapped and helpless,
Lave slowly died frowmn the exhaustion of
the air or have heen poisoned by chlorin
gases within their tombs of steel,

Mo aveld a recurrence of such loss of
life in cases of similar disasters, England
will fit to every submarine that sie builds
in futnre air-traps—into which the men
can  go for momentary Dbreathing-time,
while they pus on their helmels— and aiv-
locks, through which to lcave the sub-
marime.  The men will Le provided with
speeial  lifesaving  dresses and  helmets,
The helinet contains an oxylithe shamber,
providing a supply of air for the period
of an hour and a half, and has a glass win-
dow. Tt 15 so buoyant that it will support
the wearer and another man upon the top
of the waves, The dresy 18 fitted with a
chamber which cau be inflated when the
weurer comes to the top, and, after elosing
the valve, the man can open the front win
dow and breathe the air for an indcfinite
time, until reseued by some passing vessel,

“There is a twelve-pound weight at-
tached to ihe dress, which enables the
wearer to keep down while travelling from
the air-lock to the place of eseape. Then,
il he has not enough buoyancy to stavt
from the hotiom, he slips the welght., This
rives him extra hueyauey and tukes him to
the surfave.  If, ou the other hand, hic has
enouweh hueyaney, he keeps his welght in
place until reaching the surface, and it is
slipped there.  Several hundred men have
Leen mstrueted in the use of this invention
in the Subwarine Depot at Portsmouth.
The aceounts describe how the men ave
trained by being sunk i an arlock, which
is a sort of diving-bell, in a tank of water.
This reproduces the conditions under
whiell the men would find themselves when
the boat was actually submerged.

Raising the Submarine “ Pluviose.”
The raising of the submarine ** Pluviese”’
has substantiated the fact--—sometimes for-
gotten—that our French seafaring brethren
know how to die.  The scenes inside the
raised submarine were check-blanching in
the extreme, and it s goed to know that the
Freneh public are alive to the faet that. in
death, at least. it will be creditable to them
to honour their seagoing heroes, The sub-
marine sailor carrics his life in his hand, in
the full acceptance of the term, and the
pity 1s, that a perverted ingenuity ever gave
birth to cuch monstrosities, as these under-
water freaks nndoubtedly are. So fapr in
their carecrs, they have killed more of their
friends than. in war time, they will ever
kill foes. Still, as long as one nation is
asinine enough to patronise the beastly
little abortions, then. other nations must
Follpw snit.  No sailorman believes that they
will be worth anything in acetual war, no,
not even as a demoralising influence. They
have h_een too long in existence to demoralise
anything to speak of; and their weaknesses
—even m peace time—are too well under-
stood. In all probability, it will be mutu-
ally agreed between nations. at no distant
date, to serap the filthy crawlers, and pur-
chase something that might be useful for
k]llhng purpeses when the war really he-
gins.—Iarttime Feview. )

Sinking of the German Submarine U3.

The eseape of the crew of this illfated
bnat_. which has sweiled the list of snb-
warine disasters, has helped to fix in the
memory of men the new departure alluded
fo above.  Full details are wanting, bhut it
13 evident from the sketel cabled that the
apparatus in use was something of the
nature of the one in question, These men
happily were shown how not to drown.
Their eseape was facilitated by the skill
and bravery of their comreades of the
Heet, whe actually met them half way, by
entering the tube of the submerged boat.
Unhappily the anple at, whieh the boat was
hauled proved fatal to the heroir captain
ar:d his erqually heroie comrades who re-
mained in the tower. It is nclancholy to
reflect that had the cylinders been better
fastened they would not have heen suf-
focated, but would have heen saved, as the
stpply of oxyveen was ample for some
hours lenger. 1t only remains to add that
the heroism displayed by the erew of the
Freneh Pluvigse was vepeated by these
brave CGermans. We will not, therefore.
exll it worthy of the traditions of the
{ierman Navy.,  We prefer to say such con-
dned was worthy of the best traditions of
wanhiond, of which no nation can be said
to Told the monopoly.

Motor Engines for a Battleship.

The aunouncement 18 made in the Hofor
Boal that motor engines Tor a “Dread-
nought” battleship arve building . lng.
land fo-day. From an article on the
snbjeet in that Journal we malke the follow-
g extracts:

“The vonsummation which engineers de-
claved only a few months ago to he years
distant has actually been achieved.

Bo astonnding and so utterly unexpected is
this announcement that there may be a nw
tmnatural inclination to doubt its aceuraev.
But our source of information, while it

may not be divulged, may be regarded as
absolutely reliable. The design con-
sigty of eight-eylinder engines, practically
two four-cvlinder motors coupled in tan-
dem, developing 12,000 h.p., that is, 1500
hp. per cylinder, Three of these 12,000
h.p. units are in proeess of construction,
making an ageregate of 36,000 h.p. The
engines will De installed in a ‘Tiread-
nought,” we believe, of this year’s or next
year’s programme, and a speed of 21 knots
i anticipated.

“It will he matter merely of regret, not
a ecalamity, that the first motor-driven
‘Dreadnought’ will be a foreign, mot &
British vessel. Irance, we believe we are
vorreet in saying, will be the first Power
to have a motor ‘Dreadnought’ in comniis-
sion. Germany will be actually the first
country to have one of these monster
engines afloat in a warship, but her ex-
periment, though further advanced, is of
» move tentative nature; the engine will be
in a vessel smaller than a ‘Dreadnought.’
The sceond motor ‘Dreadnought’ will,
therefore, belong to Great Britain.”

The Declarationr ;f London.

Admiral Fremantle is veported by cable
te have said, apropos of the Declaration of
London, happily as yet unrvatified by the
British Government, that Australasia has
deep interest in the same because it pos-
sesses the fourth in size of the mercaniile
navies of the world. This is interesting,
more especially in view of the stulement
made by a British statesman lately, that
Australasian critivism of the Lieelaration
had not Leen followed by any explanation
of the rensons.  As to the reasuns, they are
obvious to anyone who knows what the De-
claration portends. The Loudon Chamber
of Commerce is possessed ol that kiowledza
and the cenunittee of that body lately ve-
salved as follows :—

“‘That the effect of the Decliration
is o alter the law of natioms hitherio
maintained in a manner entirely un-
precedented, and to expose to capture
or deliberate destruction food supplies
Lorne to any port of Great Britain in
neutral vessels.”’

“Phat the absence of any provision
in the Declaration for preventing the
conversion of merchant vessels info
commerce destroyers on the high seas
constitutes & valid reason for praying
1lis Majesty’s Govermuent to deeline
to ratify the Declaration or to proceed
with the Naval Prize Bill.”’ )

““That the admission of the prm-
eiple of destruction of meutral prizes
would be in the highest degree pre-
jundicial to  the Iuntercats  of this
cotmiry.”’

Declaration of Paris, 1856,

it is well to recall what the Declaration
of Paris provided, which is still binding:—

(1) Privateering is and remains abol-
ished.

(2} The neutral fag covers #emy’s
merchandise with the exception of
contraband of war.

(3) Neutral merchandige, with the ex-
eeption of contraband of war, is not
capturable under the enemy’s flag.

{4) Blockades in order to he obligatory
must be cffective, that is to ‘say,
maintained by a force really suf-
firient to prevent aceess to the coast
of the enemy. )



